Posters in the Nidderdale and Calderdale Suites;

Dalby Forest: A Great Yorkshire Learning And Teaching Resource

Raymond Goulder And Graham Scott Department of Biological Sciences, University of Hull

Dalby Forest occupies about 32 km2 of the North York Moors National Park and is an excellent resource for learning and teaching about plants and animals and how they and their habitat are shaped by human and natural influences.  The uses of the forest extend beyond timber production to include visual enhancement of the landscape, recreation, wildlife conservation, and education.  Habitat diversity includes: conifer stands of different ages and species; thinned plantation; clear-felled areas that have been replanted or where trees are regenerating naturally; amenity plantings of broad-leaved trees; beech woodland on the more-calcareous soils; remnants of upland heath; stream corridors often with broad-leaved riparian trees; forest roads with well-vegetated verges.  The diversity and the facilities of the courtyard classroom within the forest at Low Dalby combine to make Dalby Forest an appropriate place for integrated field and classroom learning and teaching.  This contribution describes the authors’ experience of using the forest for integrated learning and teaching about plant diversity by pre-Certificate Biology (A-level equivalent) students from the University of Hull.

The Branton Oak and other wood-pasture legacies of the Hatfield Chase. Derek Allen & C.A. Howes (Doncaster Naturalists’ Society). 

The oak is located under the gable end of Brockholes Farm and has a girth of some twenty feet .

Un-aided tree regeneration at Levitt Hagg Quarries in the Don Gorge, Doncaster. C.A. Howes (Doncaster Naturalists’ Society).

The poster shows data from transects collected in the Don Gorge between Conisborough and Sprotborough. Graphs were presented to show the species found in pioneer colonisation in the valley. 

The Crackles Bequest Project: climate and the flora of semi-natural habitats in East Yorkshire and beyond

M. Jane Bunting and Michelle Farrell, Department of Geography, The University of Hull

Contact: crackles@hull.ac.uk
This poster introduces a new research project which recently began at the University of Hull and is funded by a bequest from the will of Dr Eva Crackles.  The project will investigate the relationships between plant phenotype and climate, comparing three properties (leaf morphology, stomatal density and relative pollen productivity) within individual species across a wide climatic range, in different habitats and at different points in time.  The poster describes the project aims and methodology to be used. 

The nature and extent of prehistoric woodland in Orkney, Scotland

Michelle Farrell and M.Jane Bunting, Department of Geography, The University of Hull

Contact: m.farrell@hull.ac.uk
This poster describes the results of recent palaeoecological investigations in Orkney, which indicate that woodland was more widespread in the islands during prehistory than it is today.  Previous studies have led to the assumption that woodland decline in Orkney occurred at around 5000 cal. BP, with most woodland loss attributed to Neolithic agriculture.  However recent work shows that the timing of changes is asynchronous across the archipelago, implying a more complex situation with both local and regional drivers of environmental change.  This has significant implications both for archaeological interpretation and nature conservation in the islands. 

The effects of managing woodland on its ground flora – a case example from Brockadale Nature Reserve.  Paul Simmons (YNU).

The poster shows the effects on the ground flora of opening up woodland clearings. This has resulted in many of the common woodland flowers such as Lesser Celandine increasing in density. In addition, there are a number of rare species e.g. Stinking Hellebore and Small Teasel increasing in numbers. Specific work has been done on one area to benerfit a national rare snail (the size of a pinhead) Truncatellina cylindrical. 

North Yorkshire Forest Bird Study Group: Birds of the Dalby Forest.

Mick Carroll and Arran Smith. 

Shows how the forests of north-east Yorkshire are managed on a landscape scale to benefit bird populations of species such as raptors and especially Nightjar. Data was also presented on bird ringing data as part of the BTO ringing scheme.

British Plant Gall Society Silver Jubilee: 

Tom Higginbottom

The British Plant Gall Society (founded by members of the YNU) is celebrating twenty-five year birthday in 2010. (www.british-galls.org.uk) . The poster also demonstrated sample pages from a current project to prepare a photographic identification chart to British Plant-galls.

Doncaster Naturalists’ Society 

Louise Hill

A series of posters showing the activities of the Society. (For more information visit www.doncasternaturalhistorysociety.co.uk) The posters also showed many of the unusual species and habitats found in the Doncaster area.

Ferns in Yorkshire woodlands

Alison Evans of the Yorkshire branch of British Fern Society. The poster demonstrated the activities of the national society, various stages of the rare Killarney Fern found in Yorkshire. Delegates were also invited to take part in a Fern quiz.

Using ordnance survey maps to show the demise of Maltby Wood, Rotherham John Newbould This poster showed a series of six 1:2,500 (equivalent) maps from 1856 to 1981. Most of the wood disappeared over the years with colliery spoil. The remnants of this W8 Ash-Maple Dog’s Mercury wood still have Small-leaved and Large-leaved Lime. 

Veteran Trees and Wood Pasture 

John Newbould

This poster shows a series of both veteran trees and wood pasture from Yorkshire, Cumbria and his home county Of Dorset.  

