
YORKSHIRE NATURALISTS' UNION MAMMALS & LOWER VERTEBRATES SECTION

WHALE, DOLPHIN & PORPOISE RECORDS FROM THE YORKSHIRE & HUMBER REGION 1998 - 2010

SPECIES DATE LOCALITY STATUS NOTES SOURCE
Old Den', Spurn (TA4112) Stranded

Goole Docks (SE/7422) Killed

1996-09-07 Off Flamborough Head (TA/26) David Mansell 

Sighting 2 large cetaceans thought to be this species.

2006-12-17 Spurn, Wire Dump by post no.60 Stranding Andrew Gibson; YWT

1999-04-19 nr. Hornsea Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-08-23 Scarborough (North Bay) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-08-26 Runswick Bay Sighting 1 Lewis Clarke
2002-07-31 Filey Brigg Sighting 1

2002-08-28 Robin Hood's Bay Sighting 6 to 8 feeding W&DCS
2002-09-10 Sighting 2 sightings (possiby 2 individuals) John Rochester via UK Cetnet.

2002-09-10 Sighting John Rochester via UK Cetnet.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 2002-09-24 Reighton Gap Stranding

2002-12-25 Humber, Stallingborough flats Stranding 1 stranded on mud, released itself on rising tide. Sue Rhoades BDMLR; Nat. Hist. Mus.

Background information and earlier records and reviews of all Cetaceans from Yorkshire coastlines and estuaries (inc. Cleveland; N. Yorks; E. Yorks & Humber) are 
available in Spalding (1966) Naturalist 91: 87-95; Delany (1985) Yorkshire Mammals: 219-231;  Howes (2000) Proc. YNU Conf. on the Humber and Halderness. Suppl. 

YNU Bulletin 34: 48-64; Howes (2008) Naturalist 113: 113-120; Mander, Eades & Cutts (2009) Naturalist 134: 129-134).

SEND RECORDS TO YNU Mammal Recorder: Colin Howes 7 Aldcliffe Crescent, Balby, Doncaster DN4 9DS Tel: 01302 811037; Email: 
colinhowes@blueyonder.co.uk

Blue Whale Balanoptera musculus Last Recorded 
1835

A 50 ft calf which stranded at the 'Old Den', Spurn 
(TA4112) in 1835 was one of the first to be 
examined scientifically and became a 'type' of its 
species, known at the time as Sibbald’s Rorqual 
Physalus (Rorqualus) sibbaldii Gray 1847. Its 
skeleton was exhibited in Hull Museum till 1935 
when it was transferred to the Natural History 
Museum, London 

(Spalding 1966, Delany 1985, Howes 1996, 
2000)

Sei Whale Balanoptera borealis Last recorded 
1884-09-05

The only specimen recorded from Yorkshire 
waters was a calf which entered the Humber and 
was finally caught and killed in the locks at Goole 
Docks. The skeleton of the 35ft specimen is now 
in the Natural History Museum, London

(Spalding 1966, Delany 1985, Howes 1996, 
2000).

Fin Whale Balenoptera physalus Sighting 
from boat

Watched and photographed from the MV 
‘Yorkshire Belle' during an RSPB’Shearwater 
Cruise’ off Flamborough. The photographs show 
the animal to be accompanied by Fulmars 
Fulmaris glacialis which could possibly have been 
opportunistically feeding on oil-rich whale faeces.

Fin Whale Balenoptera physalus 2000-12-24 to 
25

Over 1km off Ness Point, north of 
Whitby

Alistair Forsyth via. UK Wildlife Forum Digest 
102, 28 August 2000

Fin Whale Balenoptera physalus Well rotted specimen identified from colouration 
of baleen plates CAH.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Whitby (c. 6 miles out, NNE of 

harbour)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Whitby (c. 6 miles out, NNE of 

harbour)
c.5  with 4 in view at one time (17.00 to 17.30  
hrs)
18ft specimen floating dead in Filey Bay 23 Sept. 
stranded Reighton 24th

SFNS Ann. Rep. 2002: 20-22; FBOG Bird 
Report for 2007: 102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata



2003-04-03 Humber (King George Dock) Sighting 1 seen proceeding towards Humber mouth Hull Daily Mail
2003-04-07 Winteringham Haven Stranding 1 washed up dead. W. Curtis
2004-06-26 Whitby (c. 6 miles out) Sighting At least 5 17.30hr Marine Wildlife Soc.
2004-07-17 Filey Brigg Sighting 2 seen Organisation Cetacea (ORCA) News  
2004-09-16 6-7 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting Group of 5 seen

2005-08-05 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 'Lunge feeding'

2005-08-06 Filey Brigg Sighting

2007-07-17 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 feeding. 

2007-09-11 Saltburn Sighting Damian Money 

2006-07-18 Filey Brigg Sightings 3 to the north of the Brigg in the morning.

2006-08-06 Filey Brigg Sightings

2006-09-02 off Burniston Sighting 1 seen

2006-11-early North Landing, Flamborough Stranding Unidentified Press report.

2007-07-08 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 seen

2007-07-10 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 seen

2007-07-15 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 present all morning.

2007-07-16 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 seen Elaine Francis /Rare Bird Alert
2007-07-19 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen E. Francis/Rare Bird Alert
2007-07-20 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 breeching

2007-07-23 Hartlepool Headland, Cleveland. Sighting Ted Parker

2007-08-08 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 feeding. 

2007-08-11 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 feeding. 

2007-08-11 Scarborough Sighting 1 seen Elaine Francis/Rare Bird Alert
2007-08-14 Filey Brigg Sighting 1 feeding. 

2007-08-29 Hartlepool, Cleveland. Sighting Stewart Hinley

2007-08-07 9 miles out of Whitby Sighting 6 seen Steven Taylor
2007-08-28 9 miles off Whitby Sighting 6 seen Steven Taylor
2007-11-01 Barrow Haven, Lincolnshire. Stranding

2008-01-27 Scarborough Sea Front Central Sighting 3 seen at 16:30 S. Bradley
2008-06-29 7 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 08:05

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Hobbs, M. (2004) Wildlife repore: Cetaceans. 

British Wildlife 16 (2):122-124.
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 2 'Lunge feeding'. Present all afternoon till 19.00  

hrs. 
John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111);  BirdForum: Cetaceans in North 
East England.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata A couple of hours seawatching saw one 
swimming north. . 

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111); BirdForum: Cetaceans in North 
East England.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 7. Produced some exceptional sightings of the 
animals feeding.

John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Hobbs, M. (2006) Wildlife report: Cetaceans. 
British Wildlife 18 (2):122-124.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Dead juvenile minke whale was washed up at 
North Landing.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 1 feeding close inshore 11.00 to 11.40am, 

showing well intermittently.
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 2-3 probable Killer Whales present off shore for 

about an hour in the afternoon but were very 
distant.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Seen floating in the Humber off Alexandra Dock 

and then off The Deep (Hull Daily Mail 
1.11.2007). ? Same specimen stranded  dead. 
(Yorkshire Post 2.11.2007).

Hull Daily Mail 1.11.2007; Yorkshire Post 
2.11.2007.

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Rob Stark via Robin Petch. National Whale 

and Dolphin Watch Week 21/6 - 29/6 2008



2008-09-27 4 miles NE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 12:04 Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2008-09-27 5 miles NE of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 12:17 Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2008-09-27 5 miles NE of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 12:40 Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2008-09-27 6 miles ENE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 14:35 Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2008-09-27 3 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 16:00 Skipper Jolly Swagman
2008-09-27 3 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 16:00 Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2009-05-28 15 nautical miles NE of Whitby Sighting 3 seen at 08:30 from MV Chieftain Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2009-06-28 East of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 12:50

2009-06-04 12 miles off Bridlington Bay Sighting 1 seen David Rushworth/Seawatch Foundation
2009-09-12 8 miles off Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen.

2010-04-10 c2.5 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 16:02

2010-08-10 off Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen 

2010-08-11 NW. of Robin Hood Bay Sighting 2 seen at 18:50

2010-08-21 2 miles NE of Whitby harbour, Sighting 3 seen at 18:40

2010-09-04 9 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 07:20 

2010-09-04 8 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 08:26

2010-09-04 8.5 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 08:57

2010-09-04 8.5 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 09:05

2010-09-04 8.5 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 3 seen at 09:08

2010-09-04 9 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 09:12

2010-09-04 8 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 5 seen 11:09

2010-09-04 8 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 11:36  hrs

2010-09-19 Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 08:30  hrs. Robert Stark/SeaWatch Foundation
2010-09-19 Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 09:15  hrs. Robert Stark/SeaWatch Foundation

800m off Whitby harbour mouth Sighting 1st Yorkshire record. 10m Juvenile close inshore.

2006-10-22 Runswick Bay, North Yorkshire Stranding

2006-09-22 King George Dock, Hull Stranding Fatal stranding. Yorkshire Post 23.09.2006
2007-11-14 Filey Brigg (TA/120 805) Sighting Damien Smith SHrUBS Cetacean Group
2009-04-00 off Whitby Sighting Single and three seen off Whitby Hobbs, M. (2009) British Wildlife 20:425.
2010-09-04 8 miles NE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 11:36

2010-09-11 6 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at  11:30

2010-09-19 Whitby Sighting 1 seen 08:30 Robert Stark/SeaWatch Foundation
2010-09-19 Whitby Sighting 1 seen 09:15 Robert Stark/SeaWatch Foundation

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Bryan Clarkson, Spec via Robin Petch/ 

Seawatch Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Carl Chapman/ Wildlife Tours & 

Education/Seawatch Foundation.
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch et al from 

Specksioneer/Seawatch Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Craig Thomas Flamborough Wildlife 

Group/Seawatch Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Robin Petch/Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 2004-05-30 to 
31

Howes (2005) Naturalist 130: 105-108.

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae A 5 tonne dead juvenile stranded at Runswick 
Bay

Middlesbrough Gazette 2006, Whitby Gazette 
2006

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 3 calves 1 mile out bearing 3280

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Robin Petch/ Specksioneer/Seawatch 

Foundation
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Bryan Clarkson et al via Robin 

Petch/Seawatch foundation
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae



2010-09-20 Spurn Point, Yorkshire Sighting 1 seen at 14:15

1930-07-28 Kilnsea (TA/4015) Stranded A 20 or 22 ft specimen stranded Delany, M.J. (1985) 
1938-08-16 Trent at Keadby (SE/8311) Stranded Delany, M.J. (1985) 

1958-08-14 River Tees Stranding

2004-08-02 Stranding

Hunmanby Gap Stranding A 14'3" male stranded Spalding (1966)

1998-04-30 Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

Cleethorpes (TA/3107) , Lincolnshire Stranding

800m off Whitby harbour. Sighting 1 seen from yacht. (Howes 1990)

1993-12-15 Atwick (TA/1951) Stranding 1

1994-11-13 Hawsker Bottoms (NZ/9307) Stranding 1 Yorkshire Post 16.11.1994
1997-12-03 Kilnsea (Humber mud) (TA/41) Stranding 2 Hull Daily Mail 4.12.1997
2006-02-04 Kilnsea (Humber mud) (TA/41) Stranding

1998-02-09 Filey Brigg Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

1998-02-28 Sandsend Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

1999-01-16 Saltfleet to Donna Nook Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae YWT Spurn Warden/Robin Petch/Seawatch 
Foundation

Bottle-nose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus
Bottle-nose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus A 21 ft specimen which entered the Humber in 

July, stranded 
Bottle-nose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus Hyperoodon ampullatus, was killed when fouled 

by a ship in the River Tees on 14 August 1958.
Coffey, D.J.  (1977) Dolphins, Whales, and 
Porpoises: An Encyclopedia of Sea Mammals 
. Macmillan, London

Bottle-nose Whale Hyperoodon ampullatus Sandbank beneath the M62 Ouse 
Bridge near Howden (SE/7426)

One washed up several times over a three day 
period in the Ouse between Saltmarshe 
(SE/7823) and Goole (SE/7523), finally stranding 
on the sandbank beneath the M62 Ouse Bridge 
near Howden (SE/7426).

Goole Times 5 August 2004 & 13 August 
2004 (illust). 

Sowerby's Beaked Whale Mesoplodon bidens Last Yorks. 
Recorded 1972-
10-14

Sowerby's Beaked Whale Mesoplodon bidens

Risso's Dolphin Grampus griseus Last Recorded 
1933-05-31

Howes (2000) Suppl. YNU Bulletin 34: 48-64.

Beluga or White Whale Delphinapterus leucas Last Recorded 
1987-06-14

Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Howes, C. A. (2000) Proc. YNU Conf. on the 
Humber Estuary Natural Area and the 
Holderness Coast.Supplement to the YNU 
Bulletin 34: 48-64.

Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus A  ten metre long specimen became stranded as 

the tide receded on the Humber estuary mud off 
Kilnsea. It was first spotted alive at about 10:00 
am blowing in the shallow water. It quickly died as 
it was left clear of water on the low tide at 3:00 
pm. [15 February 2006 another Sperm Whale 
was spotted near North Shore Road, Skegness 
(Lincolnshire) during the morning high tide. Paul 
Jepson (NHM) described it as a quite 
decomposed 14 metres long male. The Natural 
History Museum took photos and samples of a 
further two dead Sperm Whales in the Wash.  
Thus at least four Sperm Whales have stranded 
from Yorks to East Anglian in February 2006.]

Daily Telegraph 4.2.2006; Yorkshire Post 
6.2.2006; BBC News 16 February 2006.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris



1999-12-04 Spurn Point (west side) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

1999-08-20 Filey Bay Stranding  A 2.6m specimen stranded (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

1999-08-20 Filey Bay Stranding Pod of 5 passing North (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

2004-09-01 From fishing boat off N. Yorks coast Sighting Groups of 5 and 8.

2004-09-16 7-10 miles NNE of Whitby Sighting 1 Organisation Cetacea (ORCA) News  

2005-04-03 Off Boggle Hole, Robin Hood's Bay Sighting Group seen off shore. Sue White - BDMLR 

2005-04-03 Off Boggle Hole, Robin Hood's Bay Stranding Sue White - BDMLR 

2005-03-13 Sighting 3 Ray Eades (YNU Bulletin44: 9-10).

2005-03-09 North Ferriby (Humber Estuary) Sighting 1 Horace Dobbs (YNU Bulletin44: 9-10).

2005 Spring Hessle (Humber Estuary) Sighting 3 David Upton (YNU Bulletin44: 9-10).

2006-07-02 Long Nab, Scarborough Sighting (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

2006-07-02 Filey Bay Sighting (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

2006-07-12 Flamborough Sighting Bridlington Free Press 13th July 06.

2006-07-16 Filey Brigg Sighting (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

2006-07-17 Filey Brigg Sighting (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 p.102-111)

2006-12-02 Filey Bay Sighting Mr and Mrs Beecham

2007-06-29 Off Whitby Harbour Sighting 1 seen at 21:05 hrs Bryan Clarkson (Esk Belle)

2007-11-14 Sighting Peter Robinson (SHrUBS)

2009-06-28 off Whitby Sighting 3 seen off Whitby Hobbs, M. (2009) British Wildlife 20:426.

2008-04-29 NE of Whitby Sighting 4 seen at 09:55 hrs Rob Stark via Robin Petch

2009-06-28 East of Whitby Sighting 3 seen at 10:00 hrs

1986-01-17 Filey Stranding A 2.6m male stranded. Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-05-07 Scarborough (South beach) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

Hobbs, M. (2004) Cetaceans. British Wildlife 
16 (2):122-124.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

A 2m female from the group seen swimming in 
circles and barrel rolling in surf, later died and was 
taken to Nat. Hist. Mus. for autopsy

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

Off William Wright Dock, Humber 
Estuary

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

6 White-beaked Dolphins off Long Nab, 
Scarborough early in the day.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

6 White-beaked Dolphins were later in Filey Bay 
for much of the day. They were apparently 
photographed and confirmed as White-beaked. 

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

Herd (uncounted) 2 miles off shore seen from 
RSPB Puffin Cruise from Bridlington to 
Flamborough. "Every person on board was thrilled 
to spend nearly 25 minutes surrounded by them 
which just lazed around as the Yorkshire Belle 
sailed very slowly through them."

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

12 White-beaked Dolphins feeding north of the 
Brigg.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

12 White-beaked Dolphins feeding north of the 
Brigg.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

15-20 dolphins, believed to be white-beaked, in 
Filey Bay on December 2nd. Mr and Mrs 
Beecham
thought at first they were porpoise until they 
began jumping and showing their tails.

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

Scarborough, Marine Drive (TA053 
895)

1 400m  bearing 500

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris
White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorynchus 
albirostris

Bryan Clarkson, Spec via Robin 
Petch/Seawatch Foundation

White-sided Dolphin Lagenorynchus acutus
White-sided Dolphin Lagenorynchus acutus



Sighting

2001-02-09 Scarborough (off Marine Drive) Sighting 2 C. Reynolds
2002-03-30 Scarborough Sighting 3+ M. Sanders
2002-10-07 Haile Sand Fort (Humber Estuary) Sighting 1 travelling slowly P. Threlfall
2004-07-6 to 7 Filey Brigg Sightings FBOG Ann. Rep. 2004

2004-10-08 Broomfleet (Humber estuary) Stranding 1

2004-10-26 Bridlington Bay Sighting 26 seen in Bridlington Bay Organisation Cetacea (ORCA) News  
2009-01-01 0ff Flamborough Head, Sighting 14 seen  

2009-05-31 Sandsend to Runswick Bay Sighting 12 seen around 19:55 hrs from the Esk Belle II

2009-05-31 Off Whitby Sighting

2009-05-31 Off Bempton Cliffs Sighting

2009-07-01 Off Whitby Sighting Sea Watch Foundation

2009-07-19 Withernsea Sands Sighting 1 seen at 18:30 hrs Heather Stocks/Seawatch Foundation
2009-07-22 Sighting 11 seen at 06:00 hrs Andrew Robertson/Seawatch foundation

South Landing, Flamborough (TA/26) Stranding (Delany 1985, Howes 2000)

1985-01-15 Holmpton to Easington. Stranding (Delany 1985, Howes 2000)

1991-05-21 Redcar Stranding 1 6.1m male stranded (Ditchburn 1992, Howes & Phillips 1993)

1995-07-08 Flamborough Head Sighting (Newsome 1996) 

2006-07-02 Flamborough Head Sightings Flamborough Ornithological Group

2006-07-12 Flamborough Head Sighting Bridlington Free Press 13th July 06.

2007-08-29 Hartlepool, Cleveland. Sighting Stewart Hinley

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 1999-01-25 to 
30

River Trent at Gainsborough, 
Lincolnshire

First reported as a single Porpoise, then 
confirmed from photographs as Bottle-nose 
Dolphin. Two believed to be present later in the 
week.

Reports by David Turner (Retford, Notts), Jeff 
Higgett (Ipswich), Louise & Andrew Hill 
(Doncaster). ID from photos sent by Louise 
Hill.

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 1 (Bow-riding a small boat and rubbing itself on 

the bouys off the Brigg end).
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus Ray Eades & Lucas Mander (YNU Bulletin 43: 

8-11).
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus Richard Baines via Robin Petch/Seawatch 

Foundation
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation; Hobbs, 

M. (2009) British Wildlife 20:426.
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 10-12 seen at 18:40 hrs from the Esk Belle II. A 

group of approximately twelve dolphins (including 
young) were seen having fun, leaping and bow 
riding within the waters around Whitby. 

Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation; Hobbs, 
M. (2009) British Wildlife 20:426.

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 8 seen travelling north off Bempton at 06:30. This 
was part of a rare monitoring by independent 
coastal observers of a group of bottle-nose 
dolphins passing north along the Yorkshire coast 
from Bempton at 06:30  hrs to Whitby at 18:40  
hrs and up to Runswick bay by 19:55  hrs.

Tom Warlow via Robin Petch/Seawatch 
Foundation; Hobbs, M. (2009) British Wildlife 
20:426

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 12, including some calves seen off Whitby. Kris 
Simpson of the Sea Watch Foundation said: "It 
was a large group with perhaps nine individuals, 
including calves, all close together, and another 
three further out. 
"It was a wonderful sight." 

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus
Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 200m ESE of Marine Drive, 

Scarborough

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis Last Recorded 
1977-11-27

Long-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala 
melaena

36 (inc. 14 males and 19 females) stranded 
between Holmpton & Easington.

Long-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala melaena

Killer Whale Orcinus orca 1 male and 4 females or young watched passing 
north-east.

Killer Whale Orcinus orca 6 Killer Whales swam north past Flamborough 
Head between 11.40 and 12-00 hrs

Killer Whale Orcinus orca Passengers queueing for the trip reported an 
orca, or killer whale, jumping out of the water off 
the coast. RSPB reps. Confirmed that  there were 
four female and two male killer whales off the 
coast of Flamborough on the day in question.

Killer Whale Orcinus orca 2-3 probable Killer Whales present off shore for 
about an hour but were very distant.



Strandings

1997-01-08 Stranding Nat. Hist. Mus. (Spn. SW 1997/4b)

1998-01-18 Hunt Cliff, Saltburn Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-02-09 Filey Brigg Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-02-28 Sandsend Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-04-09 Scarborough (South beach) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-04-20 Cromer Point (1 mile E. of point) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-05-04 Marske by the Sea Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-12-13 Coatham Sands Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1998-12-22 Saltburn Sands Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-01-02 Spurn, Chalk Bank Stranding 1 dead Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-01-16 Saltfleet to Donna Nook Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-02-00 R. Trent, Gainsbrough Sighting 1 in Trent at Gainsbrough Bridge A. Hill & BBC Look North
1999-03-08 Grimsby Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-03-19 Spurn Point Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-03-24 Bridlington Harbour Stranding 1 regularly visited the harbour Hull Daily Mail 24.3.1999
1999-03-22 Skipsea Stranding Yorkshire Post 24.3.1999

1999-04-05 North Ferriby Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-06-03 Filey (beach) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-08-10 Scarborough (North Bay) Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-12-04 West side of Spurn Head Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
1999-12-20 Saltburn Sands Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-00-00 Cleveland Stranding 3 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-00-00 Bridlington Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-00-00 Kilnsea Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-01-06 Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.

2000-05-26 Withernsea Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-06-30 Saltburn Sands Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-07-24 Scarborough Harbour Sighting 2 or 3 L. Cowlishaw
2000-08-09 Bridlington Stranding Nat. Hist. Mus.

2000-08-25 Bridlington Stranding Nat. Hist. Mus.

2000-08-29 Bridlington Stranding Nat. Hist. Mus.

2000-08-29 Bridlington Stranding Nat. Hist. Mus.

2000-08-30 Filey Brigg Stranding 1 m. 141cm 700m off Filey Brigg floating in sea. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-09-08 Bridlington Stranding 1 m. 125cm in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-10-11 Coatham Sands, Redcar Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-10-23 Mappleton Sighting 2-3 moving south (3pm Patrick Swift
2000-10-08 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 122cm in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-10-19 Bridlington Stranding 1 m. 135cm 10 miles off shore in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-10-21 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 152cm 20 miles off shore in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.

False Killer Whale Pseudorca crassidens Last Recorded 
1935-11-16 to 
12-02

Donna Nook (TF/4399) & Hornsea 
(TA/2147) 

Mass stranding. Eleven or twelve stranding at 
Donna Nook (TF/4399) on 16 Nov. 1 stranded at 
Hornsea (TA/2147) on 18 Nov. and 1 stranded at 
Donna Nook on 2 Dec.

(Spalding 1966, Delany 1985, Howes 1996, 
2000)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Reedness (tidal mud on south bank of 
Ouse)

1 male stranded on a particularly high tide during 
the 8th. Examined by CAH.

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 juv. Bruised & battered on shore. Resuscitated 

at Scarborough Sealife Centre and released at 
Scarborough on 23rd March

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Tilcon Plant, South Bank, 

Middlesbrough
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 m. 140cm 18 miles off coast caught in fishing 

nets
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 m. 136cm 18 miles off coast caught in fishing 

nets
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 m. 104cm 18 miles off coast caught in fishing 

nets
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 m. 139cm 18 miles off coast caught in fishing 

nets
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena



2000-10-21 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 132cm 20 miles off shore in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-10-19 Bridlington Stranding 1 20 miles off shore in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
2000-11-05 Bridlington Stranding 1 m. 109cm 20 miles off shore in fishing nets. Nat. Hist. Mus.
00-00-2001 Cleveland Stranding 3 strandings near Teesmouth Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-02-18 Tees Bay Sighting 12+ feeding R. Kirby
2001-02-24 Scarborough Sighting 6 approx. feeding S. Ledger
2001-03-12 Filey Brigg Sighting 12 feeding J. Thompson
2001-04-00 Tidal part of River Aire Sighting Yorkshire Evening Post 29.April 2001

2001-06-02 Humberside Stranding 1 m. 136cm with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-07-12 Humberside Stranding 1 f. 138cm with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-07-09 Humberside Stranding 1 f.  82cm with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-07-04 Humberside Stranding 1 m. 140cm with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2001-08-18 Flamborough (2 miles off) Sighting 10 J. Thompson
2001-12-24 Scarborough (North Bay) Sighting 2 H.& S. Senior
2002-03-14 Fraisethorpe to Barmston Stranding 1 (at least) amongst storm debris. N.V.Proctor
2002-07-15 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 117cm off Bridlington with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2002-07-09 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 152cm off Bridlington with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2002-08-05 Whitby (3-4 miles offshore) Sighting 1 riding bow wave of boat C. Fleming
2002-08-07 Spurn Point Sighting 10 L. Fuller
2002-08-05 Whitby (3-4 miles offshore) Sighting 1 riding bow wave of boat C. Fleming
2002-08-07 Spurn Point Sighting 10 L. Fuller
2002-09-10 Sighting John Rochester via UK Cetnet.

2002-09-30 Spurn Point Sighting 5 E. Hill
2002-09-02 Bridlington Stranding 1 m. 141cm off Bridlington with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2002-09-02 Bridlington Stranding 1 f. 157cm off Bridlington with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2002-09-16 Bridlington Stranding 1 m. 144cm off Bridlington with physical trauma Nat. Hist. Mus.
2002-09-30 Spurn Point Sighting 5 E. Hill
2003-00-00 Humberside Caught 5 caught in fishing nets June to August SMRU
2003-00-00 Cleveland Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-00-00 Whitby area Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-00-00 Bridlington area Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-00-00 Barmston area Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-00-00 Kilnsea area Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-00-00 Spurn Stranding 1 Nat. Hist. Mus.
2003-01-23 Humber Estuary Sighting 2 P.K. Preston
2003-03-20 Bempton Cliffs Sighting 1 S. Williams
2003-03-20 Bempton Cliffs Sighting 1 S. Williams
2003-03-15 Howden, tidal Ouse Sighting Yorkshire Post 17.3.2003

2003-03-16 Cawood (River Ouse) Sighting Several Yorkshire Post 17.iii.2003

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Last week porpoises were seen in the tidal part of 

the river, presumably feeding on the increasing 
fish stocks.

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Whitby (c. 6 miles out, NNE of 

harbour)
c. 20 small pods, with two to five individuals a pod 
 (17.00 to 17.30  hrs).

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Porpoises paid a visit to Howden on Saturday to 

the delight of a crowd of people who watched 
them from the swing bridge'

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena



2003-04-27 Humber estuary Stranding Sue Rhodes BDMLR website

2003-04-07 Humber Stranding Sue Rhodes, BDMLR website

2003-04-03 Ouse (nr. M62 Ouse bridge) Sighting Martin Fuller (Environment Agency)

2003-04-08 Saltend Jetty (Humber) Stranding Simon Drayton, BDMLR website

2004-08-28 Flamborough Head Sighting 3 at 12:05 hrs Robin Petch
2004-08-28 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 at 12:39 hrs Robin Petch
2004-08-28 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 at 15:35 hrs Robin Petch
2004-08-29 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 at 10:00 hrs Anon.
2004-08-29 Flamborough Head Sighting 8 at 11:15 hrs Tara & Alex Scott
2004-08-29 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 at 13:40 hrs Robin Petch
2004-08-29 Flamborough Head Sighting 3 at 12:05 hrs Robin Petch
2004-00-00 Ness Point, Whitby Sighting Heard of c. 30 Alastaire Forsyth
2005-03-27 Barmstone Strandings Roy Crossley; Timesonline 13.4.05

2005-04-00 Driffield [River Hull] Stranding 1 Ray Eades
2005-04-00 River Aire Sighting Martin Fuller (Environment Agency)

2005-04-11 East Yorkshire Coast Strandings 30 (total in past 2 weeks) Yorkshire Post 12.4.2005 p.3
2005-04-12 Spurn Strandings 3

2005-04-13 Skipsea Strandings 1

2005-04-14 Lincolnshire coast Strandings 5 Yorkshire Post 15.4.2005 p.8
2005-04-14 Strandings c. 40 (total in past 3 weeks) Yorkshire Post 15.4.2005 p.8

Holderness coast/Humber mouth Sightings

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 fatal stranding. Post mortem showed two linear 
marks on the dorsal aspect of the tail stock. One 
of these had a three cornered tear, an injury 
similar to rakemarks found in harbour porpoises 
that have been killed as a result of interactions 
with bottlenose dolphins. In addition, two sets of 
parallel rakemark like injuries were found on 
either side of the tail stock. (5 parallel curviliear 
rakemarks on the left and 4 on the right). The 
spacing between these rakemarks was 11mm, 
the same size as the spacing between bottlenose 
dolphin teeth (Robert Deavile, Institute of 
Zoology).

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Three porpoises stranded on mud flats 
approximately 15 miles inland from Hull. They 
freed themselves and were seen fishing in the 
river. They have been up in this area for two 
weeks. 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Humber Rescue (Web site) service dated 3rd 
April 2003 reported that the objects spotted near 
the M62 Ouse Bridge turned out to be porpoises, 
which they had seen close up.

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 on mud 180m off shore. Relaunched, swam off 
strongly and 'porpoised' several times.

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
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Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2 (photo of one (27.03.05) deemed to have been 

shot in the head, sent to Sgt. Chris Hines, 
Humberside Police); 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Two EA Flood Risk Management officers reported 

close views of two porpoises surfing the bow 
wave of a stoning boat on the lower Aire in April 
2005. This is said to be unusual behaviour for 
porpoises so it could be that they were simply 
running before the boat in the shallow water. They 
said the boat crew were distinctly unimpressed 
since it was a regular sight to them. 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena BBC News 13.4.05; Yorkshire Post 15.4.05 

p.8
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena BBC News 13.4.05; Yorkshire Post 15.4.05 

p.8
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Teeside to the Wash (includes all 

above)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena July 2004 to 

March 2006
41 sightings of 52 individuals of 8,400 km of 
transect flights during aerial survey of the 
Holderness coast.

Mander, Eades & Cutts (Naturalist 134: 129-
134).



2007-00-00 Filey Brigg Sightings

2007-01-01 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-01-06 Filey Brigg Sightings 2

2007-01-13 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

Filey Brigg Sightings 2 on six dates

2007-02-15 Filey, Coble landing Stranding 1

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-02-18 Tees estuary, opposite Smith's Dock. Sighting 1 in the Tees opposite Smith's Dock. Mike Leakey
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-02-21 Saltholme Sighting 3 porpoise close in at 1.50pm. Sylvia Brennan
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-03-00 Scarborough Harbour mouth Sighting 1 in mid February

2007-03-00 Filey Brigg Sightings Up to 3 animals seen on on 8 days

2007-04-07 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-04-10 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-04-16 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-05-12 Filey Brigg Sightings

2007-05-15 Whitgift (River Ouse) Sighting

Filey Brigg Sightings 2 (Mother + Calf)

2007-06-24 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-06-27 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-06-30 Whitby Harbour Sighing 3 seen at 10:15 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-06-30 Whitby Harbour Sighing 2 seen at 11:05 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-06-30 Whitby Harbour Sighing 1 seen at 11:45 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-06-30 Whitby Harbour Sighing 2 seen at 16:00 hrs off Whitby Harbour David Clarkson (Esk Belle)
2007-06-30 Whitby Harbour Sighing 1 seen at 17:30 hrs off Whitby Harbour David Clarkson (Esk Belle)
00-07-2007 Filey Brigg Sightings Sightings on nine dates from 12th.

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 2 seen at 10:12 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 2 seen at 10:14 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 2 seen at 11:00 hrs off Whitby Harbour

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Seawatching sessions at least twice per week 
showed the species to be present every month.

John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-02-13 to 
25

John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Robin Petch and Kris Simpson, regional 
coordinators for North Yorkshire, East 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 (only one seen despite good coverage during 
month)

John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1 Harbour Porpoise passed on the flood tide 
heading upstream c. mid tide.  It appeared to be 
quite mobile, ‘porpoising’ and moving across the 
main channel and up and down stream, although 
generally moving upstream with the tide.  Also a 
Atlantic Grey moved past 10 minutes later.

Nick Cutts (YNU Bulletin (2007) 48:23)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-06-20 to 
23

John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Simpson and Brian Skipper 
of Esk Belle

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Simpson and Brian Skipper 
of Esk Belle

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Simpson and Brian Skipper 
of Esk Belle

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 

Belle)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 

Belle)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 

Belle)



2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 3 seen at 11:03 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 1 seen at 13:15 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 1 seen at 13:19 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 2 seen at 14:00 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-01 Whitby Harbour Sighting 1 seen at 14:02 hrs off Whitby Harbour

2007-07-12 Filey Brigg Stranding 1 (1.5m specimen)

2007-07-13 Hornsea Sighting 1 seen at 08:3 Sandra Lemons
2007-08-23 Skinnigrove Sighting 1 seen Rare Bird Alert Elain Francis
2007-09-13 Scarborough (Marine Drive) Sighting 2 seen 18:45 off the Marine Drive Mr and Mrs D Dixon
2007-07-24 Filey Brigg Sightings 5

2007-08-00 Filey Brigg Sightings 1s and 2s perent each day.

2007-08-05 Filey Brigg Sightings 2 (Mother + Calf)

2007-08-14 Filey Brigg Sightings 2 (Mother + Calf)

2007-08-11 Filey Brigg Sightings 5

2007-08-15 Filey Brigg Sightings 3

2007-08-23 Hummersea Sighting Ted Parker

2007-08-28 Skinningrove Sighting Ted Parker

2007-09-00 Filey Brigg Sightings 2 to 3 regularly present

2007-09-13 Barnby Tidal barrarge, R. Ouse Sighting 1 Martin Fuller
2007-09-21 Filey Brigg Sightings 25+ (highest total for 2007)

00-10-2007 Filey Brigg Sightings Singles on six dates

2007-10-27 Filey Brigg Sightings 2

2007-10-28 Filey Brigg Sightings 6

2007-10-29 Filey Brigg Sightings 3

2007-10-14 Boulty Sighting 3-4 seen at 11:57 hrs at Boulby Damian Money
Filey Brigg Sightings Up to 5

2007-11-10 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-11-11 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

2007-11-14 Scarborough Harbour (TA052 887) Sighting Chris Barrett (SHrUBS)
2007-11-14 Sighting Peter Robinson (SHrUBS)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 
Belle)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 
Belle)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 
Belle)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 
Belle)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Robin Petch, Kris Si Bryan Clarkson (Esk 
Belle)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena A Harbour Porpoise off the beck mouth was my 

first at this this location.
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2 or 3 Harbour Porpoises swam passed offshore. 

From 08:00 to 14:15 hrs.
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 

p.102-111)
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2007-11- 1st 

week
John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena John Sanderson (FBOG Bird Report for 2007 
p.102-111)

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2 at 70m bearing 900

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Scarborough (Marine Drive) (TA053 
895)

Group of 10 bearing 400. 1 leaped & breached.



2007-11-18 Scarborough Harbour (TA052 887) Sighting Chris Barrett (SHrUBS)
2007-11-25 Filey Brigg Sightings 1

00-12-2007 Filey Brigg Sightings Regular sightings of single animals

2007-12-14 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 Jerome Masters (EA)
2007-12-16 Whitby (2 miles S) Sighting 1 seen 10:00 hrs 2 miles S of Whitby Steve Taylor  
2007-12-26 Filey Brigg Sightings 7 feeding at 'Emperor's Bath'

2008-03-00 Bridlington beach, nr. Spa. Shot 1 with gunshot wound to head. Yorkshire Post 31 March 2008
2008-03-09 Scarborough (Marine Drive) Sighting 1 seen at 16:00 hrs off Marine Drive Richard Stubbs
2008-03-28 Scarborough (between N & S Bays) Sighting Neil Simms

2008-05-10 Hull (from The Deep) Sighting 2 seen at 09:55 in the Humber from The Deep  Sarah Bellard
2008-06-16 Sighting 7 seen  NE of Barton-Upon-Humber Natasha Estrada

2008-06-15 River Humber area Sighting 7 seen at 11:00 hrs Natasha Estrada
2008-06-22 Flambourough Head Sighting 1 seen at 11:54 hrs Robin Petch.
2008-06-27 Whitby (to the NE) Sighting 2 seen at 20:06hrs NE of Whitby Robin Petch.
2008-08-07 Humber Bridge (2 miles south) Sighting Natasha Estrada

2008-08-15 Scarborough (off the Castle) Sighting 4 seen off Scarborough Castle Stephen Park
2008-08-19 Atwick Sighting 4 seen at 17:00 hrs at Atwick Michael Ayres
2008-08-23 Off Scarborough Harbour Sighting 2 seen at 09:00 hrs Jeff Colley
2008-08-29 Flamborough Head Sighting 3 seen Rare Bird Alert
2008-09-20 Scarborough Sighting 3 seen at 18:00 hrs off Scarborough Chris Gregory
2008-09-21 Flamborough Head Sighting 6 seen at 12:00 hrs off Flamborough Nicola Furbisher
2008-09-27 Whitby (4 miles NNE) Sighting 6 seen at 11:28 hrs 4 miles NNE of Whitby Robin Petch/Rob Stark et al.
2008-09-28 Whitby (0.6 nm N) Sighting 1 seen at 12:05 hrs 0.6nm N of Whitby Robin Petch and Esk Belle II
2008-09-28 Whitby (0.8 nm N) Sighting 2 seen at 11.15 hrs 0.6nm N of Whitby Robin Petch and Esk Belle II
2008-09-13 Sighting 3 seen at 14:50 hrs William Davies/Seawatch Foundation

2008-09-28 0.6nm N of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 12:05  hrs from the Esk Belle II Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2008-09-28 0.8nm N of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 11:15  hrs Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2009-01-17 North Bay, Scarborough Sighting 2 seen at 15:00  hrs Emma Howe-Andrews/Seawatch Foundation
2009-01-24 West Cliff Bay, Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 14:00  hrs Emma Howe-Andrews/Seawatch Foundation

Dolphin sp. 2009-03-16 Sighting 3 seen at 08:00  hrs Andrew Robertson/Seawatch Foundation

2009-05-28 15NM NE of Whitby Sighting 30 seen at 08:30  hrs from MV Chieftain via Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2009-05-31 SE of Whitby Sighting 4 seen 

2009-05-31 E of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 12:35  hrs 

2009-05-31 NE of Whitby Sighting 5 seen at 11:15  hrs

2009-06-20 Saltwick Nab, Whitby Sighting 2 seen 

2009-07-19 E of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 19:01  hrs

2009-07-19 N of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 17:55  hrs

2009-07-19 NW of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 16:18 hrs
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2009-07-19 NW of Whitby Sighting 6 seen at 16:03 hrs

2009-07-19 Saltwick Nab Sighting 2 seen at 13:55 hrs

2009-07-20 E of Cowbar Nab Sighting 3 seen at 16:32 hrs

2009-07-20 Cowbar Nab Sighting 2 seen at 16:18 hrs

2009-07-20 SE of Cowbar Nab Sighting 1 seen at 16:05 hrs

2009-07-20 NW of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 15:32 hrs

2009-07-20 NW of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 13:23 hrs

2009-07-21 NW of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 14:19 hrs

2009-07-21 NE of Cowbar Nab Sighting 3 seen at 10:30 hrs

2009-07-24 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen at 13:16 hrs Giovanna Pesante/Seawatch Foundation
2009-07-24 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen at 12:59 hrs Giovanna Pesante/Seawatch Foundation
2009-07-26 North Bay, Scarborough Sighting 3 seen at 11:00 hrs Peter Andrews/Seawatch Foundation
2009-07-26 North Bay, Scarborough Sighting 2 seen at 10:00 hrs Emma Howe-Andrews/Seawatch Foundation
2009-08-05 Flamborough Head Sighting 2 seen at 18:25 hrs John Galpin/Seawatch Foundation
2009-08-06 Flamborough Head Sighting 1 seen at 17:15 hrs John Galpin/Seawatch Foundation
2009-09-12 3 miles off Flamborough Head Sighting 3 seen at 09:41 hrs

2009-09-30 South Bay of Scarborough Sighting 2 seen at 14:00 hrs Yvonne Radstake/Seawatch Fundation
2009-10-11 Marine Drive, Scarborough Sighting 5 seen at 11:00 hrs Jackie Sheppard/Seawatch Foundation
2010-04-03 1 mile NNW of Whitby Sighting 1 seen at 14:20 hrs

2010-04-29 NE of Whitby Bell Buoy Sighting 3 seen at 10:05 hrs

2010-06-26 Bridlington harbour Sighting 1 seen at 16:30 hrs Gemma Kaye/Seawatch Foundation
2010-07-18 South Bay, Scarborough Sighting 4 seen at 12:00 hrs Emma Howe-Andrews/Seawatch Foundation
2010-08-10 Whitby Sighting 4 seen at 15:11 hrs David Clarkson/Seawatch Foundation
2010-08-11 NW. of Robin Hood Bay Sighting 3 seen at 16:06 hrs

2010-08-11 N. of Robin Hood Bay Sighting 2 seen at 15:58 hrs

2010-08-11 N. of Robin Hood Bay Sighting 3 seen at 15:43 hrs

2010-08-11 East of Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 10:34 hrs

2010-08-11 E. of Whitby Sighting 4 seen

2010-08-14 Whitby Sighting 5 seen at 20:22 hrs Colin MacLeod/Seawatch Foundation
2010-08-14 Whitby Sighting 2 seen at 18:33 hrs Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2010-08-14 Whitby Harbour Sighting 6 seen at 12:45 hrs Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
2010-08-15 Whitby Sighting 4 seen at 15:02 hrs Robin Petch/Seawatch Foundation
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