People behind the conference:

 

Margaret Atherden Conference Chairman

is a past president of the YNU and served as Chairman of the Executive for three years. She is presently a Council member of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. She recently retired as Research Development Officer at York St John University, where she formerly taught Geography for 30 years. She is also Chief Executive of PLACE, the research charity based at York St John. Her research interests are vegetation history and nature conservation.

Keith James Kirby, MA, D.Phil., MIFor, FIEEM

Qualifications BA (Hons) 1st Class, Agricultural and Forest Sciences, Oxford, 1973.



D. Phil., Oxford Forestry Institute, Oxford, 1976.



Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Foresters, 

Fellow of Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management.

Position Forestry and Woodland Officer, Natural England, Northminster House, Peterborough, PE1 1UA.

Experience and Responsibilities   I have held this post since 2006, having previously held similar roles with English Nature and the Nature Conservancy Council since 1979.  My current position involves:

 
maintaining an overview of woodland conservation in Britain and its relation to developments in the rest of Europe;

 
providing advice on woodland management and forestry policy development within and outside the organisation; 

 
commissioning and carrying out ecological/management-orientated research on woodland; 

 
liaison with and advice to other bodies (both voluntary and statutory) on nature conservation in British woodland; 

 
preparation of publications at a variety of levels to further the above.

Professor Melvyn Jones

Melvyn Jones is a geographer turned landscape historian. He is currently Visiting Professor in Landscape History at Sheffield Hallam University. For the last thirty years the main focus of his research interest has been in unravelling the history of South Yorkshire’s ancient woodlands. He has demonstrated on countless occasions that the ecological and heritage value of woodland sites are greatly strengthened by combining field and documentary evidence. In the late 1980s and early 1990s he compiled detailed historical ‘biographies’ of ancient woods in Sheffield (Sheffield’s Ancient Woods: their history and past management (1986)) and in Rotherham (Inventory Survey of Ancient Woods in Rotherham Metropolitan Borough, three volumes, 1989-1992). His books, Sheffield’s Woodland Heritage (first published in 1989 but now in its fourth edition) and Rotherham’s Woodland Heritage (1995) were used as the basis of a successful £1.6m Heritage Lottery Fund bid in 1999 to restore 35 South Yorkshire ancient woodlands. Other recent publications include The Making of the South Yorkshire Landscape (2000); (with Joan Jones) Historic Parks and Gardens in and around South Yorkshire (2005) and (with Sheena Woodhead) Sheffield: A Photographic Journey through Yorkshire’s Greenest City (2009). He is also a co-editor of the well-reviewed The Woodland Heritage Manual (2008), a guide to researching the history, archaeology and ecology of your local wood, which was compiled as part of the Woodland Heritage Champions Project which involved working with volunteer groups throughout the country from Cumbria in the north to Devon and Essex in the south.

Derek Yalden

Born in Surrey, 1940, educated at Surbiton Grammar School and University of London,  UCL for my B.Sc. and Royal Holloway College for my PhD. Was "infected" by Bunny Teagle, then mammal recorder for the London Natural History Society, got involved in badger and bat surveys. Moved to Manchester University as Assistant Lecturer in the Dept of Zoology, 1965, later promoted to Lecturer and Senior Lecturer, ended up as Reader In Vertebrate Zoology by the time I retired in 2005.

Had joined The Mammal Society, Fauna Preservation Society and British Herpetological Society as my 21st birthday present. Heavily involved in the first mammal atlas, got increasingly involved in the natural history of the Peak District (Red Grouse, Golden Plover, Dunlin, Common Sandpiper, Mountain Hare, Red Deer, moorland erosion). Also got involved in the mammals of Ethiopia, following an expedition there in 1968; wrote a checklist, over 25 years, with 2 colleagues. Got interested in the recent history of the mammals and birds in the British Isles from the 1980s, culminating in "The History of British Mammals" (1999) and "The History of British Birds" (2008).

Colin A.Howes

A native of Scarborough with a lifelong interest in Natural History and particular enthusiasms for Bats, Sea mammals and Carnivores, notably Domestic cats!

Worked in the Natural Sciences section of Doncaster Museum from 1969, running the Museum’s Environmental and Geological Records Service from 1986 to 2008. Joined the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union in 1969 becoming the County recorder for Mammals and Spiders and serving as YNU President in 1999. Currently researching status changes of Yorkshire’s rarer mammals, birds, reptiles and fish.

Editors note: Colin modestly omitted to say that after many years work, he was recently awarded a PhD from the University of Bradford. 

Crispin Thorn, Regional Director Forestry Commission – Yorkshire and The Humber

Has been the Forestry Commission Regional Director for Yorkshire and The Humber since 2001. He graduated from Aberdeen University in 1992 and took up a role with the Forestry Commission in the Lake District focusing on developing Forest Design Planning. In 1993 he moved to Northants to undertake a specialist project investigating the options for community woodland planting on the coalfield areas of the Midlands, Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire. Following this specialist project he moved to East Anglia to work on Forest Management and Harvesting and Marketing roles within East Anglia Forest District. 

In 1998 he moved to York to take on a national operational role, supporting Forest District’s cross England with a specific role for co-ordinating the international certification for sustainability.  In 2001 he graduated with a Masters Degree in Business Administration and also moved to take on his current role as Regional Director for the Forestry Commission team across Yorkshire and The Humber. He is also currently the North England Chair of the Institute of Chartered Foresters and Environmentalists. 

Henrietta Appleton 

is the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust’s northern regional adviser.  She has worked for the Trust since 2004 and has been in her current position since November 2008.  Her role is varied but principally involves advisory work and running training and best practice courses for farmers, gamekeepers and landowners imparting knowledge derived from the Trust’s extensive upland and lowland research base. 

The Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust is an independent wildlife conservation charity, which carries out scientific research into Britain’s game and wildlife. We advise farmers and landowners on improving wildlife habitats and we lobby for agricultural and conservation policies based on science. The Trust employs 14 post-doctoral scientists and 50 other research staff with expertise in areas such as birds, insects, mammals, farming and statistics.  We undertake our own research as well as projects funded by contract and grant-aid from Government and private bodies.   The Trust is also responsible for a number of Government Biodiversity Action Plan species and is lead partner for grey partridge and joint lead partner for brown hare and black grouse.

Peter Mayhew 

Grew up in Amersham in Buckinghamshire, and was inspired in Natural History by his grandfather Peter Dunn, an amateur naturalist living in Dorset. He obtained a degree in Zoology at Oxford in 1992, and then a PhD on Insect Behaviour from Imperial College, London, in 1996. He then spent two years as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Leiden in the Netherlands, researching the life histories of parasitic wasps, where he met his wife Emese, of Hungarian descent. In 1998 they moved to York, where Peter became a Lecturer in Ecology at the University, and Senior Lecturer in 2008. His research interests cover many areas of ecology, behaviour and evolution, and mainly concern insects. He is a keen recorder of wild species, and has been a member of the YNU since 2007.

Anne Bowers

Is an enthusiastic amateur mycologist. Was for many years Head of Classics at Leeds Girls High School. She has been Chair and is now Secretary of mid Yorkshire Fungus Group. She leads forays for amongst others the National Trust and Halifax Schools. 
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