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John Newbould, Albert Henderson and 

Mark Seaward receive certificates of 
life membership from our President 

Geoffrey Wilmore (to rear).  
 

 
Derek Whitely (Sorby Society) with 
President John Wint at the annual 

conference  
 
 

 
Software Demonstration Day : White Hart 

Hotel Harrogate 13 th February 2011.  
 

www.ynu.org.uk  
 
 

Front Cover: Fly Orchid, Dalby Forest,  
 VC 62 meeting June 2010   
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1861 - 2011 Celebrating 150 years of 
recording YorkshireÕs ever changing  

flora and fauna  

 

 
 Hannah Droop and Paula Lightfoot  

 
 

 
Surveying West Yorkshire Lichen Flora  

See the Naturalist 135 , 173-187. 
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THE YORKSHIRE NATURALISTSÕ UNION 
ANNUAL REPORT 2010-11 

Charity No 224018  
The Executive of the Union (the Trustees) are pleased to present the Annual Report, 
together with the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 examined under the 
requirements of the Charities Acts 1993. The report focuses on the main issues and 
activities with which the Union has been involved during 2010-11. The report is laid 
out to the requirements of SORP 2005. 
 
1. REFERENCE and ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  
Registered Office: Stonecroft, 3 Brookmead Close, Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth DT3 
6RS. Website: www.ynu.org.uk  
 

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Mr J. K. Bowers (2013) Chairman of the Executive 

Mr J. Wint (2011) Vice Chairman  

Mr J.A. Newbould  General Secretary & Treasurer. co-opted 20 November 
2010 

Mr A. Norris (2011) Chairman Natural Sciences Committee 

Mrs P. Lightfoot (2013) From 20th November 2010. Treasurer from 1st April 2011 

Mrs J. Warwick  Publicity Ð Co-opted 20 November 2010. 

Mrs S. West (2012) Minutes Secretary  

Mr A. Henderson (2011)  

Mr A. Godfrey (2013)  

Mr C.C. Thomas (2012)  

Dr A.V. Millard (2012)  

Mrs Hannah Droop Membership Secretary from 1st October 2010 
(Attending non-trustee member) 

OFFICERS 
President Mr G.T.D. Wilmore  to 20/11/2010 then Mr J.A. Wint 
President Elect Dr R.S. Key from 20/11/10 

G.T.D. Wilmore and R.S. Key were not trustees of the Union, during the financial period. 
 
EXAMINER 
Mr T A Corcoran, Chartered Tax Adviser and Accountant,  
623 Chesterfield Road, Sheffield, S8 0RX 
 
BANKERS  
National Westminster Bank, plc. Markets Branch, 66 Vicar Lane, Leeds, LS1 7JQ 
 
INVESTMENTS 
COIF Charities Management Funds, 80 Cheapside, London EC2V 6DZ 
 
INSURANCE 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group plc, Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester. 
 
STAFF 
The Yorkshire NaturalistsÕ Union employs no staff. 
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2. STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE and MANAGEMENT.  
LEGAL STRUCTURE 
The Yorkshire NaturalistsÕ Union is an unincorporated society of members and a 
federation of natural history societies and scientific societies in the County of York. It 
is a Registered Charity, no.  224018. During the year it operated under a constitution 
dated March 5th, 2005. 
 
ELECTION OF TRUSTEES 
Each year three trustees step down by rotation and may seek re-election. The year 
in parenthesis (in the table above) shows the year of retirement. Members over the 
age of 18 are entitled to be proposed, and seconded as trustees and seek election at 
the Annual General Meeting. At the AGM, held at Bingley on 20th November 2010, 
Mr D. Lindley did not seek re-election.  Mrs P. Lightfoot, Mr J.K. Bowers and Mr A. 
Godfrey were elected to serve until 2013. Notice of the election of trustees was 
published in Bulletin 54. Mr J.A. Newbould was co-opted as General Secretary and 
Treasurer from 20 November 2010 Ð 31st March 2011. The Union wishes to thank 
David Lindley for his service on the Executive for the last six years. Mr J.A. 
Newbould (General Secretary) has day-to-day responsibility for management of the 
UnionÕs affairs.  
 
Paula Lightfoot is employed as the NBN data access officer, Craig Thomas is 
employed by Natural England, Sarah West is a Community Scientist employed by 
OPAL based at York University, John Bowers is also President of BANCS; John 
Newbould is a council member of the National Federation for Biological Recording; 
Adrian Norris is a trustee of the Scarborough Museums Trust and Recorder for the 
Conchological Society of Great Britain.    
 
TRAINING TRUSTEES. 
All trustees have received a copy of the revised book CC3, The Essential Trustee: 
What you need to know. The General Secretary monitors Charity Commission 
announcements and provides essential training on such matters during the course of 
Trustee meetings. All Trustees are experienced field naturalists able to exercise their 
judgement in managing the scientific affairs of the Union.  The Treasurer attended a 
CCLA investment seminar in Bath on 9th December 2010. Notes on this meeting 
were made available to all trustees.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
The Executive Committee of Trustees, which met four times during the period, 
manages the Union. In order to provide a wider forum for discussion on matters of 
natural history importance, the Natural Sciences Committee met three times under 
the Chairmanship of Mr A. Norris. This committee also provides a forum, where 
affiliated societies can meet with the Union. An open seminar for all members was 
held prior to the AGM at Bingley, to discuss changes to be made to publication of the 
Naturalist.   In addition, the Education Committee has met twice to deal with 
promoting the training of future generations of field naturalists; and the Species 
Biodiversity working party met once.  Authority has been delegated to these 
committees to deal with matters, within their terms of reference. The Trustees 
approve all financial transactions.  
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RISK MANAGEMENT.  
The Executive considered that, in view of only limited future financial contracts, e.g. 
the pre-booking of the UnionÕs annual conference, our financial commitments are 
well within our present financial reserves. COIF Investment Management, which 
spreads the deposits around 20 banks, holds our main deposits of cash. Cash 
reserves have been reduced to a minimum as a result of low interest yields. The 
trustees have considered areas where cost savings can be made, especially in 
printing and postage costs. This strategy will take a little time to implement, 
especially when we seek to use new technology in-house to reduce printing costs. 
 
In terms of meetings, our greatest exposure to risk is Health and Safety at field 
meetings. The Executive reviews Health and Safety annually. The UnionÕs Health 
and Safety Policy was circulated to all members in the spring of 2008 following a 
review, in the light of present Defra concerns on animal health issues. Members are 
asked to contact any Trustee, if they feel that there has been a lapse of safety, which 
concerns them. Guidance notes for working in the field have been issued to all 
members and guests on training courses. Members are asked to sign the attendance 
list before the meeting starts at all vice-county excursions. The Executive was not 
notified of any reportable incident during the period. 
 
The Trustees considered the question of young people under the age of 18 attending 
meetings. They have issued the following guidance: ÒYoung persons under the age 
of 18 are welcome to attend all meetings. However, as the Union has no member 
registered under the ChildrenÕs Act, their parent or guardian must accompany young 
persons. The leader of an event must be consulted if children wish to attend.Ó  
 
The Trustees considered carefully the level of public liability insurance and other 
risks. We have £10,000,000 employerÕs liability cover for members on Union 
business and £5,000,000 of public liability cover for visitors. Members of voluntary 
organisations such as ours increasingly need to work through a charity, or similar 
organisation, which has liability insurance. Recent guidance from the Charity 
Commission suggests that Charities, which give advice, should hold such insurance. 
This trustees and officers liability insurance provides £500,000 cover. A leaflet giving 
guidance on insurance matters was issued to members with the Spring 2005 mailing 
and/or on joining. 
 
The Executive has also considered the roles and succession issues in respect of our 
principal officers. At the present time, they consider the greatest risk to the Union is 
the considerable administrative support given by the General Secretary who steps 
down on 31st March 2011. The Executive is actively pursuing options for devolving 
these duties.  
 
3) OBJECTIVES and ACTIVITIES  
 Aims and Objectives of the Union for public benefit.  
These are to promote the scientific investigation of the fauna, flora and physical 
features of the county and encourage the conservation of these by means of a) the 
UnionÕs publications and b) the holding of field and indoor meetings in the Yorkshire 
Watsonian vice-counties 61-65. In terms of the Charities Act 2006, the Union 
qualifies for charitable status as a charity for the advancement of environmental 
protection and improvement. The trustees consider that the charity contributes the 
following public benefits: 
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�� We welcome as members, all who wish to investigate the countyÕs flora, fauna 
and habitats. To assist members to develop their knowledge, the Union is 
divided into sections, each specialising in different aspects of taxonomy. Each 
section appoints recorders, who keep records, either on an electronic database 
or by using a card index of species records for the county and surrounding 
administrative areas. Skills are developed through field meetings, indoor 
meetings and our annual conference and the help given by our recorders in 
verification of data. Our publications provide inter alia an archival record and an 
explanation of records, which databases have difficulty in providing.  

�� For publicity and access to our major events, open to the public, information 
was placed on our website www.ynu.org.uk; events were advertised through 
the OPAL Project.  

��  Dr Jon Capel is the UnionÕs representative on the Yorkshire and Humber 
Biodiversity Forum (YHBF) and on its Executive involving three meetings per 
annum. Mr J A Newbould and Mr J A Wint have represented the Union on the 
Yorkshire and Humber Environmental Data Network.  

�� To support the regionÕs local biological records centres, and through them place 
membersÕ data on the NBN Gateway. Working with OPAL, we have developed 
and trialled training on electronic data entry using Excel. We have also 
organised a seminar and demonstration day of recording software. 

�� The Education Committee delivered five foundation courses in natural history 
recording, based on a continuous professional development model, to 30 
members of the public. These courses aim to provide an introduction to 
biological recording, using the minimum of classroom tuition and maximising 
the time spent on developing field skills. The Education Committee provided 
field skills training to fifty Leeds University MSc students in May, 2009 and at 
the year end are planning instruction over one and a half days to around forty 
students in 2011. 

�� We continued to publish three editions of The Naturalist, two editions of the 
Bulletin, and a Bird Report, putting biodiversity information into the public 
domain. In addition, jointly with Butterfly Conservation Yorkshire, we published 
a Butterflies and Moths Report for 2009 in the summer of 2010. We also 
published an Annual Report. 

�� In March 2011, the Union held its annual Spring Conference at the Holiday Inn, 
Garforth, Leeds attracting over ninety delegates including non-Union members.  

�� Union members continue to support the regionÕs Biological Records Centres, 
and have in the second half of the year given £1250 grant aid to YHEDN to 
support a volunteersÕ database officer. 

�� The Union neither owns nor leases any office space. The General Secretary 
and Treasurer, using equipment owned by him at his home, undertakes day-by-
day administration and storage of records and publications. The Editor of the 
Bulletin, at his home, undertakes the administration relating to field meetings 
and collection of material for the Bulletin. Similarly the work of the Editor of The 
Naturalist is undertaken at his home. During the year, we were fortunate to use, 
at no cost, space to store the UnionÕs Library in St WilliamÕs College York. We 
estimate that this facility is worth at least £2,000. No payments are made for the 
other facilities and we are unable to quantify the value of services provided.  

�� Natural England made time available via. Emma Lusby (their Leeds based 
publicity manager) to promote the YNU and its 150th Anniversary celebrations. 
An initial article was published in the Yorkshire Post on the morning of our 150th 
Anniversary Conference. See: http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/country-
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view/farming/naturalists_hunt_new_members_1_3196964.  Staff time was also made 
available to design a new full colour membership leaflet.  

�� The Union makes extensive use of volunteers.  The Executive wishes to thank 
all those members who organise Union activities and business, only 
occasionally submitting claims for the expense involved. The Executive is 
unable to quantify the unclaimed expenditure.  

�� The financial implications of these activities are reflected in notes 2(c) and 3(b) 
of the financial statements.  

 
4) ACHIEVEMENTS.  
During the period covered by this Annual Report, the trustees are able to report 
progress in delivering public services.  
  

�� In our last Annual Report we reported on the establishment of a Yorkshire and 
Humber Environmental Data Network as a community interest company. 
However, although the YNU and records centres run by charities quickly 
signed up to the agreement, progress has been slow signing the local 
authority record centres into the agreement. Many Yorkshire records were 
placed on the NBN gateway during March 2011. Many volunteers add 
considerable value to life in the community by supporting our local record 
centres but others are more suspicious and are reluctant to send data. At the 
year-end, with the prospects of major reductions in public funding envisaged, 
the Union has considerable concern about the financial future of such centres. 

 
�� Members also continue to support many initiatives with local authorities and 

continue to support Natural England and other statutory agencies with records 
and advice on the regionÕs flora and fauna. Recording is also undertaken for 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, the National Trust and other charitable 
organisations holding land as nature reserves. Members take part in the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands counts across the county; others support many of the 
British Trust for Ornithology surveys such as the Winter Atlas Survey, 
Breeding Bird Census, Bird Ringing and surveys for the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds and the Botanical Society of the British Isles and many 
other national societies recording schemes.  

 
�� Preparations for a Bioblitz to be held in Scarborough on 2nd, 3rd and 4th of 

June, 2011 in partnership with many other organisations were initiated in the 
second half of the financial year. Financial support for this project has been 
obtained from Welcome to Yorkshire and OPAL. (Mrs Sarah West was not 
involved with the decision making process).  

 
Principal meetings  
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Ramada Hotel, Bingley on Saturday, 
20th   November 2010. Mr G. T. D. Wilmore gave the Presidential Address entitled: 
Alien plants Ð an Ecological Perspective . Seventy members and guests 
attended this meeting, hosted by Bradford Botany Group. 
 
On 20th March 2010, the fifteenth Spring Conference was held at the Holiday Inn, 
Garforth, entitled The ever changing flora and fauna of Yorkshire . The 
Conference programme and the exhibition was organised by Mr J. A. Newbould, Mr 
J. A. Wint was chairman.  Mrs Hannah Droop undertook the administrative 
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arrangements. Dr R. S. Key, the President-elect, gave the vote of thanks.  Over 90 
members and guests attended the meeting. Many of the speakers were able to 
demonstrate points made using maps from the NBN gateway. Prior to lunch, the 
President John Wint proposed a toast to the YNU to which Derek Whitely (General 
Secretary of the Sorby Society) responded on behalf of members and guests. Guest 
speakers included Professor A H Fitter, Professor J. Rodwell and Stephanie Peays 
of Scott Wilson, Leeds and Keith Porter of Natural England. Tom Higginbottom and 
Margaret Redfern talked on the YNUÕs involvement with Plant Galls and the on-going 
development of identification keys; Phyl Abbott outlined progress with LadyÕs-slipper 
Orchid bringing it back from near extinction and John Newbould concluded by 
outlining changes in the way natural history is being reported coupled with changes 
to the organisation of the YNU.  
 
The following principal field meetings were held during the year: VC 61 at Lower 
Derwent Valley on 15th May; VC62 Dalby Forest on 12th June; VC63 Brockadale on 
3rd July; VC64 Buckden on 24th; VC65 Ballowfields LNR on 7th August.  
 

                    VC61 VC62 VC63 VC64 VC65 
Number of members attending 34 31 30 22 20 
Number of affiliated societies 21 15 12 13 16 
 
Attendance was again up in 2010 giving an average attendance of 27.4 (21 in 2009 
and in 2008, 15.4 in 2007, 16.4 in 2006 and 20.2 in 2005).  At both the VC64 and 
VC65 meetings, moth recorders spent the night in the area running at least eight MV 
traps. Members are thanked for sending field reports to the Excursion Secretary, 
which will be published in the Naturalist. The Union wishes to thank Adrian Norris for 
collating the reports and acting as Excursion Secretary.  
 
The Sections organised 14 field meetings (11 in 2009) and 10 indoor meetings 
throughout the year. The Entomological Section had few formal meetings during the 
year, but members continued surveying in small groups on an ad hoc basis. The 
Lepidoptera GroupÕs Annual Meeting was held at Bramham on March 7th, 2010.  
 
Publications  
Three issues of the Naturalist  (1073-1075) were published and distributed to 
members over the period. The three issues had 172 pages of print, devoted to a 
wide range of natural history papers subject to peer review. The reports for our 2009 
field meetings were published in Naturalist no 1074. Two issues of the Bulletin  (53 
and 54) were published during the year. The Executive wishes to thank Mr A. 
Henderson and Dr A. V. Millard, who worked to provide the printer with electronic 
copy for Bulletins substantially reducing costs.  
 
In the financial year 2007-08, it became obvious that we were running into 
substantial increases in printing and importantly mailing costs, which needed to be 
controlled. The Executive began to review all issues relating to our journals and a 
special Executive meeting was organised in February 2008 to which our editors were 
invited. Papers were presented outlining the costs involved for each journal of 
printing and mailing out each journal. One option discussed was to reduce the 
frequency of the Naturalist but retain the same number of pages. Other factors the 
Executive had to consider included print size to comply with the Disability 
Discrimination Act. At the meeting, it was agreed to set up a working party consisting 
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of Craig Thomas, Terry Crawford, Andy Millard and Paul Simmons. This working 
party considered all issues carefully and recommended to the Executive that the 
Bulletin be merged with the Naturalist and be published in an eighty page B4 format 
with colour illustrations three times each year. It was also recommended that instead 
of single editors an editorial board be established to oversee the production of the 
Naturalist.  The Chairman wrote to the editor of the Naturalist inviting him to be part 
of the new editorial team. Professor Seaward declined the invitation.  
 
An editorial board was set up under the chairmanship of John Bowers consisting of 
Albert Henderson, Sarah West, Bill Ely, Andy Millard and Paul Simmons. In June 
2010, we informed members of the new arrangements in writing. Whilst a small 
number of objections were raised, generally membership was content with the 
proposals. A seminar at which, mock-up copies of the proposed new format for the 
Naturalist was held on the morning of the AGM at Bingley. A copy of the editorial 
policy for the Naturalist was presented to members. Some points were raised at the 
meeting, which were not dissimilar to the written comments we received in the 
summer, but there was no request for a vote to overturn the ExecutiveÕs decision. At 
the close of the financial year, preparations for publication of the first of the new 
format edition were nearing completion.  
 
The Union wishes to thank: Professor Seaward for his 36 years as Editor of the 
Naturalist. This is the longest period served by any of the nine previous editors of this 
journal established in 1875 and also Albert Henderson has edited every one of the 
54 editions of the Bulletin plus a number of conference supplements, which are now 
published electronically.  
 
The 2008 edition of the Bird Report was published in May 2010.  This report, edited 
by Mr C. C. Thomas, contained 208 pages including a number of colour 
photographs, graphs and other quantitative information. The report was in the larger 
B5 format and contained reports on 299 birds seen in the County. The Union wishes 
to thank Mrs Jill Warwick and the Bird Report Committee for selling spare copies of 
the Bird Report, 2007, and with over £2700 banked from sales and advertising in the 
2008 Report by the end of the financial year, substantial progress has been made to 
recoup costs (see note 2c of the financial statements).  The Executive requests that 
all members collecting ornithological data make it available via their local society or 
local Biological Records Centre, preferably electronically.  
 
Mr H M Frost has continued to work with a team from the Lepidoptera Group to 
produce the fifth joint Butterfly Conservation/YNU Butterflies and Moths Report 2009. 
The ability of this group to produce a report so quickly revolves around the use of the 
Butterfly Conservation database for butterflies and the use of Map-mate for the 
macro moth records, which are co-ordinated by Dr C Fletcher.  
 
As can be expected within our 150th anniversary year, a number of people have been 
working to publish new material on YorkshireÕs naturalists and natural history. Dr 
Michael Archer has privately published People, Places and Species Ð a history of the 
study of Wasps, Ants and Bees in Watsonian Yorkshire supported by grants from the 
YNU special publications and illustrations fund and PLACE. Howard Frost led a team 
from the YNU including Harry Beaumont, Terry Crawford, Geoffrey Fryer and Chris 
Yeates on a re-print of George PorrittÕs Yorkshire Butterflies and Moth records from 
1883-86 to 1922. Published jointly by Butterfly Conservation and the YNU, a limited 
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number of copies are available for £30 plus £3 p&p from YNU book sales. A grant of 
£150 was made available from the Special Publications and Illustrations Fund. See 
note 3(b) of the financial statements. In addition, YNU members contributed articles 
on YorkshireÕs biodiversity through other journals. Mr A.A. Wardhaugh contributed 
The Scarborough Snail (Spermodea lamellate) and what it has to tell us about 
ancient woodland in British Wildlife 22, 176-183.  
 
At the Spring Conference, the editorial board of the South Yorkshire Plant Atlas 
launched the pre-publication sales of this latest YNU publication. Ten years of field 
work with over sixty special field trips plus much recording effort by members of 
South YorkshireÕs local natural history societies will result in a highly acclaimed A4 
colour hard-back publication. To accompany the plant atlas Graeme Cole has 
compiled a History of South Yorkshire Botany. This smaller A5 publication will cover 
the period to 1974 and include the first ever transcription of Jonathon SaltÕs Flora 
Sheffieldiensis. On the back of these publications, the YNU will be advertised in over 
28,000 places with leaflets distributed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, B.S.B.I., British 
Wildlife and the Sorby Society.  
    
The Union wishes to thank the many contributors who have submitted records and 
articles on such a variety of subjects for our publications.  The Editors of our journals 
welcome contributions on all aspects of the countyÕs natural history. The Executive 
wishes to thank all our Editors for the many hours of work involved in producing our 
journals. The financial implications of these activities are found in paragraph 3(b) of 
the Statement of Financial Activities. 
 
EDITORS of JOURNALS  
Editor of The Naturalist  Professor M. R. D. Seaward 
Editor of the Bulletin Mr A. Henderson 
Editor of the Bird Report 
Editor of the Lepidoptera Report 

Mr C.C. Thomas  
Mr H.M. Frost 

 
The Union wishes to thank Mr Dan Jones and Dr Paul Simmons for maintaining the 
UnionÕs website. Members are requested to submit material for publication on the 
website to Dr Simmons electronically, Email: paul@gentian.plus.com. The Executive 
wishes to encourage contributions, however small, with photographs for the website. 
Once again, we are seeking improvement and a group of members are reviewing 
technology available.  
 
The Affiliated Societies Liaison OfficerÕs Report  
There are now 46 societies holding Union membership. (43 in 2010 and 41 in 2009) 
We are pleased to welcome Cranedale Educational Charitable Trust, Lower Ure 
Conservation Trust and Swillington Ings Bird Group as members during the year.  
Members of Affiliated Societies continue to liaise with the Union through the Natural 
Sciences Committee. During the year, we made contact with Societies to promote 
both the annual conference and exhibition and a training day in electronic recording 
using Excel. The Sorby Society ran a natural history day in February for all South 
Yorkshire Naturalists at Treeton Community Centre on 19th February 2011. Sheffield 
Bird Study Group placed a large holding of their data on the NBN Gateway.  
 
It is opportune to consider in our 150th year that local natural history societies have a 
long history in Yorkshire. Wakefield NaturalistsÕ Society (one of our founding 
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Societies) started life in 1851; Leeds Naturalists’ Club and Scientific Association was 
founded in 1870; Halifax Scientific Society with its long traditions of mycological 
study was founded in 1873 whilst both Doncaster and Rotherham Naturalists’ 
Societies were founded in 1880.  
  
The Union has received a number of membership cards, publications and annual 
reports during the period and all these items will be stored within the YNU archive at 
St William’s College. Societies are welcome to archive their publications within the 
Union’s library. These should be sent directly to St William’s College. 
 
Membership Report  
At the Annual General Meeting at Bingley, the Union was pleased to award 
Professor Mark Seaward, Mr Albert Henderson and Mr John Newbould certificates of 
Honorary Life Membership for long services to the Union. Membership numbers 
have stabilised with a few new members joining through sales of the Bird Report. We 
regret to report the death of three Union members during the period: Mr R.F. 
Dickens, Mr B. Lucas and Dr E. Chicken Individual membership numbers have 
increased slightly from this time last year with 2011 already seeing 15 new members 
joining. This seems to be due to a combination of the new marine group, which has 
attracted several new members, and the increased publicity for the 150th 
Anniversary year. The number of associated societies has also seen a small 
increase with 3 new societies joining at the end of 2010. However there is still a large 
number of outstanding payments and 12 members have decided not to renew their 
membership this year, which means that we will likely see an overall drop in 
membership for 2011. Subscriber numbers in particular look to be badly affected, 
which is likely to be a result of the cuts in public funding. 
 
 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 
Individual members 382 379 374 400 400 397 392 395 414 
Society members 46 43 41 41 41 42 41 42 41 
UK subscribers 51 54 57 60 60 60 67 67 70 
International subscribers 20 26 28 32 32 32 33 33 35 
 
The Executive agreed to launch a taster membership of £15 for 2011 to encourage 
new members.    
 
Education Committee.   
Two Basic Field Skills days, designed to introduce students to the YNU and 
biological recording, were held at St Chad’s parish centre, Leeds in May 2010. Over 
one and a half days, initially based at Leeds Museum Discovery Centre and on the 
second day at St. Chad’s parish hall, some fifty students from Leeds University MSc 
Conservation course received tuition on skills recording butterflies and moths, 
spiders, slugs and snails, lichens, birds and botany. These were considered 
successful with students in the 2010-11 cohort having the training days programmed 
into their course work. On other occasions, students from York University have 
attended meetings on an informal basis, resulting in increased enthusiasm for their 
course. The value of the day to Leeds University with twelve tutors on a pro-bono 
basis would have been around £6000.  
 
John Bowers ran a Dragonfly workshop and Moth recording workshops in 
conjunction with Leeds Museum Service and Farnley Nature Reserve in July. In 
conjunction with the OPAL project, John Newbould ran a one-day Hedgerow Survey 
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training in Harrogate; Paul and Joyce Simmons gave training in basic plant 
identification. John Newbould organised two workshops on transferring field records 
to an electronic database using Excel. The Union wishes to thank Sarah West of 
OPAL for organising bookings for these courses.  
 
The Education Committee has taken responsibility for the Library and now meets in 
York at St WilliamÕs College in the room our library is stored in. The Librarian has 
started sorting the books and journals, removing duplicates and organising 
appropriate storage. Surplus items were sold. A number of volumes, including 
reports from affiliated societies have been added to the collection during the year. Mr 
C. J. Young, our Honorary Librarian, has begun cataloguing the collection.  
 
Biological Records Officer Report  
The Biological Records Officer is a new position for the YNU that aims to make YNU 
records more widely available to support biodiversity conservation in the Yorkshire 
region. Both the YNU and the Yorkshire and Humber Environmental Data Network 
(YHEDN) have funded the project. For the initial 6 months of the project our work 
was limited to just two groups, orthoptera and herptiles. These groups were chosen 
as we felt they were under-recorded groups in Yorkshire where the records can have 
a big impact (orthoptera records are helping to demonstrate the effects of climate 
change whilst herptile records play an important role in the planning system). A 
request for data was sent out at the beginning of 2011 and some individuals were 
contacted directly to find out more about their recording activity and what happens 
with their records. We have since received numerous records, particularly for 
orthoptera, and now have a much better understanding of how orthoptera and 
herptile records are shared throughout the county as well as more widely through 
national schemes. YHEDN is now using this work to organise a large survey of great 
crested newts, focusing on areas where there is suitable habitat but currently few 
records. We are also looking to improve orthoptera recording in the region by 
creating a more active orthoptera group within the YNU, with plans to run some 
training events over the summer. 
 
Alongside this work we have set up a new YNU MapMate Group. Ten licences were 
bought and these were distributed to interested members at the Recorders 
Demonstration Day in Harrogate. It is hoped that the MapMate group will make it 
easier for members to pass on their records to the YNU and share records with other 
recorders. Since setting up the group two more members joined using an existing 
MapMate licence and a further two licences have been bought.  
 
The work so far has highlighted a number of ways in which we can improve how the 
YNUÕs biological records are stored and used. Currently records are held by section 
recorders in a wide variety of formats. This makes it difficult to access records, 
particularly records from across sections, and can make some records quite 
vulnerable, as we cannot guarantee they are stored securely and with an appropriate 
back-up system. To address these issues we will be proposing setting up a new 
central YNU database. As a member of YHEDN we will be able to make use of the 
YHEDN infrastructure, which means that all the data will be securely stored and 
backed up on the YHEDN servers. However, control of the database will remain 
entirely within the YNU. We will also be looking at ways to make it easier for 
members to submit records and to make sure it is clear to whom they should pass 
their records.  
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Finally, as a new Bronze member of the National Biodiversity Network (NBN), we will 
be aiming to make as many YNU records as possible available through the NBN 
Gateway. Whether this is done directly through the YNU or indirectly through local 
record centres or national schemes will vary for each section and therefore we will 
work closely with the section recorders to ensure their records are stored and shared 
in the most appropriate way.  
 
The Executive  
The trustees met four times during the year to manage the affairs of the Union. At 
our February meeting, we were pleased to welcome Emma Lusby (Yorkshire 
Marketing Manager for Natural England). Emma outlined possible marketing 
strategies to increase public awareness of our role. It was agreed that in addition to 
arranging press contacts, in conjunction with Jill Warwick, she would design a new 
A5 colour recruitment leaflet. During the year, the Executive considered designs for a 
revised logo. Jane Brown of the Northumbria Natural History Society undertook this 
work for us.  
 
Of particular concern to the Executive is the impending retirement of our General 
Secretary and Treasurer, who has fulfilled the latter role since 1995. We were very 
pleased to appoint Mrs Hannah Droop with effect from 1st October 2010 as 
Membership Secretary. This change has worked extremely smoothly and we thank 
Hannah for taking on the role. We were also pleased to recruit Mrs Paula Lightfoot 
as our Treasurer from the start of the next financial year and as a new trustee. 
However, the post of General Secretary, who is in effect the General Manager with 
day-to-day responsibility for Union affairs, remained unfilled at the year-end. This 
despite the Executive advertising the position through our website and in the 
February edition of British Wildlife. The expense involved partly reflects in our 
increased administrative costs in note 3c of the financial statements. We also 
authorised an application to OPAL to fund training and equipment for the 
Scarborough Bioblitz. At the end of the financial year, were informed that the bid has 
been successful.   
 
The Natural Sciences Committee Ð Members Recording in Yorkshire  
ChairmanÕs Report 
The work of the Natural Sciences Committee has helped to make the 2010 season a 
great success and I would like to thank those members of various committees and 
groupings who have helped to move the YNU forward.  Many changes are 
happening as a direct result of their work.  In particular, we would like to thank the 
younger members for becoming more involved in the activities of the Union and 
helping to progress the many changes that are taking place.   I would also like to 
thank on behalf of the Natural Sciences Committee all of the other various post-
holders who for various reasons have stepped down over the last year.  In particular 
we would all like to pass on our thanks to Bill Ely for holding the fort as Honorary 
Secretary to the Natural Sciences Committee whilst a new secretary could be 
appointed and to Professor Mark Seaward for all of the work he has put in over the 
years in producing the Naturalist to such a high standard.  It is our sincere regret that 
he felt he was unable to continue as Editor of the forthcoming amalgamated 
publication.  
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As chairman I represented the YNU at a very successful BioBlitz in Huddersfield July 
10th & 11th, and was able to attend 4 of the 5 main YNU field meetings, all of which 
proved to be very successful, and I would like to thank the organisers of these 
meetings for all the time and effort they put into the organisation and success of 
these meetings. 
 
Meeting of the Natural Sciences Committee were held on 8th May, 25th September 
and 20th November. As chairman I also attended the training days at St ChadÕs on 
4th & 5th May and in Harrogate on 13th February; the Executive Meetings on 11th 
June, 9th  October; 20th November  and 12th February; the Education Committee 
meetings on 8th October  and 11th February  2011. 

Adrian Norris 
Mammals  
With the YNU approaching its 150th Anniversary, this is the time for status reviews, 
bibliographies and definitive species lists. 
A contribution in 2010 to the YNU Yorkshire Species Checklist series 
(www.YNU.org.uk) was a checklist of Yorkshire Mammals Past and Present (listing 
99 species) and with a bibliography of 24 key landmark literature references. Also 
updated on the YNU website is the spreadsheet of ÔWhale, Dolphin and Porpoise 
Records from the Yorkshire and Humber Region 1998-2010Õ.  
Cetaceans : The studies on Bottlenose Whale (Hyperoodon ampullatus) and Sperm 
Whale (Physeter macrocephalus), reported on last year, are now published in The 
Naturalist (2010) 135: 195-203 and (2010) 135: 203-208 respectively. A historical 
review of ÔHarbour Porpoise and other whales in the River Don and adjacent tidal 
riversÕ was contributed to The Doncaster Naturalist (2010) 2 (1): 5-9. 
Naturalised Species : Christopher LeverÕs monumental book The Naturalised 
Animals of Britain and Ireland, which sadly omitted numerous Yorkshire references 
(see review in The Naturalist (2010) 135: 74), has triggered detailed reviews of 
status changes of the many introduced mammals in Yorkshire. A study on the 
American Mink (Mustela vison) will shortly be sent to The Naturalist. 
Hay meadow Mammals : The cooperative project with the Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust on the mammals of Dales Hay Meadows, reported on last year, is 
now published on pages 108-116 of the very attractive publication Hay Time in the 
Yorkshire Dales (eds.) Don Gamble and Tanya St Pierre. It contains contributions 
from the YNU mammal recorder together with information on bats by Professor John 
Altringham (Leeds University) and John Drewett (North Yorkshire Bat Group).  
Polecats : Stemming from cooperation with the Vincent Wildlife Trust on monitoring 
the expansion of native polecat (Mustela putorius) populations, a preliminary note on 
Polecats in the Doncaster district has been published in the Yorkshire Mammal 
Group journal Imprint (2009) 36: 4-7. A Yorkshire-wide review entitled ÔThe Boys are 
Back in TownÕ and incorporating data from the Sorby Natural History Society and 
BBC TV Springwatch will shortly be sent to The Naturalist. 
Mammal Groups : The YNUÕs fruitful cooperation with North York Moors Mammal 
Group, set up by Brian Walker of the Forestry Commission, the Yorkshire Mammal 
Group, and practical involvement with the Don Gorge Bat Group, continues to thrive. 

Colin A.  Howes 
Fish  Report  
The compilation of a bibliography of the Yorkshire Fish fauna as mentioned in the 
2005 Annual Report is in progress and has already proved useful to researchers.  
Historical records of the now nationally extinct Burbot (Lotor lotor) based on YNU 
records and other archival data relating to Yorkshire river catchments and the 



 13 

English Midlands tributaries of the Humber have been provided to a PhD student 
investigating the pattern and causes of decline in Britain. The capture of a Swordfish 
(Xiphias gladius) in Salmon nets on the Northumberland coast, publicised by the 
Yorkshire Post as possible evidence of rising temperatures in the North Sea, resulted 
in the YNU providing the Yorkshire Post with a review of 19th and 20th century 
Yorkshire records (see Swordfish in the North Sea. YNU Bulletin 46: 43-44). 
 
Work on monitoring Yorkshire (Tees to the Humber) evidence of the recent 
population explosion of the previously rare Snake pipefish (Entelurus aequoreus) is 
proceeding, with contributions from coastal affiliated societies. The Topmouth 
Gudgeon Pseudorasbora parva, a native of eastern Asia, was inadvertently 
introduced by aqua-cultural translocations into Europe in 1961 and in England by the 
mid 1980s. By 2005, twenty-five populations were known in England including one at 
Elm Hagg fishery near Oldstead, North Yorkshire.   Due to its ability to suppress and 
out-compete the fry stages of indigenous species, it is classified under the Import of 
Live Fish Act 1980 as a non-native species of high risk. The Environment Agency 
therefore has a duty to attempt to stop the spread and eradicate the fish. 
Millennium Biota of Yorkshire Audit Checklists : Drafts of checklists submitted in 
EXCEL format for Freshwater Fish, Marine and Anadromous Fish are currently being 
worked on. 

Colin A. Howes 
 

YNU Birds Section  
Over the last 12 months the Section has helped compile data covering a range of 
bird-related issues, including contributions to the Rare Breeding Birds Panel, a 
national overview of the wintering Bittern population, and an assessment of non-
native species breeding within the county. 
  
A major area involves assisting the work of the British Birds Rarities Committee, 
ensuring prompt submission and thorough documentation of national rarities. 
Concurrent with this, the SectionÕs Adjudication Panel has assessed in excess of 100 
records of county rarities over the last 12 months, working hard to produce decisions 
in as timely a manner as possible. Records are now exclusively circulated 
electronically and an unprecedented 90% of 2010 records were judged before the 
end of the year, including a high proportion of Rough-legged Buzzards following the 
autumn influx. 
  
The SectionÕs main aim is to summarise all the aforementioned information in the 
annual Yorkshire Bird Report and accordingly, the 2008 Yorkshire Bird Report was 
published in June 2010, resulting in increased sales compared with the 2007 report.  
In the meantime, the Section has worked hard to obtain an even earlier publication 
date for the forthcoming 2009 Bird Report, which will be published in mid-May 2011. 
The number of submitted records has increased substantially since the Report was 
re-launched in 2005 and the latest Report will contain information provided by in 
excess of 1700 individuals. 
  
Although lacking a new species for the County List, the 2009 Report still summarises 
an excellent year, featuring yet another King Eider, an influx of Red-rumped 
Swallows and the UKÕs first-ever spring HumeÕs Warbler. However, things certainly 
Ôwarmed upÕ in late May, when inland birders enjoyed a touch of the ÔMedÕ: three 
Whiskered Terns, Collared Pratincole, Woodchat Shrike and Red-footed Falcon vied 
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for attention with spring Buff-breasted and Terek Sandpipers. Another Collared 
Pratincole, a Spotted Sandpiper and a Red-footed Falcon provided summer 
distractions, whilst autumn produced a Booted Warbler, Glossy Ibis and the 
undoubted highlight - a BaillonÕs Crake at Spurn in early October. Traditional 
Siberian rarities arrived in the form of several RaddeÕs Warblers, a Dusky Warbler 
and no fewer than three Red-flanked Bluetails. The autumn ended with an 
unprecedented influx of CettiÕs Warbler, mainly focussed on South Yorkshire, while 
PugneyÕs CP hosted both Ferruginous and Ring-necked Ducks at the year-end. 
  
The 2009 Report also contains details of the Amur Falcon that masqueraded as a 
Red-footed Falcon at Tophill Low for several weeks in autumn 2008 and has now 
been officially accepted as the first for Britain. In addition, the Eastern Olivaceous 
Warbler at Flamborough from 2010 has already been accepted by BBRC, bringing 
the official Yorkshire List to 447 species. 
 
Special mention must also be made of Jim Pewtress, who served as Secretary to the 
Section for ten years. Jim retired at the end of 2010 to earn a well-deserved rest Ð 
his will be a hard act to follow. 
  
Copies of the latest Yorkshire Bird Report can be ordered from Jill Warwick for £12 
(inclusive of postage); contact jill@swland.co.uk or 01765 602832.  Copies of a 
number of earlier reports are also still available. A comprehensive list and prices is 
also available. 

Craig Thomas and Jill Warwick 
 
Entomological Section  
Formal Ôindoor meetingsÕ of the Section followed the pattern set in recent years, with 
an April meeting at Wilberfoss to receive RecordersÕ Reports, followed by a 
conversazione and displays of exhibits; and the Annual General Meeting in October 
at Doncaster Museum and Art Gallery, followed in the afternoon by conversazione 
and displays.  Members are grateful to the Museum authorities and staff for their kind 
hospitality, which is always much appreciated.  Members of the public visiting the 
Museum are most welcome to attend the afternoon meeting.  Exhibits at Doncaster 
included a poster display by the Thorne and Hatfield Conservation Forum and 
another display illustrating aspects of the life and work of our former colleague Dr 
Peter Skidmore who died in 2009.  Dr Skidmore had a distinguished entomological 
career, the greater part of which was spent on the staff of Doncaster Museum. 
 
The Section was represented at the Divisional ViceÐCounty field meetings of the 
YNU during the summer, and there was particularly good support for the Melbourne 
meeting in May. In addition, the Plant Galls Recorder arranged a meeting in the 
Doncaster area during September; the forthcoming publication of a major work on 
galls in the New Naturalist series can be expected to stimulate more interest in this 
group of organisms. 
 
During the year it has been gratifying to forge closer links with members of the 
Lepidoptera Group, which in former years had always had an important role in the 
life of the Entomological Section in general, and it is to be hoped that new initiatives 
will develop from this. 

Roy Crossley 
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Spiders -Arachnida  
Contributions in 2010 to the YNU Yorkshire Species Checklist series 
(www.YNU.org.uk) were separate checklists of Yorkshire Spiders, Harvestmen and 
Pseudoscorpions. Also contributed to the website was a Chronological Bibliography 
of Yorkshire Spiders. This includes 214 literature entries from 1852 to the present. 
A paper featuring the Hothouse spider Achaearanea tepidariorum  underground in 
Brodsworth Colliery back in 1963 (The Naturalist (2010) 135:  131-132) highlighted 
the scarcity of published studies of organisms from these specialist subterranean 
environments. Work in cooperation with the Yorkshire Mining Museum is hoping to 
collate information on this apparently neglected aspect of Yorkshire’s biodiversity. 
Contact has also been made with the British Cave Research Association with regard 
to sharing information on spiders and other invertebrates (mainly Lepidoptera) 
encountered in Yorkshire subterranean sites. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new YNU Spider Recorder 
Richard Wilson (Email: riwspider@yahoo.co.uk) who is already setting up an informal 
Yorkshire Spider Recording Group. 

Colin A. Howes 
 
Lepidoptera Group  
The annual group meeting was held at Bramham on 6 March 2011 with thirty-nine 
participants.  The general feeling was that 2010 was a reasonable year for 
Lepidoptera.  The Dingy Skipper butterfly had a very good year with the number of 
sites increasing from 45 to 75. Duke of Burgundy numbers had increased on 
managed sites and a landscape wide project with £150,000 grant aid was in place to 
allow site management and development. The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary did 
well, especially on the North York Moors but the Pearl-bordered Fritillary is now only 
found on 2 sites and there are concerns regarding the genetics of the populations.  
Other species reported as doing well were the Grayling and Speckled Wood.   
 
The total number of moth records submitted in 2010 had increased by 13,000 to 
131,800 with a total of 1132 species, up by 89 species on 2009.  The number of 
contributors had also increased to 227 from 201 in 2009.  The Yorkshire database 
now contains 1,309,621 records of moths.  All the macro moth records have been 
submitted to the National Moth Recording Scheme operated by Butterfly 
Conservation and a Provisional Atlas of the UK's Larger Moths was published in late 
2010.  Four new species of macro moth were added to the county list in 2010: Small 
Ranunculus, L-album Wainscot, Oak Processionary, and Lead Belle, which was an 
old specimen taken on Baildon Moor in 1897.  The Oak Processionary was recorded 
in Sheffield on an imported Oak and is a notifiable pest.  There were 13 new Vice-
county records.  In the micro moths, 7 species were new to the county and there 
were more than 40 new Vice-county records.  Lepidoptera recording is jointly 
organised by the YNU and the Yorkshire Branch of Butterfly Conservation. 
It is interesting to note that over the past few years there has been a significant 
increase in public interest in Lepidoptera, particularly moths. The group continued its 
activities in 2010, with more than 20 organised public moth trapping events 
throughout the county and overnight prior to two YNU Field Excursions.  Several 
members participated in the Royal Entomological Society's National Insect Week in 
June giving talks on insects.  A successful moth identification day organised by 
OPAL was held at Far Ings Nature Reserve with 12 participants.  
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We wish to thank Terry Crawford who has retired as Chairman of the group and 
Phillip Winter who has retired as macro-lepidoptera recorder after many years.   
 

David Chesmore 
 
Freshwater Ecology Section.  
In June a visit was made to Semerwater to assess the emergence of Mayflies. The 
numbers of Cloeon simile emerging were small and no further visit was made. 
Thousands of the same species were observed during an evening visit to Lower 
Barden reservoir in mid-June. Surveys of the aquatic flora and fauna of the 
tributaries and main streams of the Rivers Calder, Aire, Derwent, Nidd and Wharfe 
were made during 2010. The populations of the locally distributed large Mayfly 
Ephemera vulgate were deemed static in the Leeds-Liverpool canal, Chelker 
reservoir and the Washburn Valley reservoirs. A survey of the mid-river Wharfe 
showed a slight recovery of the Stream Water-crowfoot Ranunculus penicillatus ssp. 
pseudofluitans, whilst the uncommon Potamogeton x suecicus continues to 
decrease.  
Several visits were made to May Moss, the biggest and deepest blanket bog in the 
North Yorkshire forests. The Forestry Commission has been granted £173,000 by 
the SITA Trust to double the size of the Bog, with conservation of the unique and 
fascinating habitat as the driving force. New breeding sites for the Golden-ringed 
Dragonfly (Codulegaster boltonii) were located in adjacent streams. The section has 
contributed to the development of several aquatic nature reserves in the Wharfe 
Valley in recent years. These have already been colonised by several species of 
Dragonfly including:  Banded Demoselle (Calopteryx splendens), Common Hawker 
(Aeshna juncea) and Large Red-damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula). Members are 
invited to join in such surveys by arrangement with the Section Secretary.  

Leslie Magee.  
Conchological Section  
Work on the Yorkshire Conchological SocietyÕs ongoing recording scheme has 
resulted in an additional 2,468 records and 161 new sites being added to the society 
database, a smaller number of additional records than last year.  This brings the total 
to 45,113 records from 2,916 sites. 
 
The downturn in the production of records in 2010 was partly due to the strange 
weather and partly due to other external pressures that prevented our members from 
attending some of our own organised field meetings and undertaking other 
extramural recording.  However, we all look forward to 2011, the YNUÕs 150th 
anniversary and the highlighted events and fields meeting that will be taking place. 
The weather in 2010 was unpredictable, starting with a long cold dry winter followed 
by a dry spring and early summer.  This resulted in the ground being very dry for 
most of the summer and early autumn, particularly under the canopy provided by 
dense woodland. However, the five main Yorkshire NaturalistsÕ Union field meetings 
still proved to be just as successful as ever with members of the section being 
present at all five of the meetings.   
 
The VC63 meeting at Brockadale gave us an opportunity to check on the status of 
Truncatellina cylindrica and is it good to report that after a long and diligent search 
live specimens were located at the site.  The highlights of the finds from all five of 
these meetings will be published by the YNU in due course. The May meeting took 



 17 

place on a Sunday due to YNU commitments. Once again 3 members and a guest 
were able to record along the ÔA1 corridorÕ area. This has been a bit of a blank with 
access difficult to some of the more promising sites. There were some excellent 
records for the River Swale including Pseudanodonta complanata. 
 
The highlight of the year is perhaps the rediscovery of Malacolimax tenellus  at two 
sites at Swinton Park near Masham (VC62) located by David Lindley and myself on 
16th October 2010.  This very local slug proved to be fairly common in two areas of 
Beech woodland.  I say re-discovery as it is interesting to note that W.A. Thwaites 
first recorded this species from VC65 at Hall Wood near Masham in November 1904.   
It is interesting to note that the work on the conservation of the Pearl Mussel 
Margaritifera margaritifera in the River Esk by Simon Hirst has now identified 601 
living animals spread almost the full length of the river. This number excludes the 
small quantity removed to the breeding station near Lake Windermere, which is now 
producing large numbers of young. 
 
A small number of marine records have also been added to the database for 
Yorkshire, mainly thanks to the help of Paula Lightfoot and Seasearch North-east.  
Although membership remains small we are hopeful that members enthusiasm will 
help to increase the interest among younger guests. We can also look forward to the 
inaugural meeting of the YNU Coastal section with which we wish to forge links. 

Adrian Norris and David Lindley 
 
Mycology & Lichenology Section  
Mycology : There has been a lot of activity on the mycological front in the last year. 
As a first step to updating Willis BramleyÕs 1985 A Fungus Flora of Yorkshire a 
thorough search of all sources Ð printed and other Ð has been undertaken by the 
writer so that an authoritative checklist of all the non-lichenised fungi ever recorded 
for the county could be put together; this complete with all synonyms used and with 
nomenclature and taxonomy brought fully up to date. The total currently stands at 
5,088 taxa with a further 300-plus names which have been rejected for various 
reasons. 
 
On YNU-organised meetings some interesting fungi were seen Ð on a spring foray to 
the Longwood Valley near Huddersfield participants were shown a thriving colony of 
the smut Bauhinus marginatus on Persicaria bistorta, a fungus until fairly recently 
deemed extinct in Britain. On the autumn forays we saw the strange ascomycete 
Paurocotylis pila at Stoneycliffe Wood, south-west of Wakefield, where also a third 
Yorkshire record (new to VC63) of the highly distinctive anamorphic ascomycete 
Myxocyclus polycistis was collected on fallen Betula twigs. In the Hades area above 
Holmfirth the ascomycetes Spathularia flava and Geopora semi-immersa (both first 
Yorkshire records for over a century) were found. At the YNU VC65 meeting to the 
Carperby area a significant feature was the number of larger mycorrhizal fungi found 
growing in association with Helianthemum, this plant standing in for trees in the 
treeless calcareous grassland above Ivy Scar.  
 
The Mid Yorkshire Fungus Group continues to do sterling work, and the prize for 
Òfungus of the yearÓ clearly belongs to the milkcap Lactarius flavopalustris, new to 
Britain (the species was only described in 2009!) collected by Joan Powell and 
Audrey Gramshaw at Grass Wood, where it seems to have existed for some time 
(since at least 1987) masquerading as L. aspideus; material has been lodged at 
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Kew.  Joan also found Inocybe fuscomarginata in Otley Wetlands reserve Ð the 
second British record. Piptoporus quercinus, a Red Data species on very old oak 
trees was located at two sites - Castle Howard Arboretum (by Malcolm Greaves) and 
Duncombe Wood near Helmsley (by Rhona Sutherland); re-found is probably a more 
accurate description, as the only previous known Yorkshire records are interestingly 
from Castle Howard (in 1892) and the ÒHelmsley areaÓ (in 1920). 
 
A growing number of enthusiastic individuals is doing important work in scattered 
parts of the county: there are now probably more knowledgeable mycologists actively 
working and resident in Yorkshire than has ever been the case in the past. In the 
Scarborough area Melanie Earle has added the agaric Parasola hercules, and the 
milkcap Lactarius quieticolor to the county list; Dermoloma pseudocuneifolium also 
recorded from this area was a second county record, and a first for VC62. At Malham 
Tarn Dr Robin Sutton has added Russula robertii (under birch with Sphagnum), plus 
the attractive pale pink ink-cap Coprinopsis pseudonivea (on cow dung); the former 
has possibly been confused with Russula sphagnophila - already recorded for 
Yorkshire Ð in the past. 
 
In the south-east corner of the county, working the Magnesian Limestone area, John 
Leach and Les Coe have added the myxomycete Hemitrichia abietina to the county 
list, the pyrenomycete Melogramma campylospora at Roche Abbey was also new; 
other significant ascomycete records include Nectria ralfsii (second Yorkshire record 
Ð the first as far back as 1880), and Ascotremella faginea (again second Yorkshire 
record, new to VC63). Also new to that vice-county was the agaric Psathyrella 
leucotephra. They have also collected the very un-toadstool-like reduced agaric 
Seticyphella niveola, on damp dead leaves at Anston Stones Wood, this is new to 
the county and until recently not considered to have been an authentically-recorded 
British species.  The rather rare puffball Lycoperdon mammiforme, found in the same 
wood, is an addition to VC63. 
 
The writer has concentrated on the less studied groups and good finds have included 
two members of the ascomycete order Ostropales in the Sherburn Willows area: 
Cryptodiscus rhopaloides (2nd Yorkshire record, new to VC64) and Stictis stellata 
(3rd Yorkshire, again new to VC64). On horse dung collected in the Dodworth area, 
near Barnsley the tiny discomycete Thecothecus pelletieri developed, this was last 
recorded in the county 130 years ago; there is a single Irish record, from County 
Down in 1928 Ð these three constitute the only records of this species from these 
islands. The large discomycete Helvella leucomelaena was collected at Kiveton Park 
(new to VC63). Finally, the agaric Agrocybe putaminum was collected on woodchips 
at Salendine Nook, Huddersfield; this again was new to Yorkshire.  

Chris Yeates 
Lichenology   
Like lichenologists generally the small Yorkshire band has come to pay closer 
attention to the group of lichenicolous fungi, mainly micros and obligatory resident on 
lichens, a few of them resulting in malformations worthy of being described as galls. 
Work on the lichenicolous fungi has fallen almost entirely upon lichenologists, so that 
this emphasis of interest was especially appropriate this year when a gathering of 
Yorkshire mycologists and lichenologists recommended that the two YNU groups 
should formally unite under the joint name of Mycology and Lichens Section. Among 
the past yearÕs activities one of the most satisfying and productive days was the 
second of the YNU training days with Leeds University ecology students, when the 
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day based on fieldwork at Golden Acre Park, Leeds, showed the considerable 
commitment and enthusiasm of the students enlisting for this exacting discipline. 

A. Henderson 
Botanical Section 
The section held meetings in each Vice County during the year.  Recording and 
checking on the status of rare species was carried out at each meeting.  Members 
saw Holly Fern and Daphne mezereum at Ling Gill in North Ribblesdale.  In the 
Yorkshire Wolds at Drewton several plants of the Deadly Nightshade were 
discovered.  At Maltby Common YWT reserve, Meadow Thistle and Wild Service 
Tree were seen.  The VC62 meeting was a joint meeting with the Botanical Society 
of the British Isles where we visited Farndale and Kirkdale.   
 
The Bryological Section held its usual spring and autumn meetings recording 
mosses and liverworts. Arkengarthdale in VC65 was the venue for the spring 
meeting.  The autumn meeting was on the North York Moors at Havergate Valley 
(Saltersgate) where the rare liverwort Trichocolea tormentella was located in a dark 
wet bank on the streamside.  

Don R. Grant 
History Section  
Our Sectional AGM on February 2 was curtailed at noon so that members could 
attend the funeral service of Ken Payne in Cawood. The next meeting at Walton Hall 
on July 28 dealt with left-over AGM business and, after lunch, was given to a Work in 
Progress session with members giving accounts of their individual researches and 
findings. For our last meeting in 2010 on September 15 we enjoyed the hospitality of 
Wakefield Museum, examining the multifarious array of artefacts in the MuseumÕs  
Õ50 Objects, 50 Stories, 1 DistrictÕ exhibition, their local variant on the Radio 4 
programme ÔA History of the World in 100 ItemsÕ. Many of the Wakefield and District 
items carried strong ripples from the wider world (e.g. an anti-slavery pamphlet from 
an 1860 local public lecture by W. Howard Day) or across long stretches of time 
(e.g., the Ferry Fryston British chariot of 200 BC and the significant associated 
animal bones). 

A. Henderson 
 

YNU PROTECTION OF BIRDS COMMITTEE – 120 YEARS ON 
The YNU Protection of Wild BirdsÕ Eggs Committee, as it was originally known, was 
formed at the AGM of the Union on 14th November 1891. Some of its early members 
had been actively involved in bird protection measures for many years previously, 
having been members of the East Riding Association for the Protection of Sea-Birds 
Ð an organisation which had been instrumental in lobbying for legal protection for 
seabirds which had suffered massive and indiscriminate slaughter.  Shooters had 
been taken by boat under the cliffs at Bempton and Flamborough. The boatsÕ sirens 
were sounded, causing the birds to take to the air where they faced a huge barrage 
of shot. This pointless and cruel activity incensed a number of Yorkshire dignitaries 
and resulted in the MP for the East Riding, Christopher Sykes of Sledmere, 
introducing a bill into Parliament. This became law in 1869 in the form of the 
Seabirds Preservation Act. This provided protection for 35 species through a close 
season running annually from 1st April to 1st August. Notably, however, the legislation 
did not cover the birdsÕ eggs Ð these being excluded so as not to affect the activities 
of the ÔclimmersÕ who had traditionally harvested them on a rotational basis and 
whose livelihoods had been significantly affected by the activities of the shooters. 
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The Seabirds Preservation Act was the forerunner of several Acts of Parliament, 
which progressively increased the protection afforded to wild birds. The original title Ð 
Wild BirdsÕ Eggs Committee Ð is indicative of the nature of its concerns. Egg 
collecting was rampant and the Committee sought to address this on a national basis 
through the British Association. 
 
There had been a Protection Order on Spurn Point which had not been particularly 
effective Ð not least as the warden appointed by the local authority was, himself, not 
above suspicion of being involved in the widespread egg-collecting which had 
continued despite being illegal. This demonstrated an anomaly which still applies 
today Ð it being one thing to have protective legislation and another to uphold it. In 
1900 the Committee decided to employ its own warden, primarily to watch over the 
Little Tern colony. This proved to be very successful with over 100 young fledging. 
 
Over the years the Committee was involved in protection measures encompassing a 
wide range of species, including Merlin, Raven, Common Buzzard, Hen Harrier and 
MontaguÕs Harrier Ð sometimes rewarding farmers and gamekeepers by means of 
bounties, for ensuring the success of such species which bred on their land. One 
particular disappointment was the decline and eventual extinction in the County of 
the Stone Curlew. This was largely attributable to habitat changes, albeit that there 
was cause for suspicion that their eggs were being taken by less than scrupulous 
individuals who sought to profit from them. 
 
In the ensuing years, the CommitteeÕs title changed several times until, in 1979, it 
became known as the Protection of Birds Committee. The invaluable role which it 
had played for almost 90 years was gradually becoming subsumed by the larger, 
professional protection organisations such as the RSPB Ð whose origins, 
incidentally, pre-date those of the Committee by only two years. In the latter years of 
its existence the CommitteeÕs role  has  concentrated primarily on the protection of 
the Little Tern colony at Easington in East Yorkshire and in monitoring Peregrine 
Falcons as the species began its slow recovery from near extinction in the County, 
brought about by the effects of organochlorine agricultural pesticides entering its 
food chain. One additional highlight occurred in 1983 when the Committee, in 
conjunction with the RSPB, monitored a pair of MontaguÕs Harriers on territory at a 
West Yorkshire location, which fledged three young.   
 
In 1994 the Committee was finally disbanded, though the YNUÕs dedication to bird 
protection interests continues through the role of its Protection Liaison Officer. 
 
Doug Simpson 
 
5. FINANCIAL REVIEW  
Turnover excluding legacies at £32850, (2010, £28,187; 2009, £38945) increased in 
this financial year, mainly due to an increased investment income. We showed an 
operating surplus of £2874 on general funds including legacies. However, there are 
no grounds for complacency as subscription income is virtually static and income 
from subscribers is down with many libraries and most museums slashing 
subscriptions to periodicals. The Executive acted to reduce our COIF cash holding, 
which by the start of the financial year was yielding a little over base rate. This 
coupled with investing the legacies received in the 2009-10 financial year with CCLA 
Investment Management produced good results. A new category of expenditure was 
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included to show expenses incurred in education and training. This category not only 
included room hire but also printing costs of a Basic Field Skills Guide for the Leeds 
University students, instead of producing a photocopied version. (see note 3b) 
Expenditure on administration and governance (excluding grant expenditure) was 
higher than in the previous financial year, as members were informed of changes to 
our publications plus the forthcoming South Yorkshire Plant Atlas. (see notes 3(c) 
and 3(d) in the accounts). The Executive also considered a report prepared by our 
Treasurer resulting from the CCLA Investment Seminar held in December 2010. 
Advice was given that we should not hold Fixed Interest Securities as the yield on 
these is very likely to diminish in the medium term with a number of high yielding UK 
Government securities due for redemption in the next two-three years. Long-term 
bond yields are at least 1.5% lower in the medium term. 
  
Legacies: 
During the financial year, we were informed of one legacy from former members. The 
table below shows the movement in legacies during the year.  
 

Legatee Value Paid in year Outstanding 31/3/2011 
Mr Henry Bunce £68396 £1396 A £nil 

Mrs Dorothy Haythornthwaite £2000 £2000B £nil 

Mr Robert Dickens Circa £6000 £nil awaiting sale of property  

A  Completed 8/4/2010  B Notified March 2010 and paid 12/5/2010 . 
 
 Once again the Trustees have to report an increase in the value of our investments. 
Details are shown in paragraph 4(a) of the accompanying financial statements. Our 
investment managers operate an ethical investment policy, which also results in a 
marginally reduced investment rate. However, compared to the FTSE index the 
COIF yield was in front of the FTSE all share index during most of the financial year.  
The bulk of our surplus funds are invested in four specialist charity funds operated by 
CCLA Investment Management Ltd.  At the financial year end the Union had 
£264533 either held on deposit or invested within three investment accounts with 
CCLA Investment Management. Our reserves are invested in: (i) the COIF 
Investment Fund, which aims to provide an above-average return performance 
through capital and income return combined; (ii) the COIF Property Fund, which aims 
to achieve a high and sustainable level of income with some capital appreciation and  
(iii) the COIF Global Investment Fund which aims to provide an income yield greater 
than that on the FTSE All World Series World Index. The allocation of investments 
between the three funds is shown in note 4(a) of the Financial Statements. Surplus 
cash is held in The COIF Charities Deposit Fund, rated Aaa by MoodyÕs and has 
paid interest at a little over the Bank of England base rate. The Trustees reviewed 
our investment policy at each meeting. At the February, 2011 meeting, the trustees 
followed the advice from our investment managers to change the fund allocation 
together with the proportion of funds held in each account. The changes in value 
shown reflect movements in values. The Trustees are taking a long-term view of our 
investments, which were below their historical cost at the start but not at the end of 
the year. Significantly the investment account is still paying a little under 5% on the 
investments. It should be pointed out that in the financial years 2007-08 and 2008-09 
our investment values fell, whilst in the year 2009-10 and 2010-11 the value has 
risen.  
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The Union still faces considerable financial challenges. This is exacerbated by 
significant increases in postal costs, especially at weights over 100g, which we use 
heavily. Both the Naturalist and Bulletin have been printed and despatched by Titus 
Wilson of Kendal using a Royal Mail bulk postal deal, providing some savings, but 
we are unable to incorporate internal mail.    
   
Investment and Reserves Policy: The Charity Commission requires each 
registered charity to have a policy covering its reserves. In March 2002, the 
Executive agreed that our reserves of unrestricted funds are to be invested, in 
accordance with the Trustee Investment Act 2000, to provide an income to be used 
to promote the study of natural history of Yorkshire through conferences, research, 
meetings and publications. This matter was considered again in October 2010, and it 
was agreed to renew the policy. Once again, the Trustees used investment income 
to assist with conference costs and publication of journals and books. 
 
6. FUTURE PLANS. 

1. To produce a check-list of Yorkshire species by 2011 (now in progress). 
2. To continue to develop our educational programme working in partnership 

with the OPAL project, Leeds Museums Service and Leeds University School 
of Biology. 

3. To gather more data electronically and use regional data facilities to assist 
with producing a report - (increased progress).  

4. To publish a Plant Atlas of South Yorkshire in 2011 Ð (on target). 
5. To support the Yorkshire and Humber Biodiversity Forum - continuing. 
6. To manage a major public Bioblitz in Scarborough in June 2011.     

 
7. FUNDS HELD AS CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE  
The Union does not act as a Custodian Trustee for any other charity. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEÕS (TRUSTEESÕ) 

RESPONSIBILITIES.  
 
The Charities Act 1993 requires the Executive Committee of the Yorkshire 
NaturalistsÕ Union to prepare a financial statement for each financial period. In 
preparing these accounts, the Executive Committee has adopted the 
recommendations laid out in the Statement of Recommended Practice - Accounting 
and Reporting by Charities Ð (SORP 2005) issued by the Accounting Standards 
Board and confirmed by the Charity Commissioners. The Executive considers that in 
preparing these accounts, it has used appropriate accounting policies, consistently 
applied and supported by reasonable and prudent judgements and estimates and 
has complied with current statutory requirements and the charityÕs constitution. 
 
The Executive Committee is responsible for keeping proper accounting records to 
enable it to comply with the Charities Act 1993. The Executive Committee is also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Union and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf: 
 
Mr J.A. Newbould  (General Secretary). 24th June 2011 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERÕS REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
YORKSHIRE NATURALISTSÕ UNION 

I report on the accounts of the Yorkshire NaturalistsÕ Union for the year ended 
31stMarch, 2010, which are set out on pages 24 to 30. 
Respective responsibilities of the trustees (Yorkshire NaturalistsÕ Union 
Executive Committee) and the examiner.  
The charityÕs trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The 
charityÕs trustees consider that an audit is not required for this period (under section 
43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the 1993 Act) and that an independent examination 
is needed. 
It is my responsibility to: 

�� examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the 1993 Act); 
�� to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by 

the Charity Commissioners (under section 43(7)(b ) of the 1993 Act); 
and 

�� to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of the independent examinerÕs statement  
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by 
the Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those 
records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 
required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view 
given by the accounts. 

 
Independent examinerÕs statement.  
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:- 

(1) which gives  me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 
requirements 

�� to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41  of the 1993 
Act; and  

�� to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and  
comply with the accounting requirements of the 1993 Act 
 

have  not been met; or 
 
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a 
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
T. A. Corcoran. 
Chartered Tax Adviser and Accountant 
623 Chesterfield Road, 
Woodseats, 
Sheffield. S8 0RX   
24th June, 2011.       
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The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31st March, 2011

 See 
Note Unrestricted fundsRestricted Funds Total Funds 2011  Total funds  2010 

£ £ £ £

Incoming Resources
 Voluntary Income 2[a] 5,137           698               5,835               79,256             
 Investment income 2[b] 10,798         2,003            12,801             7,527               
Incoming resources from generated funds 15,935         2,701            18,636             86,783             

 Incoming resources from charitable 
activities 2[c] 17,535         -                17,535             18,357             
 Other incoming resources 2(d) 75                -                75                    140                  

Total Incoming Resources 33,545         2,701            36,245            105,279          

Resources Expended

Costs of generating funds 3[a] -               -                -                  -                  
 Charitable activities 3[b,c] 29,373 1,271            30,644 25,193
Governance costs 3[d] 1,298           -                1,298               1,151

Total Resources Expended 30,671         1,271            31,942             26,344             

 Net Incoming Resources before 
transfers 2,874           1,430            4,304               78,936             
Gross Transfers between funds 6 -               -                -                  -                  

 Net Incoming Resources before other   
recognised gains /(losses) 2,874           1,430            4,304               78,936             

Gains (losses) on investment assets
     Realised 742)(              77)(                 819)(                 -                  
     Unrealised  3,718           715               4,433               26,395             
Net movement in funds 5,850           2,068            7,918               105,331           

 Total Funds brought forward at 1April 2010 226,036       52,669          278,705           173,374           
 

 Total Funds carried forward at 31st 
March 2011 231,886£     54,737£        286,623£         278,705£         

The notes on pages 26 to 30 form part of these accounts

Charity Commission Registered Number 224018
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The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2011

Note 2011 2010
£ £ £ £

Fixed Assets

       Investments 4a 248,444        214,830           
      Tangible assets 4b 712               890                  
Total Fixed Assets 249,156        215,720           

Current Assets
    Prepayments and accrued Income 5,741           1,021               
   Cash at bank & in hand 34,780         63,771             

40,521         64,792             

Liabilities
 Creditors: amounts falling due     within 
one year 5 3,054           1,807               

Net  Current  Asset s 37,467          62,985             

Net  Asset s 8        286,623£      278,705£         

Funds  
     Unrestricted Income Funds 7 231,885        226,036           
     Restricted Income Funds 7 54,737          52,669             
Total Charity Funds 286,623£      278,705£         

The Financial Statements on pages 26 to 30 were approved by the Executive Committee on 
24th June 2011 and signed on its behalf by

Mr J K Bowers
Chairman

Mr J. A. Newbould
Treasurer

The notes on pages 20 to 24 form part of these accounts
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1. Accounting Policies
a) Accounting Convention
(i) The financial statements are prepared under the historic cost convention  as modified by the inclusion of 
investments at market value and in accordance with the Finanicial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities 
(effective April, 2008). In preparing the financial statements the charity follows best practice as laid down
in the Statement of Recommended Practice "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" (SORP 2005) and 

by the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2005.
 

b) Restricted Funds
(i)    Restricted Funds are those where the use has been specified by the donor
(ii)  Restricted Funds include grants from other bodies - statutory, corporate or charitable for specific purposes
[iii] The ornithologcal fund represents funds used by the ornithological section and includes funds previously 
        held by the Protection of Birds Commitee. 
[iv] The Special Publications fund  includes the interest on a donation to enable the cost of printing 
        photographs in the Naturalist on a regular basis. Grants or loans may also be given to authors.
[v] The Mycological fund represents  cash raised from the sale of the Fungus Flora of Yorkshire.

c) Income and Expenditure
i) Revenue grants and payments are taken to the income and expenditure account in the years to which they 
    relate
ii) Subscriptions and legacies are accounted for on  a cash received basis. 
iii) Operating Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis.
iv) The Charity has  trustees and volunteers liability insurance

v) Grants payable are charged in the year when the offer is conveyed to the recipient
vi) Charitable activities include all costs of providing services or goods by the charity for charitable purposes
vii) Support costs include office, communications, insurance and other costs identifiable as integral to support 
      the charity's objects and are shown in note 3(c).
viii) Govenance comprises costs for the running of the charity itself as an organisation.

d) Capital Expenditure
 The costs  of publications are written off at the time of payment.
Office equipment purchased valued under £1300 is written off in the year of purchase, other equipment is  
capitalised at cost and depreciated at the rate of 20% on a reducing balance basis

e) Salary and Pension Costs
The Union employs no staff - its administration and proceedings are all handled by volunteers.
 No statement on pensions is required under FRS 17
 
f) Value of Investments
  The accounts show the selling value of the investments at 31/3/11 using the price listed in the Financial 
 Times. Investments are undertaken for the Union by a specialist charity investment house, viz. 

   COIF Charity Investment Funds

g) Changes to previous accounts:
There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) since the
previous financial period. 
 

h) The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union is not registered for Value Added Tax. The accounts include VAT where 
    applied.

The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union
Notes to the Accounts for year ended  31st March 2011
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Unrestricted fundsRestricted Funds Total Funds 2011 Total Funds 2010

£ £ £ £
2. Incoming Resources
2(a) Voluntary Income
Legacies 2,698           698               3,396               77,093             
Donations 9                  -                9                      5                      
Tax refunds on covenants & gift aid 2,242           -                2,242               1,815               
Grants received (Awards for All) -               -                -                  -                  

 General Grants -               -                -                  -                  
 Development appeal  188              -                188                  343                  

£ 5,137 698£             £ 5,835 £ 79,256

2(b) Investment Income
Dividends - UK Income Units 10,765         1,904            12,669             7,156               
Interest on cash deposits 33                -                33                    267                  
Interest: - Ornithological Fund -               33                 33                    46                    
        - Special Publications & Illustrations Fund -               57                 57                    50                    
        - Mycological Publication Fund -               9                   9                      8                      

10,798£       2,003£          12,801£           7,527£             

2(c) Incoming Resources from Charitable Activities
Subscriptions:-

Members and Associates 8,787           -                8,787               8,763               
Affiliated Societies 1,196           -                1,196               1,100               

Libraries and Universities 1,305           -                1,305               1,755               
Sponsored members -               -                -                  -                  

Book and publication sales 87                -                87                    237                  
Conference and meetings 2,367           -                2,367               2,683               
Sale of Bird Reports 2007 and earlier 683              -                683                  2,924               
Sale of Bird Reports, 2008 2,463           -                2,463               -                  
Advertising Income 300              -                300                  480                  
Special publications & illustrations 93                -                93                    100                  
The Flora of Mid-west Yorkshire -               -                -                  163                  
Lepidoptera book sales 254              -                254                  142                  
Mycological Book Sales -               -                -                  10                    

£ 17,535 -                £ 17,535 £ 18,357

2(d) Other Incoming Resources
Other income £ 75 -                £ 75 £ 140
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3. Resources Expended
Unrestricted fundsRestricted Funds Total Funds 2011  Total Funds 2010

£ £ £ £
 3[a] COSTS of GENERATING FUNDS
     General Funds -               -                -                  -                  
     Development Fund -               -                -                  -                  

-£                 -£                  -£                    -£                    

3[b] CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES  
Total grants to institutions (3) 1,505           -                1,505               155                  

Publication Costs:  
     The Naturalist 6,225           -                6,225              5,568
     The Bird Report 6,783           -                6,783              7,207
     The Bulletin 2,272           -                2,272              2,971
     The Butterflies & Moths Report 2,087           -                2,087              2,037              
     South Yorkshire Plant Atlas -                   -                -                  -                      
Book Sales postage 292              -                292                 51                   
Special Publications & Illustrations -                   1,038            1,038              63                   
Conference  & meetings expenses 4,302           -                4,302              4,269              
Ornithological section expenses -                   233               233                 187                 
Education and Training 1,183           -                1,183              -                      
Scarborough Bioblitz 249              -                249                 -                      
 

£24,898 1,271£          £26,169 22,508£           

3[c] SUPPORT COSTS OF CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
Printing and stationery 306              -                306                 260                 
Officers expenses 60                -                60                   71                   
Depreciation of display equipment 178              -                178                 222                 
Library -                   -                -                  9                      
Other administrative expenses 2,216           -                2,216              1,487              
Computer equipment, consumables 1,247           -                1,247               -                  
Development account 468              -                468                 636                  

-               -                -                      -                  
4,475£         -£                  4,475£             2,685£             

3[d] EXPENDITURE on GOVERNANCE
Independent Examiner's fee for reporting on 
the accounts 675              -                675                 675                 
Printing and stationery Costs 552              -                552                 422                 
Meeting costs 30                -                30                   9                      
Administration costs 41                -                41                   45                   

1,298£         -£                  1,298£             1,151£             
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4. Fixed Assets

4(a) Investments listed on a recognised Stock Exchange
2011 2010

Unrestricted fundsRestricted Funds Total Funds 2011 Total funds 2010

£ £ £ £

Market value at 31/3/2010 179,562       35,268          214,830           110,137           
Additions at cost 59,007         5,021            64,028             78,298             

Disposals 29,750         5,098            34,848             -                  
Unrealised Gains (losses) on investment 

assets  3,719           715               4,434               26,395             

Market value at 31/03/2011 212,538£     35,906£        248,444£         214,830£         

Historical Cost 31/03/2011 210,980£     34,260£        245,240£         217,533£         

  
Investments representing more than 5% of the portfolio by market value are as follows:
 2011 2010
General Funds £ £

COIF Charities Investment Fund 149,239       70% 125,857          70%
COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund -                   0% 19,750            11%

COIF Charities Global Equity Funds 14,182         7% -                      
COIF Charities Property Fund 49,117         23% 33,955            19%

212,538£     100% 179,562£         100%

Ornithological Section (Restricted) £ £
COIF Charities Investment Fund 24,728         69% 21,613            61%

COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund -                   0% 5,098              15%
COIF Charities Global Equity Funds 2,455           7% -                      

COIF Charities Property Fund 8,723           24% 8,557              24%
35,906£       100% 35,268£           100%

4(b)Tangible Fixed Assets
Display Equipment

Cost: £
At 1st April, 2010 4,548           

Additions -                   
Disposals -               

At 31st March, 2011 4,548           

Depreciation:
At 1st April, 2010 3,658           

Charge for the year 178              
At 31st March, 2011 3,836           

Net Book Value:
At 31st March, 2011 712£            

At 31st March, 2010 890£            

5. Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year
2011 2010

£ £
Bank Overdraft 2,379           -                
Accruals 675              1,807            

3,054£         1,807£          

6.  Transfer of Funds
There were no transfers between restricted and unrestricted funds during the year.
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7.  Reconciliation of funds
Balance at Movement in Resources Balance at

1st April 2010 Incoming Outgoing 31st March 2011

£ £ £ £
Restricted Funds

Ornithological Fund 6,350           1,937            233)(                 8,054               
Special Publications & Illustrations Fund 10,636         57                 1,038)(              9,655               
Mycological Publication Fund 1,314           9                   -                  1,323               

 Ornithological Acumulated Fund 34,369         1,336            35,705             
Total Restricted Funds 52,669£       3,339£          (1,271)£           54,737£          

Unrestricted Funds
Accumulated Fund 166,828       5,674            -                  172,502           
General Revenue Account 56,354         30,659          30,203)(            56,810             

 Designated Development Account 2,854           188               468)(                 2,574               

Total Unrestricted Funds 226,036£     36,521£        (30,671)£         231,886£        

Total Funds 278,705£     39,860£        (31,942)£         286,623£        

8. Analysis of Net Assets between Funds

Display 
Equipment

 Fixed Asset 
Investments

Net Current 
Assets Total

£ £ £ £
Restricted Funds

Ornithological Fund -               -                8,054               8,054               
Special Publications & Illustrations Fund -               -                9,655               9,655               
Mycological Publication Fund -               -                1,323               1,323               
Ornithological Accumulated Fund -               35,906          201)(                 35,705             

Total Restricted Funds -                   35,906          18,831             54,737             

Unrestricted Funds
Accumulated Fund -               172,502        -                  172,502           
General Revenue Account 712              40,036          16,062             56,810             

 Designated Development Account -               -                2,574               2,574               
Total  Unrestricted Funds 712              212,538        18,636             231,886           

Total Funds 712£            248,444£      37,467£           286,623£         

 
9. Related Party Transactions

  There were no related party transactions during the period

10. Trustees Remuneration
   No remuneration was paid to trustees during the period. 

11. Trustees' Expenses
Trustees' expenses reimbursed in respect of travel and telephone totalled £60 for one trustee
(2010, £71 for one trustee). 

12. Status
  The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union is a registered charity no 224018



 
 

In 2010, the YNU experimentally produced illustrated reports for VC61 and 
VC62 Excursions. However, the use of the internet as an educational and 
promotional tool is not being used to its full potential. The trustees have 

set up a working party to addre ss the issues.   
 

 

 
Taphrina carpini  a fungal gall on 
Hornbeam new to VC64 reported 

in Bulletin 54 
Golden -ringed Dragonfly 
has been found in new 

breeding places in VC62  


