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Highlights
2020 was a year unlike any other. A year where so many people decided that the best way to cope 
with enforced Covid-19 lockdown restrictions was to buy a moth trap and see what was flying in their 
gardens at night. Moth trapping became so popular that the usual stockists of moth traps ran out of 
stock. The result is that now we now have a small army of new enthusiasts who have discovered our 
fascinating hobby and who are sending us some excellent records. After a wet and windy start to the 
year, the start of lockdown towards the end of March coincided with a warm dry early spring. The next 
few months were good for moth trapping, with plenty of warm nights. The peak of the season in July 
was a little disappointing though the situation improved in late summer and into autumn, and most 
recorders reported a more productive season than in 2019.

The final total of 214,459 records was unprecedented. It was 41,000 more than we received in 2019 
and 26,000 more than the record year of 2018. The number of species recorded in the county with 
last year’s figures in brackets was as follows: 1279 (1246) species comprising 743 (709) species of 
microlepidoptera and 536 (543) species of macrolepidoptera. This is well ahead of the previous record 
number of 1250 in 2017. The big total therefore is due to far more species of microlepidoptera recorded 
in 2020. It is not obvious why this has happened as they still comprise just 26% of all records – a figure 
which has remained unchanged for several years. Perhaps more time in lockdown resulted in more 
time poring over identification guides or there was time for more dissection of specimens. To put these 
totals into perspective, the county list now stands at 1750 (1093 micros and 657 macros), so we are still 
recording a far greater proportion of macros each year. This is not surprising as many micros are harder 
to find and identify and a lot do not come readily to light. The number of contributors this year was 528 
compared to the previous record total of 509 in 2018. In the past we have had more time to trawl social 
media and on-line recording schemes for extra records, but this has not been possible this year. If we 
had done so, the number of recorders would have been even higher.

Macro Moths
Charles Fletcher
There was only one new macro moth for the county in 2020. This was Fletcher’s Pug, also known as 
Pauper Pug. It is one that we have been expecting. This moth of mature native lime woodland was first 
found in the UK in the Wye Valley in 1962 though it has probably been here for some time. It has been 
moving north and we expected it in the south of VC63 at some point, however one was found at Hackfall 
Woods in the north of VC64 in June. It almost certainly occurs undetected elsewhere in the county and it 
would be surprising if we did not find it in VC62 or 63 in the next few years as there is plenty of suitable 
habitat. 

There were several new vice-county records. In VC61, a Rosy Footman was trapped at Spurn in July. 
This species occurred in Yorkshire in Porritt’s time but then retreated south. One at Rotherham in 2009 
hinted at a return. We may well see more in future years. Range expansion in Footman species has been 
almost universal since 2000 but Rosy Footman is increasing its range at a much slower rate than most of 
the others. There were three new additions to the VC62 list. Chocolate-tip historically occurred in Porritt’s 
time at two localities near York, but we cannot be sure of which vice-county they were found in. A moth 
caught at Brompton in May was the first definite record for the vice-county. This species had a remarkable 
year and increased its range considerably to the north and west. The second addition to the VC62 list was 
Bilberry Pug. First found in the county in 2016, it has now turned up at widely separated sites. Moths were 
found at Low Moor in June and August. The third new species was Scarlet Tiger, another moth undergoing 
a marked range expansion. In 2019, the first one for Yorkshire was found near Leeds. We now have a 
second moth – photographed at Beningbrough Hall near York in July. We are likely to see more in future 
years.

VC63 just has one new macro species. Toadflax Brocade has been rapidly expanding its range over the 
last few years. Our first record was from Spurn in 2007 and it is perhaps surprising that we have had to 
wait until this year for more. There was a coordinated arrival with moths seen in Doncaster and Rothwell 
on 21st May, followed by a moth at a second site in Doncaster four days later. Further records in 
Doncaster in June and August suggest that local breeding may have occurred. Larvae should be looked 
for, particularly on purple toadflax in gardens. VC64 had two new species in addition to the Fletcher’s 
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Pug. Chocolate-tip was also seen here, with a moth at Little Preston in May, part of the impressive 
expansion of territory this year. The other new addition was an Orache Moth at Askham Bryan in June, 
the first record of this spectacular migrant in the county since our first in 2009. There were three more 
in August in the Spurn area. The VC65 macro list increased by two species, both of which have been 
expected as they have been increasing their range north and west across the county in recent years. 
Varied Coronet was trapped at Hutton Conyers in July and a Sycamore was found at the same site 
three days later.

There were many other highlights which are most easily listed by family:
Cossoidea
Goat Moth larvae and adults were found at three sites in the south-east of the county and we appear to 
have a healthy population in this area.
Sesiidae
The use of pheromone lures has led to a large increase in records of Clearwings. This year for the first 
time we have a commercially available lure for Lunar Hornet Moth and this appears to be particularly 
successful, showing this species is commoner than we thought. It was found in seven new 10K squares.
Lasiocampidae
The survey of Small Eggar webs in the south of VC62 continued for a second year and has vastly 
increased our understanding on the range and habitat requirements of this rare moth. The study will 
continue and it is likely that further sites will be found in 2021.
Sphingidae
Both Privet Hawk-moth and Pine Hawk-moth enjoyed exceptional years with increased numbers, 
colonisation of many new 10K squares and slight increases of overall range. All the usual migrant Hawk-
moths put in an appearance. Convolvulus Hawk-moth had a good year with 18 records but there were 
just five Bedstraw Hawk-moths. Two Death’s-head Hawk-moths were seen and Humming-bird Hawk-
moth had an average year with 140 records all across the county.
Geometridae
Maiden’s Blush continued its rise in numbers with many new sites across the county whilst the other 
expanding Geometrid, Least Carpet, consolidated its position in the south-east of the county without 
showing any range expansion. Some rare moths were recorded in good numbers such as Chalk 
Carpet which did well at Flamborough and V-moth which had its best year for a long time with records 
from seven sites in the northern half of the county. Trapping at Dib Scar in Wharfedale produced the 
extremely rare Yellow-ringed Carpet and the first Annulet seen in the Yorkshire Dales for many years. 
There were three records of Cloaked Pug, two in VC62 and one in VC64; the first in the county since 
2016, whilst Yarrow Pug and Shaded Pug were again seen at Austerfield in VC63. This site also 
recorded Pale Oak Beauty for the first time and there were an encouraging four records of six Great 
Oak Beauties on Thorne Moors. Not all species did well. Numbers of Spinach seem to drop every year, 
and a further drop in numbers of Dark Bordered Beauty at Strensall Common is giving considerable 
concern. Rather worryingly there were only two Rosy Waves trapped at Spurn, its most northerly site in 
the UK.
Erebidae
Several species in this family have colonised the county in recent years and are expanding their range. 
The spread of Beautiful Hook-tip shows no sign of slowing down and it was recorded at an impressive 
124 sites. Beautiful Snout is doing well, particularly in the east of VC62, and was recorded at 17 sites 
in 2020. Black Arches also had a good year with ten moths from five sites making it the best year on 
record. Other recent colonists did less well, and numbers of Red-necked Footman fell for the second 
year in a row. There were some nice migrant species. A Clifden Nonpareil was trapped at Flamborough, 
and three Beautiful Marbled were recorded in VC61. This migrant is becoming commoner across the 
country. Before this year we only had two records.
Noctuidae
Another recent colonist, Small Ranunculus, showed a big jump in range to the north and west whilst 
the new population of Coronet in the south-east of the county continues to move north and west and is 
now only 25 miles away from possibly meeting up with our native populations. Other species appear to 
becoming part of our permanent fauna - Tree-lichen Beauty records have increased and it now appears 
to be resident at Spurn and there was a record further up the coast at North Frodingham, whilst Webb’s 
Wainscot at three sites and two L-Album Wainscots at Spurn hint at future colonisation. Anomalous 
had an interesting year with two unusual lowland records at Haxby and Kilnwick. We wonder if the 
former is from an undiscovered population at Strensall Common. There were encouraging numbers of 
Wormwood in VC63 and the south of VC64 and Large Ranunculus had a good year on the coast. There 
were big numbers of Light Knot Grass in upland locations and at some of our lowland heaths. On a less 
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optimistic note, there was a big reduction in some moths associated with reed beds such as Obscure 
Wainscot, Silky Wainscot and Southern Wainscot though others such as Twin-spotted Wainscot had a 
much better year. There were very few records of Dog’s Tooth, and numbers of Pale Pinion and Tawny 
Pinion have dropped to very low levels. Garden Dart however does still occur in the county. The first 
moth since 2017 was trapped in VC62.
Records of some species were unusually low this year. Enforced lockdown in the early part of the 
year meant that proportionally more records came from gardens and fewer from woodland sites. This 
probably caused a fall in the number of records of Yellow Horned, Lunar Thorn, Scarce Prominent and 
Lead Coloured Drab. In fact, Scarce Prominent was not recorded at all in 2020. Other species which 
failed to tun up were Wood Carpet, Argent and Sable, Brown Scallop and Scarce Vapourer. We have 
had no records of Netted Pug in the county since 2016 and we do hope we have not lost this attractive 
species. Dotted Rustic has also not been seen since 2016 and may be no longer resident in the county.

The early spring led to very many species appearing on their earliest ever date such as Cabbage Moth, 
Ingrailed Clay and Spectacle in early April. Comparatively few species flew on their latest ever dates, but 
some of these were spectacularly late such as a Poplar Hawk-moth on 16th November. y more records 
came from gardens and fewer from woodland sites. This probably caused a fall in th

Harry Beaumont
It has been a challenging year; the season was just getting under way when it was brought to a sudden 
halt by the Coronavirus restrictions. It seemed that moth recording would be largely confined to our 
gardens and that the potential for new county and vice-county records would be greatly reduced. 
Perhaps surprisingly that was not to be the case, garden MV traps appeared to be operated more 
regularly while the opportunity to record leaf mining moths during permitted exercise periods resulted 
in an increase of such records. Four species occurred for the first time within Yorkshire during the year 
and new vice-county records (in addition to those listed as new to the county) numbered 51, distributed 
in VC61 (17), VC62 (6), VC63 (4), VC64 (13) and VC65 (11). Only two of those, one each in VC62 and 
VC63, refer to 2019 and were of records received, or confirmed, too late to be included in the report for 
that year.
All four additions to the county list in 2020 are of moths that are in the process of extending their 
national distributions northward. They are Caloptilia falconipennella which was found in vice-counties 
61 and 63, Yponomeuta sedella in VC61 and the pyralid moth Nascia cilialis, also in VC61. The fourth 
moth, Metalampra italica, is a little different. First found in Britain in 2003 it has since occurred quite 
widely in the south of England and Wales and there was a record in south Lancashire in 2019. The 
Yorkshire occurrence in VC65 suggests a further northward expansion of range although our record 
may be the result of accidental introduction in one of its immature stages.
The increased interest in recording the immature stages of leaf mining moths during the past few 
years has given a much better indication of their distribution within Yorkshire. For a number of species 
the 2020 occurrences indicate that they are widespread as they have now been found in all five vice-
counties.  
Local tineid moths included Triaxomera parasitella; new to the county in 2015 it was seen at Wintersett 
C.P., all four previous occurrences have been in the south of VC63. An unexpected find was Tinea 
columbariella at Skidby, an inhabitant of birds’ nests it was only known from Spurn where it had been 
reared from unidentified birds’ nest material over twenty years ago.
There have been several notable records of Caloptilia species, C. cuculipennella was seen again in 
the north of VC62 where it was recorded in 2014. The only other records were from York (vice-county 
uncertain) and VC65 in the nineteenth century. Although there are a few records of larval mines and 
cones of C. semifascia from all five vice-counties adult moths were seen for the first time within the 
county in the south of VC63. A report of Thiotricha subocellea at Fryston in 2019 was notable as the 
only previous Yorkshire record was from the Scarborough area of VC62 in the nineteenth century when 
it was stated to occur abundantly among marjoram. Has it been overlooked in the intervening period? 
Two Gelechia species are of particular interest, G. rhombella occurred at Haxby and although there are 
several records in vice-counties 62 to 64 this is the first in Yorkshire since 2000. The first G. senticetella 
occurred in the Doncaster district in 2018, it is a moth associated with conifers that is moving north and 
that was the most northerly British record. Two further moths in 2020, also in the Doncaster area, suggest 
that it may now be resident in the county. There are occasional records of Parachronistis albiceps in the 
Doncaster district dating back to the nineteenth century but it has never been found elsewhere in the 
county. A notable extension of range came with a record from Askham Bog in VC64 during the year.

Micro Moths
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The distribution of Coleophora artemisicolella was restricted to the very south of Yorkshire in vice-counties 
61 and 63 so it was a big jump in county terms when it was found in VC65. As it also occurs north of 
Yorkshire it would be worth looking for it in the centre of the county. A recent arrival is C. clypeiferella, also 
currently restricted to vice-counties 61 and 63 and with only three records since the first in 2010. Three 
further moths in 2020 indicate that it may now be resident in the county.
It has been a good year for notable tortricoid moths although none were new to the county.  Two species 
with only single previous Yorkshire records were Rhopobota stagnana in VC61, surely an overlooked 
moth in the county, and Neocochylis molliculana which had spread northwards into the county in 2019 
and has gained a further foothold with records in vice-counties 61 and 63 during the year. There are few, 
widely scattered, British records of Pammene ignorata although it is considered to be resident. One at 
Coniston Cold in the west of VC64 is the third in the county, following one each in vice-counties 64 and 
65 during the past few years. Have we got an outlying resident population? There were two occurrences 
of Cydia servillana, both in the Doncaster district, one of them reared from a gall on a sallow stem. The 
very few previous county records are restricted to the Doncaster area and from Askham Bog. Moths in the 
genus Dichrorampha can be difficult to identify and this is presumably why a record of D. plumbagana at 
Rossington is the first in thirty years; its national distribution suggests that it should occur more frequently. 
Other infrequently encountered moths include the recent arrival Spatalistis bifasciana at Hollym Carrs 
for which there are five previous occurrences in vice-counties 61 and 63; the very local Eucosmomorpha 
albersana in VC62 and the re-appearance of Eucosma pupillana in the south of VC63 where it was found 
regularly at the end of the last century. It is the first county record in twenty years, its decline almost 
certainly due to the reduction of wormwood, its larval foodplant.
A notable record was the occurrence of Oncocera semirubella in VC61, a moth that was first found in 
the county in 2019 when it appeared on the same date at localities in vice-counties 62 and 65 leading to 
speculation as to whether they were indicative of a northward spread from populations further south in 
England or were the result of immigration. Although most of the regular immigrant pyralid species did not 
appear to be numerous in 2020, and there were only single Loxostege sticticalis and Sitochroa palealis 
and two Evergestis extimalis, one moth Palpita vitrealis had its best year ever with the highest annual total 
and occurring in all five vice-counties. There were two further examples of Duponchelia fovealis during the 
year in vice-counties 62 and 63. With seven previous records scattered across all five vice-counties it is 
difficult to decide whether the increase in records of this moth is due to it becoming established in the wild 
or whether the moth is wholly dependent on continuing importation by the horticultural trade.

These are just some of the more important highlights of 2020, a wider selection can be found in the 
Systematic List.
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2020 was not a spectacular year for migrants but 
was not without interest. Many regular visitors turned 
up in very small numbers and we saw little of the 
excitement happening in the south of the country. 
There were however some nice records, particularly 
in coastal areas, and one or two very unexpected 
finds. Despite a warm and early spring, there was 
no sign of the very early migrants that we have seen in 
recent years. The first sightings were Humming-bird 
Hawk-moths on 10th and 31st March in VC63. Early 
sightings of this species sometimes raise the question 
of over-wintering but these were more likely to be 
migrants as they were followed by several more in 
April. There was a small influx of Diamond-back Moths 
in April, but the main arrivals of this species were in 
two large waves in June and August. There was also a good scattering of early Dark Sword-grass from 
mid-April, building gradually to a peak in September. This first wave of spring migrants in May also 
contained two surprises – a Bedstraw Hawk-moth at Hebden Bridge and the only Bordered Straw of 
the year at Low Bentham.

The first really exciting migrant of the year was an Orache Moth at Askham Bryan in June. This was 
new for VC64 and the first in the county since our first records in 2009. Surprisingly a further three 
were recorded in August, all in the Spurn area. Also, in June, a Gem was found in the extreme west 
of the county at West Bradford, one of only two this year; the other being at Baildon in September. In 
July, more migrant Hawk-moths arrived with the first Convolvulus Hawk-moth out of a healthy total of 
18, nearly all coastal; the main arrival as usual being in August and September. More Bedstraw Hawk-
moths arrived, unusually four out of the five were found in inland locations. From late July, there were 
many reports of Tree-lichen Beauty in VC61, mostly at Spurn. Whilst records in the previous two years 
were probably migrants, it is likely to be resident now in the south-east of the county. At the end of 
July, the only Vestal for the year turned up at Coniston Cold. 

Some of the more interesting migrants left it until late summer and early autumn to put in an 
appearance. Our first record of Beautiful Marbled was as recently as 2017, with a further moth in 2019. 
In mid-August this year there were three records in the south east of VC61 and it will be interesting to 
see if this migrant becomes more common. At the same time, two Small Mottled Willows were seen 
in VC62 and 63 and towards the end of the month a Clifden Nonpareil was found at Flamborough, 
the second year in a row we have been graced by this attractive species. With increased colonisation 
in the south of the country and many migrants seen elsewhere, we might have expected even more. 
Perhaps we will be more lucky next year. September brought the only two records of Great Brocade, 
curiously at the same site in VC61 within a few days of each other, and almost certainly different 
moths. A small influx of Scarce Bordered Straws was seen from September into October, mostly in 
the south-east of the county, and this wave of migration brought in four Delicates to the same area. 
In early October, some lucky observers recorded Death’s-head Hawk-moths at Wath-on-Dearne and 
near Scarborough. Seven Pearly Underwings were seen at sites scattered widely across the county, 
and our commonest migrant, Silver Y, had a good year with some big counts including over 1000 seen 
by day at Flamborough in early July.

Amongst the micros, Palpita vitrealis is becoming commoner and nine records is an exceptional total; 
records being dotted all over the county. A single Loxostege sticticalis was found at Wheldrake in 
August. This species has been seen less frequently in recent years. Udea ferrugalis had a good year 
but Nomophila noctuella had a dreadful year; four records was the lowest total since it failed to appear 
at all in 1991. 

The commoner migrants were seen widely throughout November but stopped abruptly at the end of 
the month. The last ones, on 29th November, were a Silver Y at Spurn and a Diamond-back Moth at 
Helmsley.

Orache Moth, Askham Bryan, 15 June 2020, 
David Laughlin, first for VC64.

Migrant Moths in 2020
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The following table shows the number of records (not individuals) for each migrant species in 2020 
compared with numbers in the five previous years (i.e., 2015 – 16 – 17 – 18 - 19). This enables readers 
to check how many of each species might have been expected in a typical year, if indeed a typical year 
exists for this group of moths! 

Plutella xylostella (Diamond-back Moth)  1526 (293 – 1952 – 377 – 1172 - 1752)
Loxostege sticticalis  1 (0 – 0 – 0 – 0 - 1)
Udea ferrugalis (Rusty-dot Pearl) 54 (47 – 52 – 87 – 17 - 92)
Palpita vitrealis   9 (4 – 0 – 4 – 5 - 2)
Nomophila noctuella (Rush Veneer) 4 (128 – 71 – 64 – 35 - 27)
Convolvulus Hawk-moth  18 (45 – 17 – 12 – 9 - 8)
Death’s-head Hawk-moth  2 (1 – 1 – 0 – 1 - 3)
Humming-bird Hawk-moth  140 (709 – 59 – 177 – 198 - 148)
Bedstraw Hawk-moth  5 (4 – 0 – 4 – 0 - 8)
Vestal    1 (10 – 7 – 38 – 0 - 13)
Gem    2 (6 – 2 – 5 – 2 – 0)
Beautiful Marbled   3 (0 – 0 – 1 – 0 - 1)
Clifden Nonpareil   1 (0 – 0 – 0 – 0 - 1)
Silver Y    3779 (2489 – 1670 – 1742 – 3681 - 1895)
Bordered Straw   1 (62 – 0 – 0 – 1 - 2)
Scarce Bordered Straw  8 (8 – 4 – 30 – 3 - 10)
Tree-lichen Beauty   15 (0 – 0 – 0 – 4 - 13)
Small Mottled Willow  2 (28 – 2 – 4 – 1 - 5)
Orache Moth   4 (0 – 0 – 0 – 0 – 0)
Delicate    4 (0 – 3 – 7 – 9 - 7)
Pearly Underwing   7 (16 – 2 – 11 – 2 - 9)
Dark Sword-grass   233 (244 – 104 – 260 – 339 - 149)
Great Brocade   2 (5 – 0 – 3 – 0 – 0)

 Beautiful Marbled, August 2020, Skidby. Andy D Nunn.
Gem, Baildon, 20 August 2020 John Gavaghan, one of 
only two in the county this year.

Palpita vitrealis, Brotherton, David Wadding. Scarce Bordered Straw, Kirk Smeaton. Dave Williamson
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Cabbage Moth     5th April  Askham Bryan (DL)
Ingrailed Clay     6th April  Bradford (MVP)
Spectacle    10th April  Rossington (RI&JCH)
Sallow Kitten   15th April  Otley (DOC)
Glaucous Shears   15th April  Goathland (WN)
Small Elephant Hawk-moth    3rd May  Baildon (JG) & Rishworth (EE)
Small Yellow Wave   20th May  Askham Bog (RBa)
Plain Golden Y   21st May  Scarborough (L&JW)
True Lover’s Knot   21st May  Sprotbrough (DB) & Thornton (MPe)
Small Dotted Buff   25th May  Little Preston (JMa)
Common Footman   28th May  North Ferriby (IM)
Shaded Broad-bar   29th May  Hutton Conyers (CHF)
Clay      2nd June  Market Weighton (PA)
Scarce Footman   13th June  Tadcaster (DBa)
Least Yellow Underwing  17th June  Kirk Smeaton (P&JS)
Small Rufous   19th June  Newtondale (GF)
Chevron    24th June  Leyburn (DBr)

Small Elephant Hawk-moth  10th August Kirk Smeaton (P&JS)
Sycamore                   14th August Pudsey (DN)
Striped Wainscot   14th August Strensall Common (YB)
Shoulder-striped Wainscot  28th September Austerfield (SB)
Least Yellow Underwing  28th September Wykeham Causeway (AR, JHo)
Dingy Footman   20th October Scarborough (AR, JHo)
Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing 20th October Austerfield (SB)
Flame      8th November Wykeham Causeway (AR, JHo)
Orange Sallow     9th November Sharow (JCW)
Flame Shoulder   10th November Sharow (JCW)
Riband Wave   13th November Fairburn Ings (RT)
Poplar Hawk-moth   16th November North Ferriby (IM)
Cabbage Moth   16th November Kirk Smeaton (DWi)
Snout    17th November Elvington (JSm)
Setaceous Hebrew Character  18th November Hunmanby Gap (KC)

Macros
All records that we receive are checked for species that are flying at unusual times. Many of these are incor-
rect – either misidentifications, typos, or entries of an incorrect date. Many however we know are correct 
and we have seen the photograph and/or trust the recorder and their description. We seem to have que-
ried a lot of dates this year. A record of a Poplar Hawk-moth in mid-November is not going to get onto the 
database without a fight, but in this case was correct. The early warm spring as expected led to some early 
flight times. If we exclude all those species with fewer than ten records on the database, those over-win-
tering as adults and those emerging indoors, 45 macro species flew on their earliest ever date. Here is a 
selection of the most interesting:

Early and Late Records

At the other end of the year, 29 species flew on their latest ever date. Cabbage Moth appears in both 
lists and the November record may be from a late third brood. Small Elephant Hawk-moth and Least 
Yellow Underwing also manage to appear in both lists, but these are univoltine species so the date 
range is harder to explain. Here again are some of the most interesting flight times:
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Micros
Amongst the microlepidoptera, the scarcity of some species means that more early and late dates 
tend to be recorded. With the same restrictions and excluding species with few than ten adult records 
on the database, 98 species flew on their earliest ever date and 66 on their latest. Again, the early 
warm spring led to a preponderance of early flyers. Some species had particularly early years, the 
most dramatic being Rhyacionia pinivorana which the Field Guide tells us starts flying in June. Out of 
19 records, 11 were in May, the earliest being 7th May. 11 out of the 12 earliest ever records are now 
from 2020. Four species flew on both their earliest and latest ever dates. These were:
Ethmia quadrillella – 28th April to 8th August
Glyphipterix simpliciella – 22nd April to 14th August
Grapholita jungiella – 16th April to 7th August
Micropterix calthella – 16th April to 17th July
The early dates are not surprising in 2020 but the late dates are more unusual and none of these 
species is known to have a second brood.

Shoulder-striped Wainscot, Peter Mayhew.   Sycamore, Dave Williamson.

 Grapholita jungiella, Charles Fletcher.  Micropterix calthella, Dave Williamson.
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Code                 Vernacular  Records              Individuals
 
73.342  Large Yellow Underwing  6399 103194
73.015                 Silver Y    3781 16047
73.317                 Heart and Dart   3562 17236
73.162                 Dark Arches   3381 15388
73.345                 Lesser Yellow Underwing  2436 10714
73.359                 Setaceous Hebrew Character  2381 16891
73.249                 Hebrew Character   2370 9758
72.045                 Common Footman   2273 11851
70.016  Riband Wave   2218 7340
70.258  Willow Beauty   2148 4725
73.325  Shuttle-shaped Dart   2115 5262
70.226  Brimstone Moth   1864 3296
73.329  Flame Shoulder   1799 4321
73.357  Square-spot Rustic   1729 7723
70.097  Common Marbled Carpet  1726 3374
73.293  Smoky Wainscot   1701 6035
70.100  Green Carpet   1678 5219
73.096  Uncertain    1588 9393
72.003  Snout    1565 3349
73.244  Common Quaker   1562 5796
72.002  Straw Dot    1554 4917
72.019  Buff Ermine   1492 3444
70.049  Garden Carpet   1483 2232
73.348  Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing 1424 5343
73.267  Bright-line Brown-eye  1366 2257

Top Micro-moths in 2020  Based on number of records
Code         Taxon                 Vernacular                 Records Individuals
49.039 Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 3390 10632
63.080 Chrysoteuchia culmella Garden Grass-veneer 2195 18214
18.001 Plutella xylostella  Diamond-back Moth  1526 7973
41.002 Blastobasis adustella    1455 7262
49.166 Celypha lacunana     1455 4046
63.038 Patania ruralis  Mother of Pearl  1447 5522
62.001 Aphomia sociella  Bee Moth   1360 2406
63.093 Agriphila straminella    1311 9342
28.010 Hofmannophila pseudospretella         Brown House-moth  1204 2056
63.025 Anania hortulata                 Small Magpie  1120 2287
63.089 Agriphila tristella     1094 6607
63.067 Eudonia lacustrata     1059 3902
63.074 Eudonia mercurella       927 2606
49.161 Celypha striana       800 1341
63.064 Scoparia ambigualis      767 1927
45.044 Emmelina monodactyla Common Plume    722   900
28.009 Endrosis sarcitrella  White-shouldered House-moth   680   872
49.109 Agapeta hamana       616 1346
49.077 Acleris variegana  Garden Rose Tortrix    615   832
16.001 Yponomeuta evonymella Bird-cherry Ermine    610 4581
41.003 Blastobasis lacticolella      529   797
49.156 Hedya nubiferana  Marbled Orchard Tortrix                     508 1069
62.077 Endotricha flammealis      494 1466
35.040 Bryotropha terrella       449   955
49.265 Eucosma cana         418   792

Top Macro-moths in 2020  Based on number of records
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Small Brindled Beauty,  Patrick Clement.

Moths to look out for in 2021 
Brussels Lace Cleorodes lichenaria
This species was “rather scarce” in Yorkshire in 
Porritt’s time but he listed it from Askham Bog, 
Flamborough, Richmond, Scarborough, “between 
Ayton and Stokesley” and Castle Howard. Sutton 
and Beaumont say that it was last recorded in 
the “early 20th century” at Raincliffe Wood near 
Scarborough. It has never been seen again. It also 
retreated from much of lowland central England, 
leaving the core population in south-western 
counties, most of Wales and good but scattered 
colonies in various parts of Scotland. A similar 
decline was seen in much of Europe, blamed on 
deteriorating air quality.
Several species of moth have invaded Yorkshire 
from the south-west in recent years, for example 
Red-necked Footman, Tawny Pinion, Pale Pinion, 
Beautiful Snout and Devon Carpet. We should be on 
the lookout for the next one. Brussels Lace, as its scientific name lichenaria suggests is yet another lichen 
feeder, and moths in this group are virtually all expanding their ranges. It will be no surprise to learn that it 
has been increasing its distribution “significantly since 1980” according to the Atlas, and this seems to be 
still going on. Since 2000, populations in the south-east of Scotland appear to be moving into the north of 
Northumberland, and Welsh populations into the south of Lancashire. Cumbrian populations are inching 
towards us and there have even been records in Lincolnshire. This is a moth that could reach us from any 
direction, and there is a parallel here with Red-necked Footman which probably invaded us from three 
directions at once. I have a hunch however that our first record will be in the south-west of the county, 
and it could be any time soon.
This is a moth of woodland and scrubby areas with blackthorn and hawthorn, so there is no shortage 
of habitat in the county. It should be looked for from mid-June to mid-August.

Small Brindled Beauty Apocheima hispidaria
Does this species still occur in Yorkshire? It is too late in the year to search for it now, but it would be 
nice to try and find it in 2022. In Porritt’s day it was “tolerably common”. He found it on “the boles 
of oaks etc. early in March” and listed localities all over the county. Records have been thin on the 
ground since then and Sutton and Beaumont listed very few recent records in 1989. Since then, re-
cords have come from Bubwith in 1991, Grosmont in 1992 and 1993, Low Bentham in 1998 and near 
Hawnby in 2009. There are known populations in north Lancashire and in Lincolnshire. This is a moth 
of mature oak woodland. It tends not to wander and it is not a common visitor to gardens. It therefore 
has to be looked for. It flies from mid-February 
to mid-March at a time when few moth trappers 
venture out of their gardens. The flightless females 
can be found by searching near the base of oak 
trunks after dawn and are reasonably distinctive, 
though we would need to see a good clear photo-
graph. This species is still highly likely to occur in 
the county. Some of the remoter unexplored oak 
woods of VC62 might be worth a look. It also could 
easily still occur at sites like Strensall Common, 
Skipwith Common and Askham Bog in the centre 
of the county. For those interested in scientific 
names, this is the “shaggy moth appearing after 
winter”.

Brussels Lace - Butterfly Conservation.
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Larvae
An important milestone in 2020 was the publication of a Field Guide to the Caterpillars of Great Britain and 
Ireland by Barry Henwood and Phil Sterling with excellent illustrations by Richard Lewington. In the past we 
had to rely on Jim Porter’s Colour Identification Guide to the Caterpillars of the British Isles. This is a good 
book but is now difficult to get hold of and the new Field Guide has certain advantages being easier to use 
and with more information. There are helpful identification tips, a list of foodplants telling us which larvae 
feed on which plant, and some extra tips at the back on how to tell apart some rather similar species. This 
has led to more confidence in identifying the larvae of macro moths and we have seen an increase in larval 
records being submitted this year. It is interesting to see the larvae with the most records. There may be 
more of these submitted for several reasons; they might be common species, more likely to feed by day, or 
particularly distinctive species which are easy to identify. Here is the “top 25”. Try and identify some of these 
in 2021

72.031 Cinnabar                   Tyria jacobaeae                     46
66.007     Oak/Northern Eggar                     Lasiocampa quercus                   28
66.010 Drinker    Euthrix potatoria 20
66.008 Fox Moth    Macrothylacia rubi 20
72.017 Vapourer    Orgyia antiqua 20
73.058 Mullein    Cucullia verbasci 17
72.024 Ruby Tiger   Phragmatobia fuliginosa     13
73.038 Grey Dagger   Acronicta psi 13
68.001 Emperor Moth   Saturnia pavonia 11
71.025 Buff-tip    Phalera bucephala 9
69.016 Elephant Hawk-Moth  Deilephila elpenor 8
72.015 Pale Tussock   Calliteara pudibunda      7
73.342 Large Yellow Underwing  Noctua pronuba 7
72.026 Garden Tiger   Arctia caja 6
73.113 Angle Shades   Phlogophora meticulosa      6
72.013 Yellow-tail    Euproctis similis 5
73.061 Anomalous   Stilbia anomala 5
54.009 Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet Zygaena lonicerae 4
66.003 Lackey    Malacosoma neustria                    4                   
73.053 Chamomile Shark   Cucullia chamomillae      4
72.045 Common Footman   Eilema lurideola 4
54.008 Six-spot Burnet   Zygaena filipendulae      3
70.256 Mottled Umber   Erannis defoliaria 3
72.019 Buff Footman   Spilosoma lutea 3
72.020 White Ermine   Spilosoma lubricipeda      3

Clancy’s Rustic Caradrina kadenii
One migrant moth not yet recorded in Yorkshire 
is Clancy’s Rustic. Surely it is only a matter of time 
before one turns up at Spurn. It is a recent addition 
to the British list with the first record at New Romney 
in 2002. Since then, records have gradually increased 
and it appears to be resident in coastal counties 
from Devon to Suffolk with scattered records of 
presumed migrants even further north. It is usually a 
fairly distinctive species to identify but it is possible 
to mistake it for Pale Mottled Willow, some forms of 
which can look very similar. In fact, the only suspected 
Clancy’s Rustic in the county turned out to be Pale 
Mottled Willow when dissected so do be careful. The 
larvae feed on various low-growing herbaceous plants 
so it is not constrained by habitat. At some stage in 
the future it may well colonise our area, but first it is 
likely to turn up in September or October in a coastal 
locality as a migrant though there is a small earlier 
generation in June and July. Clancy’s Rustic,  Ben Sale.
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Winners and Losers in 2020
Which species did well in 2020 and which ones decreased in numbers? Which species did 
we record widely when we were locked down at home in the mild spring and early summer? 
Did the trends over the last few years continue or did some species experience a reversal of 
fortunes? With more moth trapping in gardens in the first half of the year and less in other 
sites, it might have been expected that the list of winners and losers might reflect this, but 
this was not really the case, and “garden species” did not seem to prosper to the detriment 
of “wider countryside” species, with possible exception of Orange Underwing which probably 
flew undetected whilst we were cooped up at home.

The following figures are derived in the same way as usual by comparing the number of 
records in 2020 with the average of the five previous years and applying a correction factor to 
compensate for differences in recording effort from year to year. The figures are all for those 
resident macro moths which are fairly widespread in the county and which have a significant 
number of records. Migrants, rarities and very local species are omitted.

Winners Change Losers Change
Barred Rivulet +167% Obscure Wainscot -82%

Glaucous Shears +167% Pale Pinion -79%

Leopard Moth +161% Green Arches -64%

Lunar Hornet Moth +140% Silky Wainscot -63%

Knot Grass +133% Small Clouded Brindle -59%

Privet Hawk-moth +129% May Highflyer -58%

Ochreous Pug +126% Double Lobed -57%

Small Ranunculus +122% Small Square-spot -55%

Juniper Carpet +116% Dotted Border -55%

Pine Hawk-moth +114% Orange Underwing -54%

Oak Hook-tip +105% Red-necked Footman -54%

Small Quaker +98% Garden Tiger -54%

Treble Lines +96% March Moth -54%

Vine’s Rustic +93% Brown Tail -53%

Poplar Kitten +83% Southern Wainscot -52%

Small Elephant Hawk-moth +78% Bordered Sallow -52%

Puss Moth +77% Currant Pug -50%

Fox Moth +77% Chevron -50%

Brindled Pug +76% Gold Spangle -49%

Plain Pug +75% Common Lutestring -49%

Looking at the list of winners, in recent years the top moths are usually those which are relatively new 
arrivals to the county and are spreading rapidly. This year, only Small Ranunculus is in this category. The 
moths we are used to seeing here tended to do well, but not so spectacularly, for example Least Carpet 
(up 46%), Beautiful Snout (+41%) and Beautiful Hook-tip (+37%). Barred Rivulet and Oak Hook-tip 
numbers bounced back after some extremely low counts in recent years, and the big rise in records of 
Lunar Hornet-moth is entirely due to the use of pheromones. Pine Hawk-moth and Privet Hawk-moth 
have both been doing well in the south-east of the county in recent years and have been increasing 
in numbers and in distribution. They both appeared in the top twenty winners in 2019, as did Vine’s 
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Rustic and Treble Lines whose numbers have been steadily rising without any change in distribution. 
It is curious how numbers of Small Quaker doubled whilst those of the other Orthosia species stayed 
exactly the same in 2020. Puss Moth has gone from the losers list in 2019 to the winners list this year 
and it is interesting that its close relatives, the three Kitten species all did well in 2020.
The list of losers contains five species from last year – Barred Sallow, May Highflyer, Small Square-spot, 
Currant Pug and Red-necked Footman – suggesting that we should be worried about long-term decline 
here. It is curious how numbers of Red-necked Footman and Pale Pinion have fallen dramatically. These 
two species, both newcomers to the county, did very well initially but there is now something seriously 
checking their numbers. Perhaps specific parasitoids are responsible. The fall in numbers of three reed-
feeding species, Obscure Wainscot, Silky Wainscot and Southern Wainscot is difficult to explain as until 
recently all three have been doing very well in the county and expanding their ranges. Does this reflect a 
lack of trapping in reed beds in 2020? Numbers of Garden Tiger continue to fall and are probably now at an 
all-time low. Low numbers of March Moth and Dotted Border were probably due to a cold wet February; 
the warmer weather not starting until their flight period was almost over. The fall in Brown-tail is 
difficult to understand as it was recorded at several new sites including two in the east of VC63 – 
Swinefleet and Austerfield.

         Poplar Kitten +83%  Dave Williamson.

     Privet Hawk-moth +129% Dave Williamson.

Pine Hawk-moth +114%  Mike Pilsworth.

Lunar Hornet-moth, Samantha Batty There were many 
more records this year due to the use of pheromone lures.
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There are many species of moths, both macros and micros, that can’t be told apart without dissection. 
It obviously isn’t possible to dissect all of these, so we are left with a problem. Do we ignore them, or 
do we combine them to an “aggregate” group of species. If you look at the back of the recent macro 
moth Atlas, there are maps for many of these aggregate species in Appendix 2, so it is certainly worth 
sending us the records for many of these, as they can be useful. Others are not so useful, so we 
thought it might be a good idea to suggest which ones we like to receive and in what form.
Many recorders, particularly those who are new to moths, send us confident records of species such as 
Common Rustic or Tawny Marbled Minor, perhaps not knowing that these are not acceptable without 
dissection, so again, we thought that some further guidelines on these species might be useful. 
Here is a list of “aggs” which you should consider:

Macros
November Moth/Pale November Moth/Autumnal Moth: the easiest aggs to identify, but only if you 
are prepared to look at the teeth on the underside of the 8th abdominal segment. This is extremely 
difficult on a live moth. Unless you have done this, they should be logged as November Moth agg. or 
Epirrita dilutata agg.
Dark Dagger/Grey Dagger: you might be able to have an intelligent guess which species you are 
dealing with, but it’s only a guess. Clever people can look at the (male) genitalia without killing the 
moth but you need steady fingers, nerves of steel and a good lens. Otherwise they should be logged 
as the aggregate, which for the purposes of MapMate import should be Dark Dagger / Grey Dagger 
or Acronicta tridens/psi.
Copper Underwing/Svensson’s Copper Underwing: at the start of the season these are usually fairly 
easy to separate but worn specimens later in the flight season can be far harder, so with these there 
is no disgrace in amalgamating them. The correct syntax is Copper Underwing agg. or Amphipyra 
pyramidea agg. 
Uncertain/Rustic: well-marked typical specimens of these are quite different and in many cases sep-
aration is easy. With some however it is much harder and we all get specimens where we just can’t 
be completely sure, especially late in the flight season. Again, there is no disgrace amalgamating 
these if you are not sure. The correct way is Uncertain/Rustic agg. or Hoplodrina octogenaria/blanda. 
Note Uncertain’s name changed a few years ago to octogenaria!
The four Ear Moths: these cannot be reliably separated as adults, even by clever people, so aggregate all of 
them as Ear Moth agg. or Amphipoea oculea agg. unless you fancy a go at dissecting them.
Common Rustic/Lesser Common Rustic: there is no foolproof way of separating these without dis-
section so they should be logged as Common Rustic agg. or Mesapamea secalis agg.                 
Marbled Minor/Tawny Marbled Minor/Rufous Minor: we’ll allow you to call the really red ones 
Rufous Minor as these are fairly safe. All others however should be logged as Marbled Minor agg. or 
Oligia strigilis agg.  
Deep-brown Dart/Northern Deep-brown Dart: these are all on our database as Northern Deep-
brown Dart so if you are lucky enough to catch one, that’s the best species to log it as. We don’t 
know if we have both species in the county, and many people think that all British moths are the 
same species anyway. The authors of the Atlas were unable to tell us how to separate the two by 
forewing markings, and the genitalia are identical. That is why all Yorkshire and Lancashire records 
are logged as the aggregate. Other counties guess!
Engrailed/Small Engrailed: another controversial subject. Some people still think there are two 
separate species, but if they are, we haven’t a clue how to tell them apart, so record all of these as 
Engrailed Ectropis crepuscularia. 
Red Twin-spot Carpet/Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet: MapMate lets you enter this as an agg. but 
we really should be able to tell these two species apart if we are careful, so we’re not too keen on 
this one.
“Pug sp.”: no, that’s horrible. We don’t want that one! It’s as bad as recording “Moth sp.”.

 “Aggregate” species
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Micros                                                                                                                                                       
Acleris ferrugana/notana: this is the best way to record this  pair, even when the habitat strongly 
suggests one or the other.                                                                                                                                          
Acleris laterana/comariana: even though size or flight time might indicate one or the other, these 
should be logged as the aggregate.                                                                                                                                
Agonopterix sp.: MapMate lets you record this, though it’s of no use so we discard these records. You 
might just about have an argument for Agonopterix heracliana agg. if you think you might have got 
ciliella but haven’t checked the hindwing.                                                                                                                                   
Argyresthia sp.: another MapMate eccentricity of no value whatsoever. 
Bactra lacteana/lancealana: this is allowable in MapMate but it’s unnecessarily cautious as lacteana 
is an extremely rare moth in the county and we’re not going to shout at you if you to call them 
lancealana without dissecting them.
Caloptilia alchimiella/robustella: you really can’t reliably tell these apart without dissection, so the 
aggregate is quite acceptable. We’re not going to accept records of undissected moths identified to 
species level. Caloptilia betulicola/elongella might also be a good idea but MapMate won’t let you 
enter that one. You can’t really reliably tell them apart.
Cnephasia sp.: we get several hundred of these every year. They are of no value so we discard them.
Coleophora sp., Depressaria sp., Parornix sp., Yponomeuta sp. Why bother with any of these? We 
know MapMate allows you to record these. It lets you record the rather absurd “Plume sp.” and even 
“Micro sp.” but you might as well record “Unknown lepidoptera” which is another of MapMate’s 
dafter inventions. These records get binned.
Stigmella aurella agg.: OK, you can’t differentiate aurella from splendidissimella from the mine, but 
it’s another one like Bactra lancealana where we rather unscientifically assume it’s the commoner one 
unless proven otherwise, so it’s OK to record the mine as Stigmella aurella. This is what most counties 
seem to do.
Oegoconia sp. is fine. You can’t tell them apart so don’t guess unless you’ve had it dissected, but I 
doubt a future micro atlas will have a map for Oegoconia sp. so there isn’t a lot of point.
Yponomeuta sp. – there are various combinations on MapMate such as malinellus/cagnagella, 
padella/malinellus and padella/cagnagella/malinellus. They are all pretty useless. Just ignore them 
unless you’ve beaten them from the correct tree or recorded the webs. Nobody can reliably tell them 
apart except for the all-dark form of padella, even if you dissect them. We don’t keep these records.

Yponomeuta sedella, Kilnwick, 5th August ‘20, Mike 
Coverdale, new for Yorkshire.

Yponomeuta sp. Callum Macgregor.
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Top Mothing Misidentifications
We have not met a moth recorder yet who does not misidentify moths. And that includes us. It just 
isn’t possible to put a name to everything you catch, even if you dissect it and even if you have been 
doing it for years. There is no disgrace in saying you’re not sure, and it’s quite acceptable to let these 
moths “accidentally” fly away. If we receive a list of moths and see “unknown” against a proportion 
of them, it makes us happy. It means that we know you are not making wild guesses. If however we 
receive a list of confident identifications and 14 of them are county records (yes, this does happen!), 
then it is going to make us extremely sceptical about everything else on the list.

One of the trickiest things to appreciate when you start looking at moths is which species are com-
mon and expected to occur in your area, and which are less likely. This is much easier nowadays as 
there are so many things to help. One fantastic tool is “What’s flying tonight”. You can look at it on-
line at https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/ or you can download it to your phone. It 
will show you photographs of all the common moths which occur in your area during that particular 
week, and you will be surprised how often the contents of your moth trap appear in the first 20 or 
30 pictures. This resource is for macro moths only. The Yorkshire Moths web site at http://www.
yorkshiremoths.info/ has a similar idea on its pages “Flying Tonight” and “Common Species out now” 
which also list the commonest species on the wing at that time of the year in Yorkshire. For micros, 
the Micro Moth Grading Guidelines are very useful. They can be downloaded from the BC web site 
at https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/recording-moths/guidance-notes and will tell you which 
species are acceptable from a good photo, which need dissection, and which will make your county 
recorder’s hair stand on end. We sometimes use it as an excuse - “no I’m sorry I can’t accept that 
record as the national guidelines say you have to dissect it!”

When you are pretty sure you know what your moth is and it matches the picture and the descrip-
tion in the field guide, do read the small print. Is it flying at the right time of year? Does the food 
plant occur in your area? Does the distribution map suggest that it occurs in your area? When iden-
tifying micros, be aware that there is not a single book that shows all of them. Sterling, Parsons and 
Lewington’s excellent field guide to micro moths only illustrates 1033 out of over 1600 species, and 
there are several species omitted which are fairly common in Yorkshire. Manley’s excellent photo-
graphic field guide cannot show every variation of every species so confusion species are not always 
obvious. 

Very few people send in lists of moths with no errors. We can usually find something! Should that 
Mottled Umber in May be a larva, not an adult? Was the Chimney Sweeper really caught at MV light? 
It’s important that all these points are ironed out before we submit them to the NMRS as they are 
quick to point out to us that Common Quaker doesn’t fly in September and perhaps it was a Vine’s 
Rustic. One advantage of using MapMate is to be able to use its inbuilt validation checks which you 
can activate under Date Entry/Records/Properties/Validation. It politely tells you that the Water 
Carpet that you’ve just entered in August is a rather unusual date and that Lead Belle hasn’t actually 
been seen in your garden before.

All the usual errors cropped up this year, plus one or two others. The following are the commonest:
Triple-spotted Clay. You would not believe the number of records we get. They are almost bound to 
be Double Square-spot.
Lunar Yellow Underwing. One Yorkshire record in 1875. It’s one of the other Yellow Underwings or a 
typo for Lunar Underwing.
Small Yellow Underwing at light in August. No, it flies by day in May so it’s one of the other Yellow 
Underwings. Or on one occasion this year, Beautiful Yellow Underwing.
Spinach. Unless you are as familiar with Spinach as Popeye, we’re not going to believe you without a 
photo. 80% turn out to be Barred Straw or Northern Spinach.
Heart and Club. A large proportion turn out to be Turnip Moth. A few are Heart and Dart.
Hebrew Character after mid-June is nearly always a typo for Setaceous Hebrew Character. We had a 
confirmed record in July this year but this is a rare occurrence.
Five-spot Burnet does not occur in the county. It’s Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet.
Common Fan-foot is an extreme rarity. It’s Fan-foot.
Lead-coloured Drab. When we ask for a photo, a surprising number of these are “lead-coloured” 
forms of Clouded Drab. We need to see the feathery antennae on the photo. It isn’t common away 
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from poplars and aspens and is rare in gardens.
Small Argent and Sable at light is without excep-
tion Common Carpet, no matter how confident you 
are.
Rustic Shoulder-knot, Dingy Shears and the 
melanic form of Clouded-bordered Brindle 
continue to cause a lot of confusion.

Some people have trouble deciding whether a 
moth is a macro or a micro. It isn’t always easy and 
it’s quite possible to look in the wrong book. Some 
quite large moths are micros; the one causing most 
problems this year was Wax Moth. Conversely 
some really small moths are in fact macros. The 
commonest problems this year were with Oak 
Nycteoline, Pinion-streaked Snout, Short-cloaked 
and Least Black Arches which are all extremely small.

Some names sound very similar and it is very easy to mix them up. Examples this year were White-
spotted Pinion for White-pinion Spotted, Brown-line Bright-eye for Bright-line Brown-eye and 
even Fenn’s Wainscot for Fen Wainscot. Anything with “Square Spot” in the name can cause huge 
confusion and we have had several records this year of extreme rarities such as Square-spot Dart and 
Square Spot. Some Square-spotted Clays were also mistakes. The majority turn out to be Square-spot 
Rustic.

Other difficulties we see commonly are separating Winter Moth from Northern Winter Moth, Plain 
Wave from Riband Wave, White-point from Clay, and separating the different Footmen. Claimed 
records of Cream Wave and Lesser Cream Wave usually turn out to be something else, and all of the 
claimed Small Emeralds this year were incorrect.

Micros
Many problems with micros are caused by simply finding a picture in the Field Guide that looks like 
your moth, and then assuming that is what it is, without reading the small print. Get to know and 
use the key to families at the start of Sterling, Parsons and Lewington’s Field Guide. Pay attention 
to the antennae, the scales on the head, and particularly the palps. If you can narrow it down to a 
family or even a genus, you are half way there. Do be aware that a lot of species are not illustrated 
so you might need to use other resources. If you are just starting out, don’t try to identify the micros 
all at once. Start with the easy, common and well-marked ones. Get to know what is common and 
likely to occur in your garden. Study the micro moth grading guidelines we have mentioned above 
and avoid the temptation of identifying something to species level when the guidelines say it should 
be dissected. 

It is very easy to look a complete idiot when identifying micros. We should know as we do it quite 
regularly. Identifying moths from photographs is fraught with difficulty as it’s hard to pick up the 
“jizz”, assess the size and spot some of the subtle but important features such as the palps. This 
is why we sometimes sound a note of caution when you get your photographs identified by an 
“expert” on-line. These experts frequently do not appreciate what is likely to occur in Yorkshire and 
many people are disappointed that we disagree with the assessment that they have found a new 
moth for the county. A lot of people when stuck search various sources on-line for photographs that 
look like their moth. This is often a good idea, however there are thousands of incorrectly-labelled 
photographs out there waiting to confuse you. One good source that we often use when stuck is a 
German web site, http://www.lepiforum.de which usually has several high-quality photographs for 
each species. Some are continental forms which might look a little different but there are very few 
errors.
The same mistakes are made every year so we are sorry that this list is similar to the one in last 
year’s report, but these errors are so common that it is worth repeating them.
Coleophora sp. There is a large number of species in this genus and considerable experience is 
required in order to make a diagnosis on external characters, and even then, dissection is usually 
needed to confirm the identification. Some of the green shiny ones can be identified if you are 

Small Argent and Sable, Tim Melling.
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careful and study the antennae, for example C. 
mayrella. If an uncommon species is suspected 
retention of the moth is essential.
Yponomeuta (Small Ermine) species. A lot of people 
confidently identify these to species level. Bird-
cherry Ermine is usually easy as it has more spots 
than the others; however, records of Apple and 
Spindle Ermine are not allowable unless disturbed 
from the relevant food plant or recorded as larval 
webs. The totally grey form of Orchard Ermine is 
usually OK, and Willow Ermine can be identified 
with care if you are familiar with it and if the 
moth is fresh. Despite what the books say, it is not 
possible to determine these species by dissection.
Parornix sp. Please don’t guess these. They aren’t 
all anglicella or devoniella as you will discover 
when you start dissecting them. It may be possible 
for extremely clever people to tell them apart by sight, but that doesn’t include us, and we think that 
it probably doesn’t include you either.
Dichrorampha sp. We get a lot of records of D. acuminatana and comparatively few of the others. 
This is probably due to the main field guide stating that it is the only species seen regularly in 
moth traps. This is not true. The presence or absence of a costal fold in the male, and the correct 
food plant in the vicinity help with identification. Many however will need dissection to be sure. D. 
acuminatana is usually acceptable from a good lateral photograph showing the shape of the wing.
Eudonia/Scoparia species. This year we received large numbers of records of Eudonia delunella, E. 
murana, Scoparia basistrigalis and, S. ancipitella. These are all rare species with few county records 
so are unlikely to be acceptable without dissection. This is a difficult group of species.
Acleris sp. About half of our contributors identify Acleris laterana and comariana to species level. 
We can’t do it without dissection. Please record as Acleris laterana/comariana. The same situation 
occurs with Acleris ferrugana/notana. Records of the rarer Acleris species such as A. schalleriana are 
usually not acceptable without further evidence.
Oegoconia sp. These always need dissection. Just because two from your garden have been 
dissected and found to be O. quadripuncta, doesn’t mean that the ten you have caught this year are 
all the same.
Caloptilia sp. It isn’t possible to separate C. alchimiella and C. robustella by forewing markings, and 
separating C. elongella and C. betulicola is fraught with problems, so these should be logged as the 
aggregate species.
Cnephasia sp. Please do not try to identify these to species level unless you are very experienced. 
When you dissect them, you find you are frequently wrong. C. longana is an exception and can 
usually be identified by sight.
Opostega salaciella and Elachista argentella are often confused as they are both small and white. 
The former has large eye caps at the base of the antennae so look for these.
Beware of micro caddis. They look just like hairy little micro moths and we get sent a lot of pictures 
of these.

 Coleophora paripennella 14th Oct 20 Bishop Wood, VC 64, 
larval case on creeping thistle. Andy D Nunn



       36       Yorkshire Butterflies and Moths  2020  BCY / YNU

Making the best use of your County or Vice-County Recorder
2020 was our busiest year ever. At the peak of the season, we were almost overwhelmed with 
queries. Twenty emails a day with photographs of mystery moths and parcels of moths through 
the door means that it sometimes seems that we have little time of our own. Over 500 people sent 
in moth records this year. Imagine if each one sent us half a dozen photographs and two or three 
moths to dissect per year. So, the message is – don’t kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. Don’t 
forget that we do this in our “spare” time for no financial reward. Keep requests to a minimum. 
This will ensure two things – that you get a sensible answer to your queries and we preserve our 
dwindling sanity.
If you are asking for help, there is a basic equation that information into the system is proportional 
to information out. In other words, if you send us lots of details then we are more likely to give you 
an accurate identification whereas a blurry photo of a speck of a moth is going to result in little 
more than a vague guess. So, to help you do this, here are the rules:

Photographs
•	 You would simply not believe the different standards of photo that we receive. A lot of 

you take really good photos of lovely sharp moths with shots from the side and from 
above, with every scale glistening. We really do get some wonderful photos and we can 
see the thought that has gone in to producing them. Please keep on doing this. Some of 
you however don’t. With some photographs this year we had difficulty actually finding the 
moth. Some photos are so tiny that when we blow them up to a sensible size we can’t see 
any detail at all. Think about colour balance - photographing the moth on photographer’s 
grey card is a good idea at times. You don’t always need the artistic shot. Photograph it 
in good light – natural light is best. Think about using a tripod. Don’t over-sharpen your 
photos – a common mistake. You don’t need an expensive SLR with a posh macro lens and 
nowadays a lot of smaller cameras have a “microscope mode” and even photo stacking as 
an option. Photograph your moth square with the camera and not at an “arty” angle. We 
get a lot of photos of moths head on or upside down (yes, really!) and are expected to give 
a sensible opinion. We can’t.

•	 Do have a stab at identification yourself. The worst that can happen is that you are wrong. 
Please don’t say “I think I know what this is” and then don’t tell us, or else we’ll reply with 
“yes I know what it is too!” and nobody will be any the wiser.

•	 It’s a really good idea to tell us details such as how big it was. Measuring the forewing length is 
a great help. We also need to know when and where you caught it, and whether it was a day-
flyer or at light. All these things help to narrow down the possibilities.

•	 Please, please keep the specimen until you have heard back from us, especially if you think 
it might be a rarity. Every year we are unable to verify rare moths because we can’t refer 
to the specimen. Not everything can be identified from a photo. Most moths will be quite 
happy in a container in the fridge for several days.

•	 Do consider other sources of information. A lot of your colleagues are only too pleased to 
give you help on social media such as Facebook and Twitter. The Yorkshire Moths Facebook 
group is a particularly good source of help. Do be aware however that not everything you 
get identified on-line is accurate. Many people, especially those from different counties, are 
not always aware of what is common or scarce in Yorkshire, so please do not be upset if we 
disagree with some “expert’s” identification. Do be aware that there are many thousands 
of incorrectly labelled moth photographs on the internet. If you want a good source of 
accurate photos, the German site at http://www.lepiforum.de/ is probably the most 
accurate, but do be aware that it illustrates continental forms of some species and these 
occasionally differ from British moths.

•	 Please do not send us moths from out of the county to identify. It’s hard enough to 
identify all the Yorkshire ones, and our knowledge of the moth fauna of Corfu might not be 
completely up-to-date.
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Specimens
•	 There are three really important rules here. Rule one is to pay the correct postage charge. 2020 

was one of the worst years ever for this. Trekking down to the post office to pay the excess post-
age is not our favourite occupation. We have got so cheesed off about this that from now one 
we will not pay the excess charge. The specimens will be returned to you by the post office in 
the fullness of time. We are sorry about this but believe that it is the only way to educate repeat 
offenders. Don’t forget that a letter more than 5mm thick is a large letter, and any sort of tube is 
likely to make the envelope more than 25mm thick which makes it a packet. So, if you package 
your moths correctly, you are almost never going to get away with just a first-class stamp.

•	 Rule two is to please think before you put the specimens in the post. Think how long it is going 
to take us to dissect each moth. On average it takes about 15 minutes. Some we can sort in five 
minutes but some have us poring over the books, asking other people and wasting half a day. If 
you put 40 Coleophora specimens in a pot and stick it in the post, imagine what is going to hap-
pen at our end and think how you would feel if it happened to you.

•	 Rule three is to try to get the moth to us in pristine condition. This means with all scales at-
tached, with the palps and antennae in place, and with legs and abdomen intact. This means 
that any specimens that you find in the back of your fridge from a month ago are going to give 
us problems. If it is moving around in its pot every time you open the fridge door then scales are 
being rubbed off, so you need to kill it quickly. A spell in the freezer will do the trick, but be aware 
that species which don’t mind the cold, such as those over-wintering as adults, will take longer to 
kill. Put each moth in an individual container, packed with (for example) cotton wool so it doesn’t 
get bashed about in the post. Do ensure that the envelope is robust. There were two instances 
in 2020 where the post office sorting machinery ripped the envelope causing the tube to fall out 
and in one instance the enclosed letter. It did save us some work but rather defeated the point 
of the exercise. Don’t iron it flat in order to save postage costs. Make it easy for us to extract the 
moth from the packaging – sometimes the hardest bit is to get rid of all the sellotape and open 
the container, and we often damage the moth when doing so. The reason for this is that dissect-
ing moths isn’t just a matter of chopping off the abdomen and putting it under the microscope. 
Before we even think of doing that, we need to narrow the field of contenders down to a man-
ageable level so that means looking at all aspects of the moth such as the palps, the scales on 
the head, the spines on the legs etc.

•	 There are other rules of a less important nature. One is to make sure that the moth is not alive. 
Every year on at least one occasion, when we take the top off the pot, the moth flies out. It star-
tles us a little.

•	 You have an advantage over us in that you have seen the moth alive. Dead moths don’t look the 
same as live moths and we can’t always get the “jizz” of the beast. So, as we have suggested with 
photos, have a stab at identifying it yourself. Try to narrow the field down a bit. If you say to us 
“this looks like Caloptilia robustella or alchimiella and I understand they can’t be told apart with-
out dissection” then you’ve already got far more brownie points than the chap who say “micro 
moth, please dissect”.

•	 We have piles of old tubes in our studies. We don’t know if you want them back. If you do, 
please tell us and enclose an SAE.

•	 The really good news is that a lot more of you are taking the plunge and starting to dissect moths 
yourselves. Even some newcomers to moths are already having a go. It isn’t rocket science and 
with the dissection group web site at https://mothdissection.co.uk/ as an invaluable aid, you 
don’t need to buy a lot of expensive books, though there are one or two that are extremely use-
ful. Anglian Lepidopterist Supplies web site has a nice guide telling you how to start, and will sell 
you all the equipment you need. You can find this at https://www.angleps.com/Dissection%20
Guide.pdf. We’re happy to give an opinion on photos of genitalia, and it isn’t too difficult to take 
reasonable photographs down the microscope. Do however try to take the photo with decent 
lighting, arrange the genitalia in a sensible alignment, spread the valvae out nice and flat, press it 
down gently with a cover slip, and let us see all the information including the aedeagus.

•	 And lastly, do be aware that not all moths can be identified, even by dissection. There is a signifi-
cant proportion that we will not be able to put a name to.
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Advice to MapMate Users
We really don’t mind how you store your records as everyone has their own ideas, but we do 
believe that MapMate has some advantages over other systems, and as the county database is 
stored on MapMate, there are certain advantages for us if you use this method. One problem we 
have is that many recorders send us records based on the old Bradley and Fletcher checklist names. 
It is not widely appreciated that a large number of species changed their scientific names in the 
new list and there have been further changes in several updates since then. MapMate incorporates 
these changes very early so if you download updates you can be assured you are using the correct 
names and saving us time, as otherwise we have to change them all.

The biggest problem that people tend to have with MapMate is the sync process. Recorders often 
assume that we have received records when they haven’t actually been sent. If we have received 
records, we will say so, so if you don’t hear anything, we haven’t got them. If you’re having trouble 
synching records, then don’t! Either send the MapMate file via an email or better still send us 
records on Excel in MapMate export format so that we can reimport them back to MapMate. This 
is really simple - Open the data entry box, “2021” in the date field, “Enter”, “Query/Records in 
Export Format”, “Select all” (the red tick at the top), “Copy Selection” (the icon to the left of the 
red tick), open Excel and paste in. Don’t try to fiddle with the columns and don’t worry that there 
are no vernacular names etc. All will be well and it’s foolproof. The only times that you really have 
to sync is if you hold all or part of the MapMate database. This small number of people receives 
sync files from us in return so, sending records via Excel can result in duplication when you get the 
records returned .If you want to send the sync file by email, it will be in Documents/My MapMate/
Data/Cache/Upload and will be called “xxxtoyyy.sqz” where “xxx” is your cuk and “yyy” is your sync 
partner’s cuk.  Do be aware that a common cause of not being able to upload or download a sync 
file is the firewall included in your antivirus software. You may have to temporarily switch this off.

A few other tips and general words of advice:
•	 It is really important to download all patches, even if you think that they aren’t import-

ant. There are so many revisions to the list that it’s difficult to keep track of them all, but 
MapMate is pretty quick at updating species to the newer names. Even with people using 
the A,B&H names, many are not aware of recent changes such as Mother of Pearl being 
Patania ruralis and Aphelia paleana changing to Zelotherses paleana. There have been 
further revisions in 2021 including big changes to the genus Cochylis.

•	 If you don’t pay your subscriptions you won’t be able to download patches. Don’t forget 
we have a Yorkshire MapMate group which enables us to make substantial savings on 
annual subscriptions. Please contact Penny Relf (details at the back of this publication) for 
more details.

•	 If you don’t back up your database, you are in danger of losing your records. Keep one 
or preferably two copies in a safe place. We are regularly asked to “send back” some-
one’s records as their computer has crashed and they have no records. This is extremely 
difficult via MapMate and takes a lot of time and effort. You can either copy the whole 
MapMate folder to your backup device or as a quick fix, just back up the records.mdb file 
which is located in MyMapMate/Data/Records

•	 We really like it if we receive records with plenty of comments in the comments field. It is 
really useful for us to know that you realise that the record is unusual/late/early or that 
you’ve dissected it. If the moth is reared, or is of a leaf mine then please record the food-
plant. It makes us less likely to query the record.

•	 The reference field is not for where you’ve looked it up (eg in Waring or Manley) but is 
designed to provide traceability back to the source of the record you are entering. It’s like 
a literary reference with author, year and title for example “Joe Smith, records, 2021”.

•	 Do use the validation functions on MapMate (from Data Entry – records/properties/
validation). These prevent a lot of errors like entering Figure of Eight when you meant to 
type Figure of Eighty.

•	 When sending moth records please use the filter “Lepidoptera: Moths” as we don’t really 
want all your butterfly records. Also, please set the site filter to VC61-5 as we don’t really 
want the records from your holiday in Devon.

•	 Please make sure you use the correct stage. If you find a dead moth, the stage should be 
“dead”. If you find a larva in August and breed out the adult in the following March, log 
the stage as “larval” and the date as August rather than when the adult moth appears. The 
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NMRS are very hot on this as otherwise it interferes with their flight time phenograms, 
showing moths which are apparently flying in March instead of June when they should be 
on the wing.

•	 Please do not just put “garden” for site as we have to get the map out every time. “Hudder-
sfield (garden)” makes it a lot easier for us when writing the report. “Huddersfield – 5 Hill 
Top Road” is even better. This also makes searching for records in (for example) Hudders-
field a lot more simple.

•	 It can be surprisingly easy to enter duplicate records. Everyone should check by running 
“Analysis/Database info/Show duplicated Records entered here”.

•	 We receive a lot of records with strange subspecies, for example only forms seen in the 
Outer Hebrides. Only use subspecies if you are quite sure you are correct.

•	 Do make sure that your gridrefs are correct. It is only too easy to put SD instead of SE or 
to transpose northings and eastings. Also, please ensure that the site is in the correct VC. 
MapMate will do this automatically for you if you create the site by putting (for example) 
Rotherham@SE123456. This year we have again had quite a few records which mapped 
in the North Sea and in neighbouring counties. Please use four figures for country walks 
(SE1234) and six figures for your garden trap (SE123456) and other sites where you need to 
be accurate. Please don’t use ten-figure grid refs. as we don’t need the record to the near-
est metre. You’re dealing with moths which are mobile things which fly around. You might 
sensibly record an orchid to the nearest metre but the bird recorders would have a good 
laugh if you recorded a Common Buzzard with the same accuracy!

Advice to users of on-line recording schemes including iRecord 
for moth records.

There seems to have been an explosion of  on-line recording schemes in the last few years. There 
are now so many ways to upload your records that many people become confused. The answer 
is simple DON’T. Send them to your VC recorder instead. In the old days, it used to be possible 
to police these schemes and download records to our database. We are now unable to do this 
as there are simply not enough hours in the day. Records sent to us directly will be added to the 
database and forwarded to national schemes. We can no longer guarantee that records uploaded 
to on-line platforms such as iRecord, iNaturalist, NMRS on-line, Twitter and Facebook will end up 
on the database. Feel free to use these media for your own enjoyment but please do be aware that 
there is a risk that these records will not automatically join the bulk of  records sent to the National 
Moth Recording Scheme and so will not contribute to the “bigger picture” of  what is happening 
with moths in the country. We will continue to try to “cherry pick” some of the most important 
records when we have the time but it is inevitable that we will miss many. 
The commonest method of online submission is via iRecord. Heavy promotion of  iRecord by BC in 
their E-moth magazine at the end of  2020 caused consternation amongst county moth recorders. 
Feeling in some areas has been so strong that there have been resignations. One county recorder 
commented that the two main causes of  poor mental health in 2020 were Covid-19 and iRecord. 
The main problem with iRecord and moths, is that in a big county like Yorkshire, the volume of  
moth records makes it impossible to examine each record individually, verify it, check for duplicates 
and add it to the database. This means that some form of bulk download is necessary, and the 
way the system is set up makes it impossible to do this quickly and accurately due to a lack of  
standardisation and of  records being entered incorrectly. BC are aware of  our concerns and are 
trying to improve the situation. This may however take a long time. In the meantime, iRecord 
remains useful for orders of  animalia with low numbers of  records, and many county recorders 
for orders of  animalia other than moths are still happy for you to use it. For moths however it is 
unfortunately not the answer.
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Submission of Moth Records
Firstly, a big thank you for sending in your records. We seem to have done less nagging for records 
this year and the vast majority of you sent in your records before the end of the year or very soon 
afterwards. It was really nice in 2020 to see so many people “taking the plunge” and buying a moth 
trap for the first time. Moth trapping was an ideal distraction during those days of lockdown. There 
must be lots of people in the county running light traps who do not submit their records. It would be 
lovely to hear from you in 2021, so do send us some records. This is especially true for those of you 
who live in under-recorded parts of the county, particularly some of the areas in the west, and anybody 
who traps in VC65. Records from VC65 are quite a scarcity compared to the other vice-counties and 
comprised a mere 6.5% of all records in 2020. All of these records fill holes in distribution maps and 
it is a nice feeling when you open a moth atlas and find a dot corresponding to your garden. We alter 
these guidelines a little from year to year so even if you think you know them, it is still worth reading this 
section.

1. Format. We can cope with most electronic formats and would rather have records in an odd 
format than no records at all, however some are a lot easier than others. If  you use MapMate to store 
your records, please read the section in this report titled “advice to MapMate users”. We love getting 
your records directly from MapMate but it’s often easier to send them via Excel using the Query/
Records in Export Format/ method that we document on that page. If  you are using Excel, many 
people send us the sort of  form that is used with the Garden Moths Scheme or similar, with a column 
for each date and a row for each separate species. We have to convert this with clever things like 
reverse pivot tables which give us a headache, and errors can creep in. It is generally better to send a 
list with each record on a separate line and the column headings something along the lines of  Taxon/
Site/Gridref/VC/Recorder/Determiner/Date/Quantity/Method/Stage/Comment. We have a 
recording template which any of  the VC recorders will be happy to send you, with helpful notes on 
how to fill it out. If  you use this, it means that it will bring a big smile to our faces and we can import it 
directly into MapMate with very little fuss. There is a column for the vernacular (English) name and for 
the scientific name. It is not vital to fill out both, but the one you do fill out needs to be accurate. If  just 
using the vernacular names, please use dashes in the correct place e.g., Square-spot and Hawk-moth or 
else we have to laboriously change them all so we can then accurately block change them to scientific 
names. If  you are just using scientific names, please use the new ones in the A,B&H list including the 
recent revisions. Some people send us records such as “Poplar Hawk-moth, six records of  12 moths 
from 28th May to 19th July”. It is difficult to know how to deal with these so it is much better to put one 
record on each line.

2. Timing. Some people still send us records monthly. All records we get are verified by putting them 
through various bits of  software, and this takes almost as long for a small file as for a large one. This 
means that verifying 12 separate submissions takes 12 times longer than verifying one larger one. This 
means that we amalgamate them and import them at the end of  the year when we have more time. So 
once or possibly twice a year is far better. A good idea might be to submit the bulk of  your records in 
November and then the remainder as soon as you feel you have stopped trapping for the year.

3. Accuracy. Your records don’t just stay in our database but are sent on to various national schemes 
in particular the National Moth Recording Scheme who forward records to other schemes such as 
the National Gelechiid Recording Scheme (website at http://www.gelechiid.co.uk/), and the National 
Leaf-miner Moths Recording Scheme (website at http://www.leafmines.co.uk/). Records of  migrant 
moths are sent to Sean Clancy who coordinates national migrant records and all microlepidoptera 
vice-county records are forwarded to Tony Davis who publishes these in Entomologist’s Record. 
Coordinators of  these schemes are usually quick to get back to us if  they do not believe some of  the 
records, so we have to be able to justify anything that looks unusual. This is why we will often query 
your records. It does not mean that we don’t believe you, but we might just need some clarification, 
perhaps need to see a photo, or to make sure that a typo hasn’t crept in. It is possible to submit a 
large dataset with no errors but it’s quite a rarity and most of  you are human after all! For regular 
contributors we tend to have a pretty good idea how confident you are identifying tricky moths 
and which ones you have seen before, but there have been a lot of  new faces recently and we will 
take some time to get to know you all. We may well query records of  species turning up in unusual 
places or those flying outside their normal flight times. It is worth repeating the golden rule. Keep the 
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specimen if  you think you have a rarity! If  you don’t know whether a moth is a rarity and whether you 
should be catching it in your area, it is easy for macros as you will all now have your copy of  the Atlas 
of  Britain and Ireland’s Larger Moths so you can look at the distribution maps. For both macros and 
micros, you can look at the Yorkshire Moths web site at http://www.yorkshiremoths.info where for 
each species under “Local Record” a grading system will tell you the detail required and you will also 
find the distribution maps useful. We are still having trouble updating the web site which is now a few 
years out of  date but it is still a very useful resource. Don’t forget that there is no disgrace in not being 
to identify a moth. We have all made howlers on many occasions. We are also occasionally guilty of  
“accidentally” allowing some species to fly away when we try to pot them!

4. Aggregate species. Many species cannot be identified without dissection and we lump them 
together, or “aggregate” them, so for example Common Rustic and Lesser Common Rustic should be 
submitted as “Common Rustic agg.” unless you have dissected them. There are many such species so 
we have written a separate section on “aggs” this year.

5. If  you haven’t sent us your records directly, please don’t assume that we have seen them on social 
media. Even if  we are lucky enough to find them on Twitter, they rarely have the details that we need 
such as grid ref. or date. This is also the case with records uploaded to the many on-line schemes such 
as iRecord which seem to have proliferated in recent years. Many of  these are effectively “black holes” 
for your records. Please do not assume that they will find their way to us. Some of  them occasionally 
do but that is more by good luck in most cases. So, if  you would like your records to contribute to the 
greater good and form part of  the national dataset, we really do need them sent directly to us.

6. Send records to your particular VC recorder – contact details are at the back of  this 
publication. Try to avoid sending records to more than one. This happens regularly and can lead to 
duplication of  records.

7. If  you send records to your local Natural History Society, please don’t assume that they will be 
passed on to us. In most cases they are not.

8. Which records to submit? In short, all of  them. Some people just send us highlights or summaries. 
Those are still useful but in order to get data on population trends it is better to have them all, even 
the Large Yellow Underwing counts! 

9. If  you think you have sent us records and we don’t reply, we either haven’t got them or else we’re 
out of  the country ignoring Covid regulations and getting into trouble.

Ectoedemia argyropeza leaf mines, Caldene Fields, Low Moor, Bradford. Martyn Priestley.
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The Yorkshire Moth database – what happened in 2020?
This is the page for those who like facts and figures. The number of  records in 2020 was far more than 
expected. Enforced lockdown measures because of  the Covid-19 crisis led to many people starting to 
trap moths for the first time, and we have been delighted with the number of  new contributors this 
year, many of  who are already sending in high quality records. The final total received was 214,459 
records. This is 41,000 more than we received in 2019 and 26,000 more than the record year of  
2018. There were 6,500 records added from previous years so our ever-growing database now 
contains over three million records, or to be precise, 3,096,919 records of  over 11.5 million moths. 
Other counties are looking at us in envy. Or perhaps pity if  seen through the eyes of  someone who 
has to verify county databases. MapMate is still coping and is likely to do so for a few more years but 
this is not a long-term solution. Butterfly Conservation is aware of  this and is looking for an answer. 
We apologise for not trawling on-line schemes and social media for even more records, but we have 
neither time nor energy to do this any more. We have however tried to “cherry pick” important 
records from these sources. If  you would like your records to contribute to the greater good, we really 
do need them sending directly to the VC recorders.

Verifying records is a time-consuming business but this is an important task. We need to ensure 
that records sent to national schemes are of  a high quality and contain as few errors as is humanely 
possible. The NMRS are fond of  telling us about our moths which are flying at the wrong time, in the 
wrong area, and in an incorrectly labelled vice-county. When they construct a national map, a Large 
Yellow Underwing ten miles off the coast is rather obvious. Records flow from the NMRS to other 
schemes such as British Leafminers at www.leafmines.co.uk and the National Gelechiid Scheme at 
www.gelechiid.co.uk so you can see how your records “fit in” with the national picture when you look 
at their maps. Our own Yorkshire Moths web site at www.yorkshiremoths.info has distribution maps 
and lots of  information for each species but unfortunately is still frozen in time at 2015. There may be a 
chink of  light at the end of  a long tunnel here if  some technical difficulties can be ironed out.

The maps displayed here as usual show the total number of  macro and micro moth species recorded 
in each of  Yorkshire’s 200 x 10K squares. It is interesting to compare these with the maps on pages 26 
and 27 of  last year’s report. One advantage of  many people trapping for the first time is that several live 
in under-recorded areas. This means that we have had a huge number of  new 10K square records this 
year. 3,099 in total compared with 2,355 in 2019. These were split almost exactly two thirds micros and 
one third macros, so a much higher proportion of  micros than the year before, and this can be seen on 
the maps which show big increases in many squares for micros. When we eventually see a micro moth 
Atlas, there will be far more dots for Yorkshire. Scarce Footman again scoops the prize for the macro 
with the greatest number of  new squares – 12. It was closely followed by Vine’s Rustic and Copper 
Underwing with nine, and Varied Coronet and Beautiful Hook-tip with eight – all species whose spread 
across the county in recent years has been well documented. New micro squares are mostly due to 
increased awareness and “square bashing” for leaf  mining species rather than geographical spread. The 
winners here tend to be leaf  miners – Parornix devoniella and Phyllonorycter tristrigella have been seen in 
12 new squares each. The leading “non-leaf  miner” is Amblyptilia acanthadactyla with eight squares. If  
we add together macros and micros, and just count the 2020 additions, this year’s winning squares are a 
completely different set from 2019:
1. NZ40: 135 new species. This is the Hutton Rudby square, west of  Stokesley and south of  Yarm. 
Previously quite under-recorded, a new moth trapper at Swainby has added an impressive 125 species 
to the list. Ten further records were added as leaf  mines.
2. SE98: 119 new species. West of  Scarborough – the Wykeham area. 80 of  these were added during a 
very productive day in October looking at leaf  mines when a record 91 species were recorded in total. 
Other records were of  adults at light in various locations including Wykeham Causeway.
3. TA05: 102 new species. The square with Driffield in the north-west corner. Various contributors 
found many new species at North Frodingham, Nafferton and Skerne Wetlands.
4. SE24: 72 new species. Otley is on the western edge of  this square which extends to the north of  
Leeds. The biggest contributor here was a new moth trapper in Otley but there were other good re-
cords from another part of  Otley and from Alwoodley.
5. SE92: 72 new species. The area west of  Hull, around Brough. Some nice new records from Elloughton 
and Welton and a handful from North Ferriby. Again, a new moth trapper helped swell the numbers.
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Looking at the maps, although coverage is still very patchy across the county, there has been considerable 
improvement in some under-recorded areas. There are still some large holes where the micro coverage 
is extremely poor. Those with very sharp eyes might notice that some numbers have reduced slightly. 
This can be due to reappraisal of  old records or recognition that the site is the wrong side of  the VC 
divide. VC boundaries are tricky in many places in Yorkshire but we are delighted this year to announce 
that Yorkshire has “annexed” an area north of  the Tees between Middlesbrough and Stockton-on-Tees 
including Portrack Marsh, as we have discovered the boundary should follow the old line of  the Tees 
rather than the current course, making this area a part of  VC62. Several poorly-recorded squares are 
shared with neighbouring counties so we do not worry so much about them but others are totally within 
Yorkshire. Last year we listed six of  these squares which had fewer than 100 species of  macro recorded. 
We are delighted that two are looking much better. Many old records were found for SD75 (Stocks Res-
ervoir area) and SE73 (east of  Selby) and we can at last boast that we now have a Large Yellow Under-
wing for the latter square! This leaves four squares needing attention, though we have added a fifth which 
also needs more moth trapping:
NY90: 47 species. This is not an easy square, but Arkengathdale above Langthwaite is a lovely area. Who 
knows what might lurk there? A holiday cottage in the Dale is surely a good idea for 2021.
SE87: 58 species. Horton-in-Ribblesdale and over to Halton Gill in upper Littondale. We have some 
previous records from a holiday cottage in Halton Gill so why not do the same as it’s unlikely you will be 
heading off to your Tuscan villa in 2021. There are bound to be some good moths to be discovered here.
NZ00: 77 species. This is the area to the east of  the first square so it’s lower Arkengathdale across to 
Stang Forest which looks a prime under-recorded area.
TA22: 95 species. The “Holderness Hole” where until recently there were hardly any records. We do 
need more here. A lot of  the area west and north of  Spurn is extremely under-recorded and we might 
find that several Spurn “specialities” occur further inland than we realise. We need some of the regular 
Spurn crew to trap more widely.
SE85: 101 species. This area has not seen a moth trap since 2014. It’s the Wolds, north of  Pocklington, 
and has some nice sites like Millington Wood where all sorts of  goodies might be lurking.

Another way of  looking at the extent of  our coverage is to see how many species have been logged in 
more than 100 squares. This shoots up every year and has risen from 348 in 2019 to 366 this year. There 
are 200 x 10K squares in the county but some of these squares are more than 95% sea or 95% shared 
with neighbouring counties, so realistically we are never going to get a species recorded in all 200, but 
we’re having a good shot at it. The leader is still Silver Y which has been found in a further two squares 
taking it to 188. The remaining 12 squares are all tiny peripheral areas. Next in line are Silver-ground 
Carpet (183) and Large Yellow Underwing (182) closely followed by Brimstone Moth and Dark Arches 
(180). The leading micros are now Anthophila fabriciana (176), Parornix anglicella (173) and Stigmella 
aurella (173).

We’re sure that by now you all have your own copy of  the Atlas of  Britain and Ireland’s Larger Moths 
and it really does make fascinating reading. It’s nice to see a dot on the map where you have recorded 
something unusual and it makes your findings so much more relevant when you see how they are used 
to contribute to the national picture. There are sure to be further atlases in years to come and perhaps 
even a micro atlas, so all this “square bashing” is a really worthwhile occupation and it is better done 
now rather than at the last minute when the NMRS suddenly say that one of  our squares looks poorly 
recorded. Please have a go at some of these blank areas. You never know what you might find and it is 
still possible, especially amongst the microlepidoptera, that there are resident species in the county that 
we are unaware of. If  you want to target your own 10K square a bit better, you might wonder which 
species have been found there already. If  so, drop your VC recorder an email and he can send you a list 
of  species already on the database for your area. 
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The Systematic List
The systematic list follows the usual format with species order in line with the Checklist of the 
Lepidoptera of the British Isles by David Agassiz, Stella Beavan and Robert Heckford including the 
recent revisions. Most people are now familiar with the numbers and scientific names of the new 
checklist so we have not included the old Bradley numbers in this and will not in future lists.

It is always tricky to know which species to include. We have limited space and it is not possible 
to include all of the 1279 species recorded in the county in 2020. As usual we have chosen to in-
clude those which we think will be of most interest to the reader. Amongst the microlepidoptera, 
species are selected for their rarity, spread into an area or vice-county or those showing major 
changes in distribution or abundance. There have again been a large number of species new for 
a vice-county this year and these must all be properly documented. Amongst the macrolepidop-
tera we have listed a much larger selection as these are usually of greater interest to the majority 
of our readers. These include all species with fewer than thirty records in the year, all new 
vice-county records, most species of migrant moth and others of interest, for example those with 
a limited distribution but which are locally common such as some of our coastal species. If you do 
not find a macro species in the list, you can assume that it is either common and widespread or it 
has not been recorded in the county in 2020. If readers are not sure whether a particular species 
is “common and widespread” or unrecorded, a glance at the Yorkshire Moths web site at www.
yorkshiremoths.info or a look at the Atlas of Britain and Ireland’s Larger Moths will in most cases 
provide the answer.

Because of GDPR regulations, Butterfly Conservation advise us that initials of recorders should 
only be added to records with the recorders’ agreement, and this should be on an “opt-in” basis. 
We have therefore tried to contact all recorders whose initials we would like to include, but this 
has not always been possible, particularly with some records obtained via iRecord and on social 
media. If we have no contact details, have received no reply or if the recorder has indicated they 
do not wish to be attributed, the initials have been replaced by “UR” (Unattributed Record). 
Permission given will be assumed to be valid for future years. We apologise if this causes any 
disappointment. Initials of recorders can be cross-referenced to the list of contributors at the 
end of the report. Whilst we can only document the less common species here, all records are 
extremely valuable and records of the commoner species provide important data on abundance, 
flight times and distribution, so we really are grateful for all records which are submitted. One or 
two records from previous years are included because of either late submission or identification 
in retrospect. Records are of adult moths unless otherwise stated. 

Eriocrania salopiella, North Cliffe Wood, 
29 May 2020, Andy Nunn, first for VC61.

Stigmella viscerella, mine on elm, Wigginton 
14 November 2020, Charles Fletcher, first for VC62.
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ERIOCRANIOIDEA
ERIOCRANIIDAE

2.005 Eriocrania salopiella (Stainton)
Thinly recorded, there are previous records in vice-counties 62 to 64.
61. North Cliffe Wood, mines on birch 29.5 & 2.6.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.

HEPIALOIDEA
HEPIALIDAE

3.004 Gold Swift Phymatopus hecta (Linnaeus) 
There were no records from the south-east of the county, probably due to a relative lack of its main 
food plant, bracken. Many of these records as usual were of adults flying at dusk. Probably the most 
attractive of the “Swifts” and occasionally confused with Common Swift. The VC63 records were the first 
since 2016.
61. Heslington, York, 26.5.2020 (AED). 
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 28.5.2020 (TAB); Carlton Park Farm, 25.6.2020 (DIS); Newtondale, 26.6 
& 17.7.2020 (GF); Great Smeaton, 3.7.2020 (JE); Wykeham Causeway, 1.8.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Keighley Moor, 16 & 17.7, 7.8.2020 (IHa). 
64. Coniston Cold, 27.5.2020 (ARh); Kingsdale Head, 24.6 & 23.7.2020 (JPa); Smelthouses, 24.6.2020 
(CHF); Skyreholme, 22.7.2020 (PMi). 
65. Richmond, 24.6.2020 (AMu).

NEPTICULOIDEA
NEPTICULIDAE

4.006 Stigmella sakhalinella Puplesis
Quite widespread and has now been found in all five vice-counties.
65. Hutton Conyers, mine on birch 29.10.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
4.014 S. catharticella (Stainton)
Occurs thinly across the county and is now found in all five vice-counties. Most frequent in VC63 while 
the records in VC62 date from the 19th century.
64. Staveley NR, mines on buckthorn 18.10.2020; Fairburn Ings NR, mines on buckthorn 28.10.2020 
(CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
65. Langthorne New Covert, mines on buckthorn 18.9.2020 (CHF).
4.019 S. viscerella (Stainton)
Most previous records are from VC63 with one in VC64 and only a single 19th century occurrence in 
VC65.
61. North Cave wetlands, mine on elm 15.10.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
62. Wiggington, mine on elm 14.11.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
4.058 S. basiguttella (Heinemann)
Quite widespread in vice-counties 61 & 63; otherwise with a single record in VC65.
64. Bishop Wood, mines on oak 14.10.2020 (ADN); Fairburn Ings NR, mines on oak 28.10.2020 (CHF).  
NEW VC RECORD.
4.065 Trifurcula cryptella (Stainton)
The few recent records are all in vice-counties 61 & 63 with a single 19th century occurrence in VC62.
63. Blaxton, mines on Lotus 6.7.2020 (UR).
4.072 Bohemannia quadrimaculella (Boheman)
Very scarce with two or three records each in vice-counties 62 to 64. This is the second VC64 record.
64. Askham Bog, 10.8.2020, conf. (gen. det.) CHF (AF).
4.091 Ectoedemia heringi (Toll)
Has now been found in all five vice-counties. Most frequent in VC63 with previous single records in vice-
counties 64 & 65.
61. Eastrington Ponds, mine on oak 3.11.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
64. Harrogate, mines on oak 12.11.2020 (CHF).
4.096 Ectoedemia arcuatella (Herrich-Schäffer)
The few previous modern records are restricted to vice-counties 62 & 63 but with one from the 19th 
century in VC65.
61. Low Hunsley plantation, mines on wild strawberry 7.11.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
62. Wykeham, mines on strawberry 7.10.2020 (CHF, ADN, IM).

Section 1 Micro Moths (mainly the smaller and primitive moths)
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ADELOIDEA
HELIOZELIDAE

6.001 Antispila metallella ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Seemingly scarce; there are only a handful of previous records in vice-counties 62 to 64.
61. North Cave wetlands, mines on dogwood 11.7.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Armthorpe, mines on dogwood 20.7.2020 (UR).
6.003 Heliozela sericiella (Haworth)
A widespread and often common moth; its occurrence in VC65 was overdue.
65. Hutton Conyers, mines on oak 24.10.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.

ADELIDAE
7.003 Nemophora cupriacella (Hübner)
Very local, now recorded in vice-counties 61 to 64 but mainly in VC63. The VC62 record is the first there 
for over a hundred years.
62. St. Nicholas’s Field NR, York, 24.6, 1–15.7.2020 (JT).
64. Ledsham Banks NR, 26 & 30.7.2020 (LJ). NEW VC RECORD.

PRODOXIDAE
9.004 Lampronia morosa (Zeller)
An inconspicuous and presumably overlooked moth. There are fewer than ten county records in vice-
counties 61 to 64.
63. Rossington, 18.5.2020 (RI&JCH).

TINEOIDAE
TINEIDAE

12.006 Infurcitinea argentimaculella (Stainton)
There are fewer than ten records in vice-counties 61 to 63; this is the second from VC63.
63. New Ings, Armthorpe, larval tube among lichen on birch 16.3.2020 (UR).
12.010 Morophaga choragella ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
First found in Yorkshire in 1999 then not again until 2013. Since then small numbers have occurred 
annually in vice-counties 61 to 64.
61. Wheldrake RIS trap, 26.6.2020 (JOHS); Lund, 26.7.2020 (MCo).
62. York, 1.8.2020 (AF).
63. Rossington, 19 & 23.6.2020 (RI&JCH).
12.011 Triaxomera fulvimitrella (Sodoffsky)
Although recorded in all five vice-counties none has more than six occurrences and there is only one 
previously in VC65.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 2.6.2020 (ADN).
63. Hopton Woods, Mirfield, 30.5.2020 (LJ).
64. Smelthouses, 24.6.2020 (CHF).
65. Hutton Conyers, 29.5.2020 (CHF).

Heliozela sericiella, mine on oak, Charles Fletcher.Ectoedemia arcuatella mine,  Andy D Nunn. 
Low Hunsley Plantation  VC61.
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12.012 T. parasitella (Hübner)
First seen in Yorkshire in 2015; there are four previous records, all in VC63.
63. Wintersett C.P., 24.6.2020 det. HEB (PSm).
12.014 Nemaxera betulinella (Paykull)
Occurrences are widespread but infrequent in vice-counties 61 to 64; only VC63 has more than ten 
records.
62. Skipwith Common, 20.7.2020 (ADN); Pilmoor Wood, 25.7.2020 (TAB).
12.017 Nemapogon koenigi Capuşe
Following a record in VC62 in 1951 all ten modern occurrences have been since 2010 from a single 
locality in VC61, two in VC63 and from this same site in VC65.
61. Kilnwick, 7 & 12.8.2020 (MCo)
65. Hutton Conyers, 8.8.2020 gen. det. (CHF).
12.031 Tinea columbariella Wocke
The only previous county records, also in VC61, relate to moths reared from bird’s nest material 
collected at Spurn in the spring of 1998 that emerged in 1998 (1) and 1999 (2).
61. Skidby, 26.6.2020, gen. det (ADN). 
12.044 Haplotinea insectella (Fabricius)
An inconspicuous moth that may well be overlooked; dissection is required to separate it from H. 
ditella. There are two previous records each in vice-counties 61 to 63, those in VC62 date from over a 
hundred years ago. 
 61. Skidby, 22.7.2020 gen. det. (ADN); Lund, 12.8.2020 gen. det. HEB (MCo).
12.048 Psychoides filicivora (Meyrick)
During the past ten years this moth has occurred widely over much of Yorkshire where it is now seen 
annually and has now reached VC65.
65. Hutton Conyers, 19.5 & 7.9.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.

GRACILLARIOIDEA
ROESLERSTAMMIIDAE

13.002 Roeslerstammia erxlebella (Fabricius)
A local moth, the few records cover all five vice-counties but the only one in VC61 was over a hundred 
years ago.
62. Wykeham, mines on lime 7.10.2020 (CHF, ADN, IM).
65. Hutton Conyers, 15.7-22.8.2020 (CHF).

BUCCULATRICIDAE
14.008 Bucculatrix cidarella Zeller
Occurs thinly in vice-counties 62 to 65; this is only the second VC65 record.
65. Hutton Conyers, 23.6.2020 gen. det. (CHF).

GRACILLARIIDAE
15.002 Caloptilia cuculipennella (Hübner)
There are two old 19th century records; the only modern one was from the same locality in 2014.
62. Skelton, 20 & 21.5 & 13.9.2020 (SF).
15.007 C. azaleella (Brants)
Recorded regularly in recent years at the Pledwick site where it is evidently established but otherwise 
with only a single previous occurrence in the Doncaster district.
63. Pledwick, Wakefield, 17.5–4.7 & 2-15.9.2020 (MHe); Northowram, 5.8.2020 (AC).
15.011 C. falconipennella (Hübner)
A moth that has been spreading northwards and has now reached the south of the county.
61. Wheldrake RIS trap, 1.4.2020, gen. det. (JOHS); North Cave wetlands, 15.10.2020 gen. det. 
(ADN).  NEW COUNTY RECORD.
63. Rossington, 8.4.2020, gen. det. RIH (RI&JCH). NEW VC RECORD.
15.012 C. semifascia (Haworth)
We have a very small number of records covering all five vice-counties; all previous ones are of larval 
feeding signs.
61. Little Weighton, mines on Field Maple 27.8.2020 (ADN); Tophill Low NR, larval cones on Norway 
Maple 2.10.2020 (MHo, DF).
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63. West Melton, 14.7 & 10.8.2020, both gen. det.; Denaby Ings NR, cones on Field Maple 12.9.2020 
(HEB); Potteric Carr NR, 14.9.2020 gen. det. HEB (HEB, RI&JCH).
15.019 Acrocercops brongniardella (Fabricius)
Occurs widely but locally in VC63 and with two records in VC62.
61. North Ferriby, mines on holm oak 14.12.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
15.024 Parornix loganella (Stainton)
There are only four previous records covering vice-counties 61 to 63, three of them dating from the 19th 
century. 
64. Smelthouses, 24.6.2020, gen. det. (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
15.051 Phyllonorycter lantanella (Schrank)
First found in 2015 and has occurred sparingly but annually since in vice-counties 61 & 63.
63. Kirk Sandall, mines on Viburnum tinus 13.3.2020; Green Busks, Doncaster, mines on Viburnum 
tinus 16.3.2020 (UR); Potteric Carr NR, mines on wayfaring tree 9.8.2020 (RI&JCH).
15.057 P. dubitella (Herrich-Schäffer)
The very few previous records cover vice-counties 63 to 65. It remains under-recorded but has now 
been found in all five vice-counties.
61. Cottingham, mines on willow 25.10.2019, em. 18.3.2020 (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
62. Sandsend, mine on grey willow 17.9.2019, em. 27.2.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Potteric Carr NR, mine on goat willow 10.2019 em. 26.3.2020 (RI&JCH).
15.076 P. emberizaepenella (Bouché)
Widespread in the south of the county but with few records in vice-counties 62 & 64; it has now been 
found in all five vice-counties. 
62. Hutton Rudby, mines on snowberry 8.11.2020 (CHF).
65. River Ure near Bolton Hall, mines on snowberry 22.11.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
15.090 Phyllocnistis saligna (Zeller)
This moth first occurred in Yorkshire in 2019 with records in vice-counties 61 & 63.
62. St. Nicholas’s Field NR, York, mines on crack willow 5.10.2020. (SBu). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Kirk Sandall, mines on crack willow 13.3.2020 (UR).
64. Fairburn Ings NR, mines on crack willow 28.10.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
                                                              

YPONOMEUTOIDEA
YPONOMEUTIDAE

16.008 Yponomeuta sedella Treitschke
Except that there are two old records in Northumberland this moth occurs in the south of England as far 
north as Lincolnshire so was a likely candidate to be found in Yorkshire.
61. Kilnwick, 5.8.2020 (MCo). NEW COUNTY RECORD.

YPSOLOPHIDAE
17.006 Ypsolopha horridella (Treitschke)
Following the first record in 2011 this moth has occurred fairly regularly in VC61 and more recently with 
up to five records each in vice-counties 63 & 64.
61. Kilnwick, several 5-17.8.2020 (MCo); Allerthorpe Common, 12.8.2020 (AF, TJC, PRe).
64. Little Preston, 4.8.2020 (JMa).

Phyllocnistis saligna, mine on crack willow, St Nicholas’ Fields NR, York. Sam Buckton
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PRAYDIDAE
22.033 Prays ruficeps (Heinemann)
Continues to be found widely since its separation from P. fraxinella with numerous records in vice-
counties 61, 63 & 64 during the year. It has now been found in all five vice-counties.
65. Hutton Conyers, 16 & 21.5.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.

GELECHIOIDEA
AUTOSTICHIDAE

27.003 Oegoconia deauratella (Herrich-Schäffer) 
Widely recorded in VC63 with smaller numbers in VC62 and only a single previous VC61 record.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 25.7.2019, gen. det. (MCo, JM, MI).
64. Askham Bog, 3.7.2020 gen. det. CHF (TJC). NEW VC RECORD.

OECOPHORIDAE
28.008 Metalampra italica Baldizzone
First described in 1977 from Italy it was first recorded in Britain, from Devon, in 2003. Since then it has 
been found quite widely north to Gloucestershire and Radnorshire in Wales and appeared in Lancashire 
in 2019. It is frequent in some southern England localities and the discovery of larvae shows that it has 
established resident populations there. There is a suggestion that the Yorkshire moths were introduced 
as larvae or pupae with hard wood logs.
65. Langthorpe, 14 & 20.8.2020 (TAB). NEW COUNTY RECORD.
28.025 Pleurota bicostella (Clerck)
An inhabitant of heaths and moors, frequent in vice-counties 61 to 64 but the only previous VC65 record 
was in the 19th century.
65. Agra Moor, Colsterdale, 17.6.2020 (CHF).

LYPUSIDAE
30.003 Agnoea josephinae (Toll)
First seen in Yorkshire in 2013 there are four previous records, two (from a single locality) in VC61 and 
two in VC62,
62. Haxby, 5.8.2020 (TJC).

DEPRESSARIIDAE
32.003 Luquetia lobella ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
The first Yorkshire records were in 2013 since when it has occurred regularly in small numbers in the 
south of VC63. These VC61 occurrences are evidence of further spread.
61. Wheldrake RIS trap, four 23.5-22.6.2020 (JOHS); Kilnwick, 25.5.2020 (MCo). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Austerfield, 2, 13 & 14.6.2020 (SB); Rossington, 13.6.2020 (RI&JCH).
32.009 Agonopterix purpurea (Haworth)
There are four previous county records dating from 2017, all in the south of VC63.
63. Austerfield, 7.4.2020 (SB); Blaxton, a larva on Torilis japonica 6.7.2020, moth em. 6.8.2020 (UR).

ETHMIIDAE
33.002 Ethmia quadrillella (Goeze)
Can be locally common in parts of vice-counties 62, 64 and 65 and with a single record in VC63. Those 

Prays ruficeps, Hutton Conyers, Charles Fletcher, Metalampra italica, Langthorpe, Terry Box, 
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below are from new localities.
62. Rake Common, 8.5.2020 (GF); Liverton Mines, 27.5.2020 (UR); Swainby, 8.8.2020 det. CHF & RWo (JH).

GELECHIIDAE
35.022 Dichomeris marginella (Fabricius)
An infrequently recorded moth with fewer than ten records, all in VC63.
63. Kirk Smeaton, 14.7.2020 (DWi).
35.037 Thiotricha subocellea (Stephens)
An important find only recently notified; the only previous Yorkshire record was in VC62 in the 19th century.
63. Fryston, swept from marjoram 18.6.2019 (JF). NEW VC RECORD.
35.042 Bryotropha boreella (Douglas)
A local moorland moth in England, it is reported sparsely in vice-counties 64 & 65 with a single 
record in VC63. The Guisecliffe locality is a new site.
64. Ingleborough NR, 25.6.2020 gen. det TMW (TMW, JP); Guisecliffe, 7.8.2020 gen. det. (CHF).
35.061 Ptocheuusa paupella (Zeller)
First seen in the county in 2011 since when there have been several records, all in the east of VC61.
63. Bramley, 2.6.2020 (JWC). NEW VC RECORD.
35.065 Monochroa cytisella (Curtis)
Frequent in the south of the county but with few records elsewhere. There is one previous occur-
rence in VC62 and two in VC65.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 12.7.2020 (TAB); Gerrick Moor, 7.8.2020 (DM).
65. West Agra, Colsterdale and East Witton, galls on bracken 17.6.2020 (CHF).
35.076 M. suffusella (Douglas)
A scarce moth of boggy habitats with six previous county records in vice-counties 61 to 63.
61. North Ferriby, 26.6.2020 (IM).
63. Hatfield Moors, 16.7.2019 gen. det. (DWi).
35.097 Gelechia rhombella ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
A scarce moth with records in vice-counties 62 to 64 but the most recent was in 2000.
62. Haxby, 24.7.2020 gen. det. RWo (TJC).
35.099 G. senticetella (Staudinger)
The single previous Yorkshire record, also from the Doncaster district, was in 2018.
63. Rossington, 13.7 & 9.8.2020 both gen. det. RIH (RI&JCH).
35.102 G. muscosella Zeller
A scarce moth nationally. It has occurred at three localities in the south of VC63, at two of them on 
several occasions.  
61. North Cliffe Wood, 8.8.2019 gen. det. CHF (IM, ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
35.107 Psoricoptera gibbosella (Zeller)
A scarce moth with seven previous records in vice-counties 63 to 65. The VC62 record below was 
received too late to be included in the 2019 Report.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 23.8.2019 (TAB). NEW VC RECORD.
64. Ellington Banks, 5.8 & 15.9.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh).
35.115 Scrobipalpa nitentella (Fuchs)
A common moth on the Humber estuary in the Spurn area. This is the first VC61 occurrence away 
from there and we have a single VC63 record in 2016.
61. South Landing, Flamborough, 21.7.2020 gen. det. HEB (AAl).
35.120 S. artemisiella (Treitschke)
There are only seven previous records covering vice-counties 61, 62, 64 and 65.
64. Skipton Quarry, 19.6.2020, gen. det. (ARh, PMi).
35.137 Caryocolum tricolorella (Haworth)
There are surprisingly few records, only two of which are modern, but it has now been found in all 
five vice-counties.
61. Kilnwick, 8.9.2020 (MCo). NEW VC RECORD.
35.154 Xenolechia aethiops (Humphreys & Westwood)
This inhabitant of heathland seems surprisingly scarce; there are only a handful of previous records 
in vice-counties 62 to 65 and the only one in VC65 was over 130 years ago.
65. Hutton Conyers, 11.4.2020, gen. det. (CHF); Healey, 18.4.2020 gen. det. CHF (DMS, IW).
35.161 Parachronistis albiceps (Zeller)
Very local with all previous records from the Doncaster district of VC63 and has only been seen at 
Potteric Carr NR in recent years.
63. Austerfield, 2 & 13.6.2020 (SB).
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64. Askham Bog, 14 & 24.6.2020 (AF). NEW VC 
RECORD.

COLEOPHORIDAE
37.011 Coleophora badiipennella (Duponchel)
There are only six previous records in vice-counties 62 
& 63; those in VC62 date from the 19th century.
63. Rossington, 26.6.2020 gen. det. RIH (RI&JCH).
37.012 C. limosipennella (Duponchel)
Except for a single record in VC61 all records are 
from the south of VC63 where it is infrequent. 
63. Potteric Carr NR, case on wych elm 24.9.2020 
(RI&JCH).
37.029 C. orbitella Zeller
Although there are fewer than ten records they 
cover all vice-counties. The only previous one in 
VC65 was in the 19th century.
65. Ilton, case on birch 15.10.2020 (CHF).
37.032 C. albitarsella Zeller
All modern records have been in VC63. The single previous VC65 occurrence was in the 19th century.
61. Skidby, 17.7.2020, gen. det. (ADN). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Kirk Smeaton, 25.7.2020 (DWi).
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 gen. det. (CHF).
37.046 C. deauratella Lienig & Zeller
Since the first occurrences in 2013 it has occurred thinly but quite widely and is now recorded in all five 
vice-counties.
61. Risby, 5.8.2020 gen. det. (ADN).
63. South Ring Drain, Torne Bridge, larvae on red clover seed head 6.8.2020 (UR).
64. Alwoodley, Leeds, 13.7.2020, gen. det. CHF (PRM). NEW VC RECORD.
65. Hutton Conyers, 20.6 & 22.8.2020 gen. det. (CHF); Nosterfield NR, 25.6.2020 gen. det. (CHF).
37.090 C. artemisicolella Bruand
Previous records are confined to the south of the county in vice-counties 61 and 63.
65. Hutton Conyers, 25.7.2020, gen. det. (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
37.107 C. clypeiferella Hofmann
The three previous occurrences date from 2010 and were in VC61 (2) and VC63 (1).
61. Flamborough, 31.7.2020 gen. det. ADN (IM).
63. Rossington, 30.6 & 30.7.2020 (RI&JCH).

ELACHISTIDAE
38.007 Elachista subocellea (Stephens)
Recorded regularly at Ellington Banks in recent years, the only VC64 locality. Otherwise there have 
been up to four occurrences each in vice-counties 62, 63 & 65.
63. Brockadale NR, 5.6.2020 (DWi).
64. Ellington Banks, 3.7 & 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW).
38.022 E. gleichenella (Fabricius)
There are only four previous county records, in vice-counties 62 & 63, and only two of those are recent.
61. Lund, 5.8.2020 (MCo). NEW VC RECORD.
62. Near Levisham, Newtondale, 17.7.2020 gen. det. RWo (RWo, GF, SF).
64. Ellington Banks, 3.7.2020 gen. det. (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.

PARAMETRIOTIDAE
39.002 Blastodacna atra (Haworth)
A moth that seems to be surprisingly scarce with only a handful of records in vice-counties 62 to 64 and 
this is only the second from VC64.
64. Askham Bog, 16.7.2020 gen. det. CHF (AF).

  MOMPHIDAE
40.003 Mompha lacteella (Stephens)
Very infrequently recorded in vice-counties 62 to 65 with no more than five occurrences in any vice-county.
63. Keighley, 20 & 26.6.2020, gen. det. CHF (IHa).

Parachronistis albiceps, 14 June 2020 Askham Bog, 
Alastair Fitter, new for VC64.
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40.006 M. jurassicella (Frey)
This moth is now widespread and fairly common annually in VC63 but with few records elsewhere. 
There is only one previous occurrence in VC64 and it remains unrecorded in VC65.
64. Rodley NR, 17.3.2020 (JWC); St. Aidan’s NR, 1.10.2020 (PRM); Otley, 20.10.2020 (AHS)
40.007 M. bradleyi Riedl
Most frequent in VC63 but has occurred in all five vice-counties. There are only two previous VC64 records.
64. St. Aidan’s NR, 10, 15 & 16.9.2020 gen. det. CHF (PRM); Otley, indoors 22.10.2020 gen. det. CHF 
(AMS); Roecliffe, indoors 10.11.2020 (TAB).
40.011 Mompha langiella (Hübner)
62. St. Nicholas Field NR, York, mine on Enchanter’s Nightshade 23.8.2020 (SBu).
63. Auckley, mines on Epilobium hirsutum 6.7.2020 and at several adjacent localities in July 2020 (UR). 
64. Coniston Cold, mine on Enchanter’s Nightshade 4.7.2020 (ARh); Skipton Woods, mine on 
Enchanter’s Nightshade 17.7.2020 (LWi). NEW VC RECORD.

SCYTHRIDIDAE
43.001 Scythris fallacella (Schläger)
Modern Yorkshire records of this nationally scarce moth have all been in VC64; there is a single 19th 
century record in VC65.
64. Grassington, 28.5.2020 gen. det. CHF (PMi, ARh); Scar Close NNR, 30.5.2020 (TMW); Kilnsey, 
23.6.2020 (PMi).

CHOREUTOIDEA
CHOREUTIDAE

48.003 Prochoreutis sehestediana (Fabricius)
A scarce moth with only four previous records in vice-counties 61, 63 and 63. The single previous one  
in VC61was from the same locality.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 24.6.2020 gen. det. (ADN).

TORTRICOIDEA
TORTRICIDAE

49.005 Epagoge grotiana (Fabricius)
Recorded regularly in small numbers in VC63 since 2008. Otherwise there are two records each in 
vice-counties 62 & 64 but only one of the VC64 occurrences is recent.
61. Skipwith Common, 20.7.2020 (ADN).           NEW VC RECORD.
49.058 Spatalistis bifasciana (Hübner)
There are five previous records of this recent arrival in the county, four in VC61 and one in VC63.
61. Hollym Carrs, 23.6.2020 (MCo).
49.064 Acleris caledoniana (Stephens)
Infrequently recorded in the upland areas of vice-counties 63 to 65.
64. Guisecliffe Wood, 7.8.2020 (CHF).
49.067 A. abietana (Hübner)
Formerly confined to Scotland it was first found in Yorkshire in 2005. It remains very local with four 
previous records each in vice-counties 62 & 64.
64. Ellington Banks, 17.3.2020 (CHF, JCW).
49.076 A. cristana ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Since the first modern record in 2006 this moth 
has occurred widely and with increasing frequency 
and has now extended its range to all five vice-
counties.
65. Hutton Conyers, 20.10.2020 (CHF). NEW VC 
RECORD.
49.084 A. notana (Donovan)
A widespread moth that is frequent in vice-counties 61 
to 64; its recorded presence in VC65 was overdue.
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020, gen. det. CHF (CHF, 
JCW, DMS). NEW VC RECORD.
49.087 A. literana (Linnaeus)
Patchily distributed throughout Yorkshire; fairly 
frequent in vice-counties 62 & 63 but no more 
than five records each in the three remaining  
vice-counties. Epagoge grotiana, Skipwith Common.  Andy Nunn.
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61. Lund, 4.4.2020; Kilnwick, 25.4.2020 (MCo).
62. Skelton, 26.8.2020 (SF).
64. Spofforth, 21.3 & 10.4.2020 (AD); Alwoodley, Leeds, 11.4.2020 (PRM).
65. Hutton Conyers, 18.9.2020 (CHF).
49.096 Hysterophora maculosana (Haworth)
Although quite widespread in vice-counties 61, 63 & 64 it may be overlooked elsewhere and should 
be sought in woods with bluebells. There is a single VC62 record while in VC65 the only previous one 
dates from the 19th century.
65. Hutton Conyers, swept by day 3.5.2020 (CHF).
49.101 Phalonidia manniana (Fischer von Röslerstamm)
During the past ten years this moth has been recorded locally in wet habitats in vice-counties 61, 63 
& 64. It should be borne in mind that the recently separated P. udana (Guenée) may also occur in the 
county and any moths suspected of being that species should be retained.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 26.6.2020 (MCo).
63. Kirk Smeaton, 24.6.2020 (DWi); West Melton, 27.6.2020 (HEB).
64. Askham Bog, 3.7.2020 (AF).
49.108 Gynnidomorpha alismana (Ragonot)
Recorded quite frequently in recent years in vice-counties 61 & 63 and with single previous records in 
vice counties 64 & 65.
62. Strensall Village, 13.6.2020 gen. det. RWo (YB). NEW VC RECORD.
49.136 Neocochylis hybridella (Hübner)
A common moth in VC61, particularly in coastal areas, but extremely local elsewhere. There are two old 
records in VC62 and since 2017 it has occurred at two localities in VC63.
64. Burton Leonard lime quarries, 11.7.2020 (MJP). NEW VC RECORD.
49.138 N. molliculana Zeller
A relatively recent arrival in Britain that has been spreading northwards. We have a single previous 
record in VC63 in 2019.
61. Easington, 19.8.2020 (MFS). NEW VC RECORD.
63. Rossington, 11.9.2020 gen. det RIH (RI&JCH).
49.148 Apotomis lineana ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Apart from a 19th century record in VC62 all modern occurrences date from 2012 and have been in 
vice-counties 61 & 63.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 17.7.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); Lund, 24.7.2020 (DA), 6 & 7.8.2020 (MCo); 
Cottingham, 7.8.2020 (AMc).
49.152 A. sororculana (Zetterstedt)
Most frequent in VC63 but occurs in all five vice-counties. The two previous VC62 occurrences date 
from the 19th century.
62. Low Dalby, 25.5 & 19.7.2020 (JW).
49.153 A. sauciana (Frölich)
Said to be abundant on the Pennine moors in the 19th and early 20th centuries and was found in vice-
counties 62 to 64. We have very few recent records, including one in VC65.
63. Keighley Moor Reservoir, 23.7.2020 det. CHF (from photo) (IHa). 
49.184 Lobesia reliquana (Hübner)
First found in the county in 2004 since when it has occurred almost annually in small numbers in vice-
counties 61 to 64.
61. Northcliffe Wood, 21.5.2020 (JM).
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 20.5.2020; Mickland Wood, Brafferton, 25.5.2020 (TAB) Wykeham 
Causeway, 14.6.2020 (RWo, AR, JHo).
63. Hatfield Moors,14.5.2020 (DWi).
49.191 Endothenia nigricostana (Haworth)
Widely recorded, but local, in vice-counties 61 to 64; this is only the second from VC65.
65. Hutton Conyers, 22.6.2020 (CHF).
49.196 Bactra lacteana Caradja
A scarce or overlooked moth with four previous records since 2001, two each in vice-counties 64 & 65.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 26.6.2020, gen det. JM (JM, MCo, MI). NEW VC RECORD.
49.197 B. robustana (Christoph)
An inhabitant of saltmarshes, frequent on the Humber estuary but most records are in VC61. There is 
one previous record from the upper reaches of the estuary in VC63, at Blacktoft Sands in 1998.
63. Swinefleet, 24.7.2020 (MJP).
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49.199 Eucosmomorpha albersana (Hübner)
A local moth, most records are from VC62 but even here it is infrequent with only five records this 
century. Elsewhere there are two occurrences in VC63 and one in VC64.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 16 & 28.5.2020 (TAB).
49.203 Ancylis laetana (Fabricius)
Local with fewer than ten records each in vice-counties 62 to 64. 
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 20.5.2020 (TAB).
49.206 A. upupana (Treitschke)
Very local in vice-counties 61 to 63, none has more than six records.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton, 20.5.2020 (TAB); Strensall Common, 31.5.2010 (YB).
49.221 Rhopobota stagnana ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Only the second Yorkshire record, the last being in VC63 in 1917. It ought to be more frequent and may 
be overlooked in the county.
61. Hunmanby Gap, 10.5.2020, gen. det. CHF (KC). NEW VC RECORD.
49.237 Epinotia signatana (Douglas)
First seen in the County in 2015 since when it has been recorded widely and frequently in VC61. It has 
recently occurred in vice-counties 62, 63 & 65 but with no more than two records in each and is now 
found in all five vice-counties.
64. Alwoodley, Leeds, 5.8.2020 (PRM). NEW VC RECORD.
49.242 E. nanana (Treitschke)
Seemingly scarce, the previous ten Yorkshire records cover vice-counties 61 to 64 but the only one in 
VC61 was over a hundred years ago.
64. Coniston Cold, 7.8.2020 gen. det. CHF (ARh).
49.277 Eucosma pupillana (Clerck)
Occurred fairly frequently in the southern part of VC63 in the last quarter of the 20th century with the 
last record in 1999. Otherwise there are single records in the same period in vice-counties 61 & 64 and 
an old 19th century record in VC62. Its decline may be due to the reduction of wormwood as brownfield 
sites are developed or tidied up.
63. Austerfield, 11.8.2020 (SB).
49.280 Gypsonoma oppressana (Treitschke)
Widespread and common in VC61 with a recent spread to the remaining vice-counties where it remains 
infrequent.
62. York, 16 & 22.6.2020 (AF); Wykeham Causeway, 7.10.2020 mine on black poplar (CHF, ADN).
64. Askham Bog, 24.6.2020 (AF).
65. Marfield NR, mine on black poplar 22.10.2020 (CHF).
49.283 G. aceriana (Duponchel)
Widely recorded and locally common across vice-counties 61 to 64; now found in all five vice-counties.
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 gen. det. CHF (CHF, JCW, DMS). NEW VC RECORD.
49.293 Notocelia tetragonana (Stephens)
The six previous Yorkshire records are in vice-counties 62 to 64.
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020, gen. det. CHF (CHF, JCW, DMS). NEW VC RECORD.
49.296 N. incarnatana (Hübner)
An infrequently recorded moth with eleven previous occurrences in vice-counties 62, 64 and 65 but 
involving only three localities.
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 gen. det. CHF (CHF, JCW, DMS).
49.300 Pseudococcyx turionella (Linnaeus)
We have only seven previous records of this scarce pine feeding moth from vice-counties 61 to 64 but 
only VC61 had more than a single occurrence. This is therefore the second in VC63 while the VC62 
record dates from more than 100 years ago. 
63. Rossington, 7.5.2020 (RI&JCH).
49.307 Rhyacionia pinivorana (Lienig & Zeller)
Widespread over much of the county, these vice-county 62 & 63 records are exceptionally early and 
there is only a single previous VC65 occurrence.
62. York, 7.5.2020 (AF).
63. Kirk Smeaton, 9.5.2020 (DWi); Rossington, 9.5.2020 (RI&JCH).
65. Hutton Conyers, 21 & 25.5.2020 (CHF).
49.322 Dichrorampha plumbagana (Treitschke)
This may well be an overlooked species as there are only three records, one each in vice-counties 61, 
62 & 64 and the most recent was 30 years ago.
63. Rossington, 20.5.2020, gen. det. RIH (RI&JCH). NEW VC RECORD. 
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49.339 Cydia servillana (Duponchel)
Very scarce with one previous record in the Doncaster district and two in VC64 at Askham Bog.
63. Edenthorpe, gall on sallow 13.3.2020 (UR), moth reared by HEB 11.4.2020; Rossington, 19.5.2020 
(RI&JCH).
49.361 Pammene ignorata Kuznetsov
A scarce moth nationally, we have single previous occurrences in vice-counties 64 & 65.
64. Coniston Cold, 21.5.2020, gen. det. CHF (ARh).

COSSOIDEA
COSSIDAE

50.001 Goat Moth Cossus cossus (Linnaeus)
An encouraging three records, all from its usual area in the extreme south-east of the county. Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park is a new site. 
63. Austerfield, 15.6.2020 (SB); Potteric Carr NR, larva, 20.8.2020 (DSha); Yorkshire Wildlife Park, 
larva, 3.9.2020 (UR).
50.002 Leopard Moth Zeuzera pyrina (Linnaeus)
A huge increase in the number of records of this spectacular species means that there are too many to 
include individually. 64 records of 74 moths is an unprecedented total. Records were spread all across 
the lowland parts of the county. It tends to be absent from the higher ground, so one at over 300m near 
Holmfirth was unusual. Records came from many of the usual sites plus four new 10K squares. North 
Yorkshire is the northern limit of its range in the country

SESIIDAE
52.003 Lunar Hornet Moth Sesia bembeciformis (Hübner)
We now have a commercially available pheromone lure for this species, hence the big increase in re-
cords. Seven records were in new 10K squares, showing that it is more widespread than formerly sus-
pected. All these records, unless stated otherwise, were to the lure.  
61. Pocklington, emerged from rotten willow stump, 1.6.2020 (IA); Filey Country Park, method un-
known, 11.7.2020 (DL); Riccall, 14.7.2020 (MR); Wheldrake Ings, 19.7.2020 (MR); Skipwith Common, 
20.7.2020 (ADN). 
62. Coatham Marsh, exit holes in willow trunk, 25.1.2020 (DM); Brotton Golf Course, freshly emerged 
adult, 12.7.2020 (DM); New Earswick, 12.7.2020 (MR); Skelton, 20.7.2020 (MR); Monks Cross, 
22.7.2020 (MR). 
63. Laycock, mating pair on willow trunk, 23.6.2020 (TWi); Keighley, 10.7.2020 (AHa); Wintersett Reservoir, 
resting on a mist net, 11.7.2020 (PSm et al.); Barnsley, 12.7.2020 (JWil); Austerfield, 20.7.2020 (SB). 
64. Baildon, 17.7.2020 (DPa).
52.007 Large Red-belted Clearwing Synanthedon culiciformis (Linnaeus)
The first record of this species since 2015. 
62. Boltby Reservoir, 25.6.2020 (KG).
52.008 Red-tipped Clearwing S. formicaeformis (Esper)
The use of pheromone lures in the last few years has revolutionised our knowledge of where clearwings 
occur in Yorkshire. Much more work however is needed before we can be confident about their 
distribution across the county. All except one record of this species were to pheromones. 
61. Skidby, 20.6.2020 (ADN); Tophill Low NR, 1, 11, 17 & 25.7, 8.8.2020 (MHo, DF). 
63. Austerfield, 25 & 27.6.2020 (SB); Thorne Moors, 26.6.2020 (MWa). 
64. Baildon, 1.6.2020 (DPa).
52.012 Yellow-legged Clearwing S. vespiformis (Linnaeus) 
An encouraging increase in sightings. The VC61 record was well to the east of the known distribution 
which is likely to be more extensive than records suggest. All were to pheromone lures.
61. Skidby, 24.7.2020 (ADN). 
63. Austerfield, 20.5.2020 (SB); Grange Park, 23.6.2020 (MSm); Thackley, 7.8.2020 (NAA). 
64. Baildon, 19.7.2020 (JG).
52.013 Currant Clearwing S. tipuliformis (Clerck) 
An unprecedented number of sightings from ten locations of which four were new. Over half of the 
records were found by using pheromone lures.
61. Easington (Spurn), 15.6.2020 (MFS); Skidby, 16 & 25.6.2020 (ADN). 
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62. Swainby, 5.7.2020 (JH). 
63. Swinefleet, 29.5, 1, 3 & 4.6.2020 (MJP); Thackley, 29 & 31.5.2020 (NAA); Austerfield, 31.5, 2, 20 & 
25.6.2020 (SB); Rotherham, 13 & 17.6.2020 (MSm). 
64. Baildon, 31.5.2020 (DPa); Bishopthorpe, 10.6.2020 (AMa); Spofforth, 17.6.2020 (PWes); Rodley 
NR, 22.6.2020 (JK).
52.014 Six-belted Clearwing Bembecia ichneumoniformis ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
A healthy spread of sightings from the south and east of the county in areas with plenty of bird’s-foot 
trefoil. Again, the majority were found by using pheromones. The peak count was 22 at Tophill Low NR 
on 11th July. 
61. North Cave Wetlands, 11.7 & 10.8.2020 (ADN, UR); Tophill Low NR, 11 & 25.7, 1.8.2020 (MHo, DF); 
Kimberlow Hill, 30.7.2020 (SBu). 
62. Crossgates Quarry, 10.6, 8.7 & 3.8.2020 (DL). 
63. St Aidan’s NR, 20.6.2020 (PRM); Low Moor Banks, 24.6.2020 (MVP); Sprotbrough Flash, 25.6.2020 
(RHe); Barnsley, 28.6 & 12.7.2020 (JWil); Forgemasters Tip, Treeton Dyke, 16.7.2020 (MSm); 
Wintersett Country Park, 26.7.2020 (PSm et al.); Brockadale NR, 5.8.2020 (DWi).

ZYGAENOIDEA
ZYGAENIDAE

54.002 Forester Adscita statices (Linnaeus) 
All records were from the core area in the south-east of VC63. It is three years since it has been seen in 
other parts of the county.
63. Moss (Ashill Farm), 1.6.2020 (P&JS); Sykehouse (Thorne), 10.6.2020 (URGT); Austerfield, 
25.7.2020 (SB).
54.003 Cistus Forester A. geryon (Hübner) 
Some healthy totals from the usual Wharfedale sites with a maximum of 206 at Kilnsey on 29th May. Just 
a single record of 18 moths in VC62.
62. Caydale, 20.5.2020 (DWa). 
64. Hawkswick, 8.5.2020 (GHay); Bastow Wood area, various dates 20.5 to 24.6.2020 (IP, PMi, ARh, 
LWi, N&DF); Kilnsey, various dates 29.5 to 23.6.2020 (PMi).

Red-tipped Clearwing.  Andy D Nunn Yellow-legged Clearwing. Andy D Nunn
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PYRALOIDEA
PYRALIDAE

62.021 Oncocera semirubella (Scopoli)
Only added to the county list in 2019 when single 
moths occurred in vice-counties 62 and 65.
61. Catwick, 26.7.2020 (JM). NEW VC RECORD.
62.023 Pempelia palumbella ([Denis & Schiffer-
müller])
Mainly an inhabitant of heathland localities in vice-
counties 61 & 62. The only record away from there is 
a vague 19th century record from ‘Sheffield’ that is not 
guaranteed to be within the county.
65. Hutton Conyers, 20.6.2020 (CHF). NEW VC 
RECORD.
62.050 Euzophera cinerosella (Zeller)
By far the majority of records are from the south of 
VC63 although it has been seen there less frequently 
in recent years. Otherwise there are three previous records in VC61, two in VC64 and one in VC65. The 
VC63 occurrence listed is the most easterly in that vice-county.
61. Lund, 30.6.2020 (MCo).
63. Swinefleet, 28.5.2020 (MJP).
62.074 Large Tabby Aglossa pinguinalis (Linnaeus)
A common inhabitant of stables in the 19th and early 20th centuries it became much less frequent 
and uncommon with the advent of motor transport. There has been a recent increase in records, 
mainly in VC61, but it remains occasional elsewhere.
63. Auckley, 20.6.2020 (UR); Austerfield, 8.8.2020 (SB); Rossington, 9.8.2020 (RI&JCH).

CRAMBIDAE
63.002 Loxostege sticticalis (Linnaeus)
An irregular immigrant, most often to VC61 but has been seen in all five vice-counties. It was quite 
frequent in the period 1994 to 2002 but with few records since.
61. Wheldrake RIS trap, 7.8.2020 (JOHS).
63.013 Nascia cilialis (Hübner)
A southern and south-eastern moth in Britain; this may indicate a northward expansion of range.
61. Lund, 2.6.2020 (DA). NEW COUNTY RECORD.
63.014 Sitochroa palealis ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Historically has occurred irregularly on the coast in vice-counties 61 & 62. Since 2013 has it has been 
seen annually and mainly inland in VC63 but with only the single VC61 record in 2020.
61. Easington, 19.8.2020 (MFS).
63.046 Duponchelia fovealis Zeller
An adventive moth that may be becoming an established resident. Most records have been indoors but 
it has also occurred at mv light. We have seven previous records covering all five vice-counties.
62. Appleton Wiske, indoors 12.10.2020 det. RWo (JR). 
63. Bramley, Leeds, 27.1.2020 (JWC).
63.048 Palpita vitrealis (Rossi)
Formerly an extremely rare immigrant, it has 
occurred annually and in increasing numbers since 
2012. This is the highest yearly total of records and 
the first time that it has been seen     in all vice-
counties in a single year.
61. Flamborough, 16.8.2020 (MiP); North Ferriby, 
11.9.2020 (IM); Kilnsea, 6.10.2020 (LWi), 8.10.2020 
(JHF).
62. Skelton, 10.8.2020 (DM).
63. Austerfield, 13.9.2020 (SB).
64. High Bentham, 13.8.2020 (RF); Brotherton, 
9.11.2020 (DWad).
65. Hutton Conyers, 9.11.2020 (CHF).

Section 3 Macro Moths (the larger moths plus Pyralids)

Pempelia palumbella, Hutton Conyers, 20 June 2020, 
Charles Fletcher, new for VC65.

Nascia cilialis, Lund 2 June 2020, Dave Ashton. New 
County Record.



                       Yorkshire Butterflies and Moths  2020  BCY / YNU      95

63.054 Box-tree Moth Cydalima perspectalis 
(Walker)
Records of this horticultural pest continue to 
increase but to date there has been no evidence of 
larvae found within the county. 
61. Withernsea, 17.6.2020 (MCF); Allerthorpe 
Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo).
62. Strensall, 20.7.2020 (YB); York, 31.7.2020 (AF); 
Pickering, 19.8.2020 (LW).
63. Bessacarr, Doncaster, 3.10.2020 (PWh).
64. Burley-in-Wharfedale, 9.8.2020 (P&AR); Pannal, 
12.8.2020 (KWa, CPi); Burton Salmon, 12.8.2020 (PT); 
Baildon, 19.8.2020 (JG); Spofforth, 19.8.2020 (AD).  
63.058 Evergestis extimalis (Scopoli)
A regular immigrant to the east coast in vice-coun-
ties 61 & 62 where numbers vary from year to year.
62. Marske Beach, 30.6.2020; South Gare, 11.7.2020 (DM).
63.065 Scoparia ancipitella (La Harpe)
A scarce or overlooked moth, infrequently found in vice-counties 62 to 64.
64. Coniston Cold, 7 & 31.7.2020 gen. det. CHF (ARh).
63.120 Schoenobius gigantella ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
This moth now appears to be well established in the south of the county where it has occurred annually 
since 2013. The VC64 record is evidence of a northward spread.
61. Wawne, 25.6.2020 (RMi); Lower Derwent Valley NNR, 1.7.2020 (NC, SC); Hornsea, 31.7.2020 
(DRM); Lund, 5.8.2020 (MCo); Elloughton, 6.8.2020 (NBr); North Ferriby, 6.8.2020 (IM); Tophill Low NR, 
6 & 7.8.2020 (MHo, DF); Catwick, 7.8.2020 (JM).
63. West Melton, 24 & 27.6, 31.7 & 18.8.2020 (HEB); Carlton Marsh NR, 24.6.2020 (HEB, CG et al.); 
Wintersett C.P., 25.6.2020 (PSm); Den Bank, Sheffield, 26.6.2020 det. HEB (JB); Swinefleet, 26.6.2020 
(MJP); Austerfield, 26.7.2020 (SB); Blacktoft Sands, 30.7.2020 (MJP).
64. Fairburn Ings NR, 24.6.2020 (MBl). NEW VC RECORD.

DREPANOIDEA
DREPANIDAE

65.002 Oak Hook-tip Watsonalla binaria (Hufnagel)
This species has been in decline both in Yorkshire and nationally and records dropped to an all-time 
low of six in 2012. Since then, however it has recovered a little and it is encouraging to report record 
numbers this year. We received 83 records of 107 moths from 38 sites. It is commonest in areas close 
to oak woodland and is absent from the western halves of VC64 and 65. It is rare in the east of VC61. 
The vast majority of records were of single moths. 
65.003 Barred Hook-tip W. cultraria (Fabricius) 
There has been slow northwards spread in the last few years. The Guisborough record is probably the 
most northerly in the country. This species can turn up in low numbers anywhere in the county with 
beech woodland.
62. Guisborough Woods, 11.8.2020 (PWF); Dalby Forest, 17.8.2020 (SF); Broxa Forest, 18.8.2020 (SF). 
63. Northowram, 7.5.2020 (AC); Rotherham, 30.5.2020 (MSm); Brockadale NR, 29.7.2020 (HEB). 
64. Coniston Cold, 12.8.2020 (ARh). 
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.).
65.011 Poplar Lutestring Tethea or ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This moth of aspen-rich woodland is very local in the north of England and our only population is in 
VC62 where we tend to get one or two records each year, so these records are typical.
62. Newtondale, 26.6.2020 (GF); Turkey Carpet, 24.7.2020 (SF).
65.016 Yellow Horned Achlya flavicornis (Linnaeus) 
A drop in the number of records this year may be partially due to the Covid-19 enforced lockdown as 
more people trapped at home rather than being tempted into birch woodland where this species can be 
common. Typical records across most of the county though there were none in VC65.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 7 & 24.3.2020 (ADN, DA); Wheldrake, 14.3.2020 (JOHS). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 7, 14 & 17.3.2020 (AR, JHo); Strensall, several dates 13.3 to 4.4.2020 (YB); 
Low Dalby, 15.3.2020 (JW); Helmsley, 16.3.2020 (DIS). 
63. Austerfield, 7 & 17.3.2020 (SB); Hardcastle Crags, 13.3.2020 (AC); Potteric Carr NR, 17.3.2020 (RI&JCH, HEB); 
Thornton (Bradford), 20 & 22.3.2020 (MPe); Rishworth, 23.3.2020 (EE); Thurlstone, 24.3.2020 (CB). 

Schoenobius gigantella, Fairburn Ings, 24 June 2020, 
Mark Blamire, new for VC64.
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64. Bellflask, several dates 2 to 27.3.2020 (BM); Skyreholme, several dates 10 to 24.3.2020 (PMi); Ingleton, 
13.3.2020 (JP); Ellington Banks (MOD), 17.3.2020 (CHF, JCW); Pateley Bridge, 24.3.2020 (T&PB).

LASIOCAMPOIDEA
LASIOCAMPIDAE

66.002 Pale Eggar Trichiura crataegi (Linnaeus) 
There seems to have been a slight recovery in numbers of this species over the last two years. An 
encouraging scatter of records across all five VCs.
61. Lund, 12.8 & 5.9.2020 (DA, MCo); Lower Derwent Valley, 13.8.2020 (N&SC); Kilnwick, 2.9.2020 (MCo). 
62. Tollerton, 10.8.2020 (MBe); Dalby Forest, 20.8.2020 (JW); Ryton, 22.8.2020 (DF); Great Barugh, 
2.9.2020 (PC); Helmsley, 3.9.2020 (DIS). 
63. Austerfield, 8, 14, 20 & 22.8.2020 (SB); Fishlake, 14.8.2020 (RP). 
64. Askham Bryan, 18 & 23.8.2020 (DLa); Staveley, 18.8.2020 (J&RU). 
65. Brompton-on-Swale, 26.8.2020 (TCo).
66.003 Lackey Malacosoma neustria (Linnaeus)
There has been a long-term reduction in numbers of the species across the country and a contraction of 
range, though numbers in Yorkshire seem to have reached a plateau in the last few years. There were 
84 records of 152 moths from 28 sites, so similar to 2019. All sites were as usual in the south-eastern 
quarter of the county.
66.005 Small Eggar Eriogaster lanestris (Linnaeus)
The survey of larval webs in VC62 continued for the second year and found several additional sites, 
especially in the eastern part of the range. This will continue in 2021 and has already provided a huge 
amount of information on distribution and habitat requirements. Advice to landowners on hedgerow 
management could be invaluable in preventing further declines of this species which has a very scat-
tered distribution across the country.
62. Pickering/Malton area, 116 records of larval webs 26.4 to 8.7.2020 (SN, with additional records from 
JoH, DF & RHam). 
66.008 Fox Moth Macrothylacia rubi (Linnaeus)
70 records of 259 moths or larvae from 35 sites is considerably more than we have ever received 
before. Two thirds of records were of adults, usually caught at light. Records came from upland areas of 
VC62, 63, 64 and 65, several records from Strensall Common in VC62 where it seems to be doing well, 
and from Thorne Moors. Adults flew from 7th May to 17th June and the peak count was 45 near Halifax 
on 20th May.

BOMBYCOIDEA
SATURNIIDAE

68.001 Emperor Moth Saturnia pavonia (Linnaeus)
Use of pheromone lures has led to a huge increase in records of this species in the last few years. 
There was a further increase in numbers this year with 128 records of 504 moths from 88 sites showing 
that this species is widespread on our moors and heaths. Well over half of records of adults were found 
by using pheromones, with some big counts; the maximum being 75 on Barden Moor on 25th April. 
There were 13 records of larvae. Adults flew from 5th April to 2nd June.

SPHINGIDAE
69.004 Convolvulus Hawk-moth Agrius convolvuli (Linnaeus) 
This was the best year since 2015 for this spectacular migrant moth. It can turn up anywhere in the 
county but the majority of records tend to be coastal, and that was certainly the case this year. All 
records were of adult moths
61. Kilnsea, 17.7.2020 (JCr); Easington (Spurn), 30.8 & 21.9.2020 (MFS, UR); Beverley, 31.8.2020 
(UR); Hunmanby Gap, 8.9.2020 (KC); South Cave, 20.9.2020 (AFo); Hornsea, 21.9.2020 (SK); Kilham, 
5.10.2020 (J&HH); North Frodingham, 7.10.2020 (AAl). 
62. Skelton, 3 & 29.9.2020 (DM, SF); Scarborough, 15.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Sandsend, 4.10.2020 (CSm); 
Fryup, 17.8.2020 (CP). 
63. Swinefleet, 18.8 & 5.10.2020 (MJP); Doncaster, 30.8.2020 (UR); Pudsey, 22.9.2020 (JK).
69.005 Death›s-head Hawk-moth Acherontia atropos (Linnaeus) 
An influx into the country brought two adults to Yorkshire this year.
62. Cornelian Bay, 6.10.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Wath-on-Dearne, 10.10.2020 (TFo).
69.006 Privet Hawk-moth Sphinx ligustri (Linnaeus)
A huge increase with 80 records of 91 moths from 23 sites. These were mostly in the south-east of the county 
but records extended as far as Leeds and York. Seven new 10K squares were involved. There has been 
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considerable expansion of its range in the eastern 
part of England in recent years. If you want to see this 
species, it’s not the right time to grub out that privet 
hedge that you were thinking of replacing.
69.007 Pine Hawk-moth S. pinastri (Linnaeus)
The fortunes of this species seem to mirror those 
of the previous one. Again, there has been a big 
increase in numbers, with an unprecedented 63 
records of 96 moths from 37 sites including six 
new 10K squares. There was some evidence of a 
slight expansion in the range plus a lot of “filling in” 
on the map. One on Rievaulx Moor in VC62 was a 
long way from any previous records.
69.010 Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglos-
sum stellatarum (Linnaeus)
This was an average year with 140 records of 144 
moths from 70 sites, so virtually all were single 
moths. Records seemed to be spread evenly all 
across the county. The flight time was long this year, 
with sightings from 10th March to 21st October with peaks in early July and early October. Many records 
mentioned which flowers were used for nectaring. Red valerian was by far the favourite, but other food 
sources included red campion, mahonia, buddleia, honeysuckle and melancholy thistle.
69.014 Bedstraw Hawk-moth Hyles gallii (Rottemburg) 
Just five records of this migrant in 2020. Unusually three of these were from the extreme west of the 
county and only one was coastal.
61. Hunmanby Gap, 15.8.2020 (KC). 
62. Little Smeaton, 18.8.2020 (JE). 
63. Hebden Bridge, 10.5.2020 (KHe); Keighley, 18.8.2020 (FD). 
64. Giggleswick, 26.8.2020 (RW).

GEOMETROIDEA
GEOMETRIDAE

70.002 Purple-bordered Gold Idaea muricata (Hufnagel) 
Records as usual from its only site in the county, all of day-flying moths, with counts of up to four. This small popu-
lation is about 100K from the nearest known colonies in south Cumbria/north Lancashire and in Norfolk.
63. Thorne Moors, several dates 17 to 27.6.2020 (MWa, RM).
70.004 Least Carpet I. rusticata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Similar numbers to 2019 and none of the extralimital records we saw last year in the north and west of 
the county, but it was recorded from six new sites and seems to be consolidating its position in VC61 
and the east of VC63. This is common after a period of expansion and it is likely we will see further 
consolidation before a further push north and west. 
61. Hunmanby Gap, 31.7 & 12.8.2020 (N&SC); Kilnsea, 1, 4 & 5.8.2020 (JHF, JCr); Bridlington, 
1.8.2020 (LB); Easington (Spurn), 17 between 20.7 and 10.8.2020 (MFS, AMB); Wheldrake, 2.8.2020 
(JOHS); Withernsea, 9.8.2020 (MCF). 
63. Owston, 17.7 & 3.8.2020 (MaP); West Melton, 
1.8.2020 (HEB); Sprotbrough, 10.8.2020 (DBo).
70.006 Dwarf Cream Wave I. fuscovenosa (Goeze)
Similar totals to last year with 60 records of 119 
moths from 15 sites. Most were from the usual sites 
at Spurn, up the coast to Muston and in the south-
east of VC63. There was however a series 
of records from Brotherton which is just into VC64 
and some old records came to light from Fairburn 
Ings which is nearby, so this species has a foothold 
in the south of VC64. Moths were on the wing from 
31st May to 11th August.
70.015 Small Scallop I. emarginata (Linnaeus)
A typical year with scattered records from the usual 
areas. Very local in the county in damp heathy are-
as, the larvae feeding on bedstraws. It has not been 

Death’s-head Hawk-moth, Cornelian Bay.  
6th October 2020 Allan Rodda.

Dwarf  Cream Wave, Brotherton 9th June 2020 
David Wadding.
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seen in VC61 since 2016 but is likely to still be present at Allerthorpe Common. 
62. Haxby, 26 & 30.6.2020 (TJC); Strensall Common, 10.7.2020 (PMa). 
63. Austerfield, 14 & 16.7.2020 (SB).
70.018 Plain Wave I. straminata (Borkhausen) 
The following records are likely to be correct however this species is commonly confused with the 
unbanded form of the much commoner Riband Wave. It can be common on scrubby heathland but if 
you have recorded it in your garden, make sure that it has no kink in the outer cross line, that there are 
dashes on the edges of the wings rather than dots and dashes, and that it has a smooth silky appear-
ance. If you are in doubt, send us a photo. 
61. Allerthorpe Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo); North Cliffe Wood, 25.7.2020 (MCo, JM, MI). 
62. Strensall Common, various dates 25.6 to 6.8.2020 (YB); Low Dalby, 26.6.2020 (JW); Newtondale, 
26.6.2020 (GF); York, 5.7.2020 (RBa); Haxby, 24.7, 5 & 6.8.2020 (TJC); Turkey Carpet, 24.7.2020 (SF); 
Low Moor, 31.7.2020 (DM); Rievaulx Moor, 31.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 
2.8.2020 (TAB); Harwood Dale, 8.8.2020 (SF). 
63. Austerfield, 23.6.2020 (SB); Barnsley, 24.6.2020 (JWil); Wintersett Country Park, 24.6 & 11.8.2020 (PSm 
et al.); Carlton, 26.6.2020 (DSm); Sprotbrough, 19.7.2020 (DBo); Wakefield, 25.7.2020 (JD). 
64. Askham Bog, 24.6 & 3.7.2020 (RBa,YB); Little Preston, 29.6.2020 (JMa); Bellflask, 6.8.2020 (BM).
70.025 Lesser Cream Wave Scopula immutata (Linnaeus) 
A very local moth which is frequently misidentified.
63. Austerfield, 30.6 & 6.8.2020 (SB).
70.026 Smoky Wave S. ternata (Schrank) 
Lower numbers this year. Records from the usual upland areas. Most were of moths seen by day 
though it will also come to light.
62. Fen Bog, 19 & 28.6, 4.7.2020 (GF); Lealholm, 11.7.2020 (GF). 
63. Keighley Moor Reservoir, 4 & 13.6.2020 (IHa). 
64. Skyreholme, 16.6.2020 (PMi); New Laithe Farm, 26.6.2020 (MB). 
65. Ellingstring, 17.6.2020 (CHF).
70.027 Cream Wave S. floslactata (Haworth) 
We generally like to see a photograph of this species if it is from a new area. It is not common and is fre-
quently misidentified. Like the previous species, it is more likely to be seen flying by day than appearing 
in the moth trap, though several of these records were to light. We can often spot erroneous records as 
it flies in May and June, earlier than some of the confusion species.
62. Skelton, 7.5.2020 (DM); Beggars Bridge, 18.5.2020 (GF); Old Robin Hood’s Bay road, 24.5.2020 
(GF); Goathland, 25.5.2020 (WN). 
63. Austerfield, 17 & 28.5.2020 (SB); Broomhead Reservoir, 31.5.2020 (RBe); Crowle Moor, 22.6.2020 (P&JS).
70.028 Rosy Wave S. emutaria (Hübner) 
Our only colony at Spurn is in trouble. A total of two records is the lowest since the single record of 
2013. This is the most northerly site in the country for this species. The larval food plant is unknown, 
making conservation difficult.
61. Kilnsea, 15.7 & 9.8.2020 (JHF, MPi).
70.032 Birch Mocha Cyclophora albipunctata (Hufnagel) 
A typical year for this species of birch-rich heathland and woodland with records from the usual areas in 
the centre and east of the county.
61. North Ferriby, 18.5.2020 (IM); Allerthorpe Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo). 
62. Broxa Forest, 13.6 & 3.7.2020 (RWo, GF, SF); Strensall Common, 25.6, 5 & 14.8.2020 (YB). 
63. Thorne Moors, 3, 16 & 20.6.2020 (RM).
70.036 Maiden’s Blush C. punctaria (Linnaeus)
It is difficult now to appreciate what a rare species this was in the county until about 2008. Numbers were 
slightly increased from 2019 with 82 records of 100 moths from 33 sites. The only sign of range expan-
sion was up the coast to Scarborough, so this species is still largely restricted to the south-east quarter 
of the county. There has been a lot of “filling in” on the map with six 10K squares reporting it for the first 
time. There is a lot of suitable habitat in VC62 where it has not yet been seen. 
70.037 Clay Triple-lines C. linearia (Hübner) 
This species is said to be increasing in abundance and expanding its range in the UK. In Yorkshire however, 
expansion has stalled and the number of records has been lower over the last few years. There were scat-
tered records from beech-rich woodland in the centre of the county and in the east of VC62.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 20 & 25.5, 1.6 & 30.7.2020 (TAB); Skelton Castle, 9.6.2020 
(DM); Low North Camp, 23.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Low Dalby, 26.6.2020 (JW); Newtondale, 26.6.2020 (GF); 
Wykeham Causeway, 10 & 21.7.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Haw Park, 20.5 & 24.6.2020 (PSm et al.); West Melton, 26.5 & 30.6.2020 (HEB); Sprotbrough, 
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24.6.2020 (DBo); Kirk Smeaton, 25.6.2020 (P&JS). 
64. Burley-in-Wharfedale, 14.6.2020 (P&AR); Otley, 15.6.2020 (AMS); Hackfall Woods, 17.6.2020 
(CHF); Collingham, 2.9.2020 (PH).
70.038 Vestal Rhodometra sacraria (Linnaeus) 
Unusually there was just one record of this migrant species making this the worst year since 2010.
64. Coniston Cold, 31.7.2020 (ARh).
70.041 July Belle Scotopteryx luridata (Hufnagel) 
A very local moth of heathy areas. We have two problems with this species. Firstly, we have seen it misidenti-
fied for various different species, the commonest of which is Brown Silver-line. Secondly, it is not impossible 
that Lead Belle still occurs in the county, so if there is any doubt, it is a good idea to keep the specimen. 
There was just one record this year. This backs up last year’s record at the same site. 
62. Strensall, 31.7.2020 (YB).
70.043 Chalk Carpet S. bipunctaria ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This very local species of calcareous areas appears to be doing well at its only known colony in the county 
where it is usually seen at security lights. It has not been seen elsewhere in the county since 1999.
61. Flamborough, 23.6, 2, 7, 12, 15, 17 & 21.7.2020 (AAl, IM, MiP, AR).
70.046 Oblique Carpet Orthonama vittata (Borkhausen)
This species remains common at its stronghold in the lower Derwent valley but is much more thinly 
distributed in the rest of the county. We usually get one or two records from upland areas in the west, 
but the VC63 record this year is encouraging as it has not been seen in this area before. It is only the 
second record in VC63 since 1982.
61. Lower Derwent Valley, ten records of 16 moths from 3rd June to 21st August (N&SC, DWa); Whel-
drake, 32 records of 82 moths from 27th May to 29th August (JOHS); Nunburnholme, 13.6.2020 (RBa); 
York, 14.6.2020 (AF).
63. Pledwick (Wakefield), 17.6.2020 (MHe).
64. Askham Bog, 2 & 14.6.2020 (AF, RBa); Giggleswick, 8.9.2020 (RW); West Bradford, 18.8.2020 (BH).
70.047 Gem Nycterosea obstipata (Fabricius)
Two records of this sporadic migrant, following a blank year in 2019. Both were unusually in the west of 
the county. 
64. West Bradford, 30.6.2020 (BH); Baildon, 28.9.2020 (JG).
70.048 Red Carpet Xanthorhoe decoloraria (Esper) 
Records from its core area in the extreme north-west of the county.
64. Colt Park, 15.7.2020 (JP, FM); Kingsdale Head, 23.7.2020 (JPa). 
65. Lartington, 6.8.2020 (PWe).
70.060 Small Argent and Sable Epirrhoe tristata (Linnaeus) 
Records of this day-flying moth from the usual upland areas where the larvae feed on heath bedstraw. 
We receive a lot of records of this moth at light from people who are not familiar with the species. These 
always turn out to be Common Carpet.
62. Fen Bog, 14.6 & 4.7.2020 (GF). 
65. Redmire - Apedale, 20.5 & 15.6.2020 (AMu).
70.063 Galium Carpet E. galiata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A poor year with just two records from its main stronghold in the Ingleborough area.
64. Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW); Sulber Gate, 1.8.2020 (TMW).
70.068 Beautiful Carpet Mesoleuca albicillata (Linnaeus) 
This attractive species is thinly distributed across the county, mostly in old woodland. We never receive 
many records, possibly because it is not strongly attracted to light.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 29.5, 23.6 & 25.7.2020 (IM, ADN, MCo, JM, MI); Elvington, 26.6.2020 (JSm). 
62. Low Moor, 26.6.2020 (DM); Wykeham Causeway, 30.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Sutherbruff Rigg, 12.7.2020 (JW). 
63. Thurlstone, 2.7.2020 (CB).
70.069 Dark Spinach Pelurga comitata (Linnaeus) 
After three very poor years it is nice to report an increase in records, though not to the levels seen ten 
years ago. 
61. Muston, 26.6.2020 (PQW); North Frodingham, 16 & 17.7.2020 (AAl); North Ferriby, 31.7.2020 (IM); 
Easington (Spurn), 1 & 2.8.2020 (AMB); Welton, 6.8.2020 (NBr). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 26 & 31.7.2020 (AR, JHo); North Ormesby, 31.7.2020 (CCo). 
63. Austerfield, several dates 16.7 to 8.8.2020 (SB); Kirk Smeaton, 24.7, 7 & 13.8.2020 (DWi); Carlton, 
31.7.2020 (DSm); Rossington, 6, 7 & 10.8.2020 (RI&JCH); Fishlake, 6.8.2020 (RP); West Melton, 
8.8.2020 (HEB), Wombwell, 7.8.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Grewelthorpe, 31.7.2020 (MH). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 20 & 29.7.2020 (CHF).
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70.070 Mallow Larentia clavaria (Haworth) 
A poor year. This species has declined considerably in 
northern England over the last few years.
61. Catwick, 15.9.2020 (JM). 
63. Austerfield, 18.9 & 1.10.2020 (SB).
70.071 Yellow-ringed Carpet 
Entephria flavicinctata (Hübner) 
This species is known from only a handful of sites 
in England. This is one of the most reliable, but 
even here it had not been seen since 2014. Three 
were attracted to LED light.
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh).
70.072 Grey Mountain Carpet E. caesiata ([Denis & 
Schiffermüller]) 
A typical year for this elusive moth of upland areas with 
records from the extreme west of the county. It has not 
been seen in VC62 since 2016. Numbers have declined in recent years and it has disappeared from some 
of its previous sites on lower ground. It does however favour some quite remote areas which are rarely 
trapped. 50 seen by day at Kingsdale Head on 13th August is an exceptional total.
63. Keighley Moor, 14.6.2020 (IHa); Rishworth, 30.7.2020 (EE). 
64. Kingsdale Head, 7 & 13.8.2020 (JPa).
70.075 May Highflyer Hydriomena impluviata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
An improvement from last year’s low numbers but counts over the last few years have been poor. It is 
apparently doing well nationally so it is not obvious what has caused the current fall in abundance, as it 
should be fairly common in alder woodland.
61. Lund, 19 & 21.5.2020 (DA); North Ferriby, 21.5.2020 (IM); Nunburnholme, 13.6.2020 (RBa). 
62. York, 8.5.2020 (AF); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 16.5.2020 (TAB); Haxby, 20.5 & 9.6.2020 
(TJC); Skelton Castle, 24.6.2020 (DM). 
63. Rossington, 18.5.2020 (RI&JCH); West Melton, 19.5.2020 (HEB); Sowerby Bridge, 20.5.2020 (AGr); 
Barnsley, 26.5.2020 (JWil); Halifax, 28.5.2020 (DSu); Stainland, 28.5.2020 (GJ); Linthwaite, 29.5.2020 
(AB), Wombwell, 19.5.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Otley, 25.4.2020 (DOC); West Bradford, 7, 16 & 29.5, 2 & 12.6.2020 (BH); Little Preston, 19, 22, 26 
& 29.5.2020 (JMa); Askham Bog, 20 & 25.5.2020 (AF, RBa, PMa); New Laithe Farm, 20 & 25.5, 1.6.2020 
(MB); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 21.5.2020 (P&AR); Bellflask, 29.5.2020 (BM); Micklefield, 25.5.2020 (ATi); 
Selside (Ribblesdale); 20.5.2020 (HS). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 21.5.2020 (CHF).
70.076 Ruddy Highflyer H. ruberata (Freyer) 
A very local moth of wet woodland with few sites in the county. Be careful not to mistake this for May Highflyer.
63. Thorne Moors, 19.5.2020 (RM).
70.078 Chestnut-coloured Carpet Thera cognata (Thunberg) 
Another very local moth, all records being amongst stands of native juniper. This is one of its usual sites.
64. Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW).
70.082 Juniper Carpet T. juniperata (Linnaeus) 
We often list all records of this late-flying species and in 2019 there were just ten records. This year 
however there was a marked increase, and we received 55 records of 78 moths from 21 sites, spread all 
across the county. Virtually all records were from garden moth traps. Unlike the previous species which 
is confined to native juniper, this species takes advantage of widespread planting of exotic junipers in 
gardens.
70.084 Blue-bordered Carpet Plemyria rubiginata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A return to normal numbers following several poor years. Commonest in damp woodland.
61. Wheldrake, 22.6.2020 (JOHS). 
62. York, 23.6.2020 (AF); Haxby, 24 & 30.6, 14.7.2020 (TJC); Husthwaite, 2.7.2020 (KG); Rievaulx Moor, 
31.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Romanby, 5.8.2020 (AM); Gerrick Moor, 7 & 18.8, 10.9.2020 (JMon, DM); Swain-
by, 8.8 & 4.9.2020 (JH); Wykeham Causeway, 20.8.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Bramley, 14.6.2020 (JWC); Old Moor, 26.6.2020 (HBe); Carlton Marsh, 31.7.2020 (CG); Pudsey, 
12.8.2020 (DHa). 
64. Little Preston, 12.7.2020 (JMa); Bellflask, 24.7, 10 & 12.8.2020 (BM); York, 24.7.2020 (JGal); West 
Bradford, 7 & 28.8.2020 (BH); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 9.8.2020 (P&AR); High Bentham, 15 & 16.8.2020 
(R&MCF); New Laithe Farm, 18.8.2020 (MB, DBi). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 23 & 26.6, 1, 2 & 14.7.2020 (CHF).

Yellow-ringed Carpet, Dib Scar 23 July 2020 
Paul Millard, first in Yorkshire since 2014.
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70.086 Broken-barred Carpet Electrophaes corylata (Thunberg) 
A better year for this moth of broad-leaved woodland and there appear to be some healthy populations in 
the county, though looking at the long-term trend, numbers have been slowly falling for several years. It 
is five years since it was last seen in VC61 though there is less suitable habitat in that part of the county. 
62. Haxby, 9, 25 & 26.5, 2 & 21.6.2020 (TJC); York, 19.5.2020 (AF); Hilton, 20.5.2020 (MPa); Great 
Smeaton, 20.5.2020 (JE); Skelton, 20, 24, 28 & 31.5, 14.6.2020 (SF); Wykeham Causeway, 25.5 & 
14.6.2020 (RWo, AR, JHo); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 26.5.2020 (TAB); Strensall Common, 
28.5.2020 (YB); Broxa Forest, 13.6.2020 (RWo, SF); Harwood Dale, 15.6.2020 (SF). 
63. Fishlake, 20.5 & 17.6.2020 (RP); Rotherham, 1.6.2020 (MSm); Blackmoorfoot, 2.6.2020 (AB); Luddenden, 
6.6.2020 (MHy); Rotherham, 16.6.2020 (MSm); Northowram, 16.6.2020 (AC); Sprotbrough, 24.6.2020 (DBo). 
64. Little Preston, 18, 19 & 21.5, 19 & 20.6.2020 (JMa); Grass Wood, 2.6.2020 (PMi); Burley-in-Wharfed-
ale, 14.6.2020 (P&AR); Alwoodley, 15.6.2020 (PRM); Spofforth, 23.6.2020 (AD).
70.092 Spinach Eulithis mellinata (Fabricius) 
With only three records, this is the worst year ever for this declining moth. We have become quite sceptical 
about records of this species, as when we ask for a photograph, we find a lot are Barred Straw or Northern 
Spinach. This means that unless you are quite familiar with it, we need further evidence.
62. Great Smeaton, 22.6.2020 (JE). 
63. West Melton, 10.6.2020 (HEB); Dewsbury, 14.6.2020 (PD).
70.096 Autumn Green Carpet Chloroclysta miata (Linnaeus) 
This is another species with a worrying decline in numbers and this is probably its worst year. All records 
were from the west of the county and there were no moths wandering to lower ground further east as 
occasionally happens. There were five spring records of over-wintering females.
63. Northowram, 10.4.2020 (AC); Luddenden, 10.4.2020 (MHy); Thackley, 1.6.2020 (NAA); Meltham, 
22.9.2020 (GFa); Golcar, 1.10.2020 (CR); Keighley, 8.10.2020 (IHa); Linthwaite, 8.10.2020 (AB); Keigh-
ley Moor, 16 & 17.10.2020 (IHa); Pudsey, 23.10.2020 (DNe). 
64. Coniston Cold, 3 & 7.5.2020 (ARh); Colt Park, 14.9.2020 (TMW, FM); Skipton Quarry, 15.9.2020 
(ARh, LWi, PMi); Giggleswick, 16.10 & 7.11.2020 (RW); Dob Park Top, 20.10.2020 (CGH); Otley, 
26.10.2020 (AMS); Grimwith Reservoir, 27.10.2020 (ADN). 
65. Lartington, 17.10.2020 (PWe); Cotherstone, 9.11.2020 (PWe).
70.099 Beech-green Carpet Colostygia olivata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A local moth, most commonly seen in calcareous upland areas in the extreme west of the county. It is 
rarer in VC62 and the Skelton Castle record was the first since one at the same site in 2013.
62. Skelton Castle, 17.8.2020 (DM). 
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh).
70.102 Striped Twin-spot Carpet Coenotephria salicata (Hübner) 
A slight drop in the number of records this year. Nearly all of our records come from the west of VC64 and 
65 so it is encouraging this year to report the first records from VC63 since 1988 and VC62 since 1998.
62. Goathland, 11.8.2020 (WN). 
63. Keighley Moor, 12.8.2020 (IHa). 
64. Giggleswick, 27.5.2020 (RW); South House Pavement NR, 12.7.2020 (TMW); Colt Park, 13.7.2020 
(TMW); Sulber Gate, 1.8.2020 (TMW); Loftshaw Moss, 8.8.2020 (TMW); Kingsdale Head, 13.8.2020 (JPa). 
65. High Fremington, 26 & 29.5.2020 (MW-W).
70.104 Devon Carpet Lampropteryx otregiata (Metcalfe) 
A drop to only eight records this year compared to                                                                                       
13 in 2019. This moth continues to turn up in 
different areas and four sites were new. There are 
still no records from VC65, the south of VC63 or 
the east of VC61 and all records are in a central 
“belt” across the county where its habitat of damp 
woodland with marsh bedstraw is most common. 
We had several records of “Water Carpet” in August 
which could not be verified and which might have 
been this species.
62. Newtondale, 26.6 & 24.8.2020 (GF, RWo, SF); 
Dalby Forest, 20.8.2020 (JW). 
64. West Bradford, 16.5.2020 (BH); Hackfall 
Woods, 28.5.2020 (CHF); New Laithe Farm, 7 & 
14.8.2020 (MB); Askham Bog, 10.8.2020 (AF). Beech-green Carpet, Dib Scar, 23 July 2020 Paul Millard. 
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70.105 Northern Winter Moth Operophtera fagata (Scharfenberg) 
It is sometimes difficult to know what to do about claimed records of Northern Winter Moth as many 
turn out to be the much commoner Winter Moth. If you are trapping in November in birch woodland, you 
may find Northern Winter Moth to be common, but it is much less common in gardens. Records peak in 
November; earlier than Winter Moth which flies well into January. Northern Winter Moth is larger than 
Winter Moth so do try and measure the forewing length. It is paler, particularly the hindwing, and has a 
more silky appearance. The following records are likely to be correct.
61. Lund, 21.11.2020 (DA). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 8, 12, 16 & 17.11.2020 (AR, JHo). 
64. Skyreholme, 5, 9 & 10.11.2020 (PMi); Bellflask, 9 & 28.11.2020 (BM); Brotherton, 10.11.2020 
(DWad); Otley, 10.11.2020 (AMS).
Epirrita species
Every year we receive several hundred records of these species, usually November Moth, identified to 
species level. There is rarely any indication how the identification was reached. The only way of accu-
rately recording these is to look at the underside of the tip of the abdomen as in the pictures on page 
101 of Waring and Townsend’s field guide (3rd edition). This is extremely difficult to do with live moths 
as it involves brushing off some scales. As many people do not want to kill moths to identify them, they 
should be logged as the aggregate species – ie ”November Moth agg.” or ”Epirrita dilutata agg.” If you 
do examine them further, you will find that the vast majority of the ones you catch in your garden are No-
vember Moth. The others do however turn up occasionally, and forewing markings can sometimes help 
you decide which to examine further. Pale November Moth and Autumnal Moth are much commoner in 
broad-leaved woodland, especially with mature birch trees. Small Autumnal Moth is usually much easier 
to identify. It is smaller, flies earlier, is commoner in upland habitats, and one or two individuals show 
forewing markings which are unique to this species. Later, larger ones in lowland habitats however can 
still cause problems. There were 43 confirmed records of November Moth spread across the county. 
Records of the other species are listed below.
70.108 Pale November Moth Epirrita christyi (Allen) 
62. Low Moor, 7.11.2020 (DM).
65. Hutton Conyers, 20.10 & 23.11.2020 (CHF).
70.109 Autumnal Moth E. autumnata (Borkhausen) 
61. North Cliffe Wood, 17.10.2020 (ADN). 
63. Rossington, 9.11.2020 (RI&JCH).
70.110 Small Autumnal Moth E. filigrammaria  (Herrich-Schäffer) 
62. Low Moor, 3.9.2020 (DM). 
63. Keighley Moor Reservoir, 10.9.2020 (IHa). 
64. Giggleswick, 8.9.2020 (RW); Colt Park, 14.9.2020 (TMW, FM).
70.111 Small White Wave Asthena albulata (Hufnagel) 
This has never been a common moth in the county. The vast majority of records are from VC62, in fact 
it has not been seen elsewhere since 2015. Nationally it has been declining in the northern part of its 
range. A significant proportion of claimed sightings turn out to be errors.
62. Wykeham Causeway, 21.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Skelton Castle, 16.6.2020 (DM).
70.112 Dingy Shell Euchoeca nebulata (Scopoli) 
Another poor year for this species. It can be quite common in alder woodland but rarely strays from its 
habitat therefore it is much less common in gardens. A very distinctive moth as it always rests with its 
wings closed.
61. Tophill Low NR, 5.8.2020 (MHo, DF). 
62. World’s End, 6.8.2020 (YB). 
63. Carlton Marsh NR, 24.6 & 31.7.2020 (HEB, CG et al.); Rossington, 6.8.2020 (RI&JCH). 
64. Askham Bog, various dates 9.5 to 10.8.2020 (AF, TJC, RBa, YB); Little Preston, 2 & 13.6.2020 
(JMa); Smelthouses, 24.6.2020 (CHF).
70.114 Small Yellow Wave Hydrelia flammeolaria (Hufnagel) 
Numbers of this species have been lower than usual over the last two years, though this year we had 
records from 24 sites spread all across the county.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 16.6.2020 (IM, ADN); Skerne Wetlands, 26.6.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); North Ferriby, 
22.7.2020 (IM). 
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 26 & 28.5.2020 (TAB); Guisborough, 25.6.2020 (RWo); Great 
Smeaton, 26.6.2020 (JE); Newtondale, 26 & 17.7.6.2020 (GF); Broxa Forest, 3.7.2020 (RWo, SF); 
Haxby, 7.7.2020 (TJC); Ridge Lane Wood, 16.7.2020 (RWo, GF, SF); Harwood Dale, 18.7.2020 (SF); 
Wykeham Causeway, 24.7.2020 (IM, MiP, AR). 
63. Austerfield, 17.6 & 17.7.2020 (SB); Owston, 22.6 & 29.7.2020 (MaP); Pledwick (Wakefield), 
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23.6.2020 (MHe); Brockadale NR, 29.7.2020 (HEB). 
64. Askham Bog, 20.5, 2, 14 & 26.6, 3.7.2020 (AF, RBa, PMa, TJC); Smelthouses, 24.6 & 24.7.2020 
(CHF); Little Preston, 25.6.2020 (JMa); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 25.6.2020 (P&AR); Staveley, 26.6.2020 
(J&RU); Bishopthorpe, 3.7.2020 (JT); Otley, 11.8.2020 (AMS). 
65. Hackforth, 24.6.2020 (DBr).
70.115 Welsh Wave Venusia cambrica (Curtis) 
A reduction in numbers this year and curiously for the first time ever there were no records outside 
VC62. This species should be present in any upland areas with native rowan.
62. Broxa Forest, 13.6.2020 (RWo, SF); Harwood Dale, 15.6 & 18.7.2020 (SF); Newtondale, 19.6.2020 
(GF); Skelton Castle, 23.6.2020 (DM); Troutsdale, 25.6.2020 (IM, MiP et al.); Low Moor, 26.6, 17.7 & 
5.8.2020 (DM); Little Gill Noddle, 4.7.2020 (AR, JHo); Ridge Lane Wood, 16.7.2020 (RWo, GF, SF); Turkey 
Carpet, 24.7.2020 (SF); Rievaulx Moor, 31.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Guisborough Woods, 6 & 11.8.2020 (PWF); 
Gerrick Moor, 7.8.2020 (JMon); Wykeham Forest, 7.8.2020 (IM, MiP); Dalby Forest, 17.8.2020 (SF).
70.116 Blomer›s Rivulet V. blomeri (Curtis) 
A typical year for this moth of woodland with wych elm. Records were from the usual areas.
62. Low North Camp, 23.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Wykeham Causeway, 24.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Newtondale, 
26.6, 17.7 & 14.8.2020 (GF); Ridge Lane Wood, 16.7.2020 (RWo, GF, SF); Ellerburn Valley, 23.7.2020 
(JW); Saltburn Gill, 24.7.2020 (DM). 
64. Hackfall Woods, 28.5 & 17.6.2020 (CHF); Ellington Banks (MOD), 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh).
70.119 Dark Umber Philereme transversata (Hufnagel) 
A healthy spread of records from areas with buckthorn. Records this year and in 2019 at Spurn may be 
due to the recent planting of alder buckthorn at Kilnsea to encourage Brimstone butterflies.
61. Kilnsea, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21 & 22.7.2020 (JHF, PCol); Wheldrake, 30.7.2020 (JOHS). 
62. Pickering, 25.7.2020 (LW); Wykeham Causeway, 11.8.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Sprotbrough, 16.7.2020 (DBo); Brockadale NR, 29.7.2020 (DWi); Rossington, 30.7.2020 (RI&JCH). 
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 25.6, 12.7 & 12.8.2020 (CHF, JCS, DMS et al.); High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, 
JCW, DMS et al.).
70.121 Scallop Shell Rheumaptera undulata (Linnaeus) 
We received record numbers of this attractive species, with ten sites reporting it for the first time. 
61. Nunburnholme, 13.6.2020 (RBa); Market Weighton, 4.7.2020 (PA); Wheldrake, 18.7.2020 (JOHS); 
Allerthorpe Common, 12.8.2020 (AF, TJC, PRe). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 24.6, 24,7 & 6.8.2020 (RWo, GF, AR, JHo, IM, MiP); Low Moor, 26.6.2020 
(DM); Harwood Dale, 18.7 & 8.8.2020 (SF); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 18.7.2020 (TAB); Riev-
aulx Moor, 31.7.2020 (RWo, SF). 
63. Austerfield, 17 & 25.6.2020 (SB); Barnsley, 24.6.2020 (JWil); Luddenden, 24.6.2020 (MHy); West 
Melton, 3.7.2020 (HEB); Holmbridge, 12.7.2020 (PB). 
64. Askham Bog, 14 & 24.6, 3 & 16.7.2020 (AF, RBa, PR); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 15.6.2020 (P&AR); 
Smelthouses, 24.7.2020 (CHF).
70.123 Tissue Triphosa dubitata (Linnaeus) 
The numbers of moths in some of the over-wintering populations in caves in the limestone Dales 
seemed to be reduced a little this year. The maximum count in the main cave was 115. The VC63 
records were from new sites.
61. Lund, one to light, 29.4.2020 (DA). 
63. Thorpe Marsh, one to light, 6.8.2020 (P&JS); Doe Park reservoir, over-wintering in tunnel, 23.11.2020 (MPe). 
64. Various caves in the limestone Dales (over-wintering) (DHo, PMi, N&DF, MB et al.).
70.128 Pretty Chalk Carpet Melanthia procellata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Records from its only haunt in the county where the larvae feed on traveller’s joy.
63. Brockadale NR, 13 & 29.7.2020 (HEB, P&JS, DWi).
70.129 Dentated Pug Anticollix sparsata (Treitschke) 
There is evidently a healthy population at Askham Bog. It has not been recorded anywhere else in the county 
since 2013 despite its food plant, yellow loosestrife, being quite common in damp lowland areas.
64. Askham Bog, several dates 20.5 to 3.7.2020 (AF, PMa, TJC, RBa).
70.134 Barred Rivulet Perizoma bifaciata (Haworth) 
It is difficult to explain the lowest ever number of records in 2019 (1) being followed by the highest num-
ber in 2020 (25) as this species is not usually subject to wild fluctuations and its food plant, red bartsia, 
is fairly common. Records came from sites spread across all five VCs.
61. Hunmanby Gap, 18.7.2020 (KC); Kilham, 24 & 31.7, 5 & 7.8.2020 (DAi); Flamborough, 5.8.2020 (MiP). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 24, 26 & 30.7.2020 (IM, MiP, AR, JHo); Skelton, 5.8.2020 (DM). 
63. Austerfield, 30.7.2020 (SB); West Melton, 9.8.2020 (HEB). 
64. Ripon, 21.7, 5 & 9.8.2020 (CNe); Bellflask, 23 & 30.7.2020 (BM); Otley, 9.8.2020 (AMS). 
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65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.); Nosterfield NR, 12.8.2020 (DBr).
70.137 Grass Rivulet P. albulata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Despite the Atlas suggesting that numbers and distribution of this species are increasing, it has not been 
doing well in Yorkshire over the last few years. Again, there were no records from VC64 and 65 despite its 
food plant, yellow rattle, being widespread, and records were confined to the south and east of the county.
61. Hollym Carrs, 23.6.2020 (MCo). 
62. Marske Beach, 21.5 & 2.6.2020 (DM); Newtondale, 19.6.2020 (GF); Skinningrove, 4.7.2020 (DM); 
South Gare, 11.7.2020 (DM). 
63. Kirk Smeaton, 8, 9, 18 & 20.5.2020 (P&JS, DWi); Austerfield, 20.5 & 16.7.2020 (SB); Sheffield, 
20.5.2020 (AG); Rotherham, 21.5.2020 (MSm); Sheffield, 21.5.2020 (CRou); Brockadale NR, 22.5.2020 
(P&JS); West Melton, 26.5.2020 (HEB); Wintersett Country Park, 2.6.2020 (PSm et al.); Stocksbridge, 
3.6.2020 (GS).
70.139 Barred Carpet Martania taeniata (Stephens) 
A poor year with only three records, all from the usual areas.
62. Goathland, 31.7.2020 (WN). 
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh); Grass Wood, 6.8.2020 (PMi, ARh).
Pugs (Eupithecia and related species)
Pugs continue to cause problems and it is likely that they always will. It is really no disgrace to say that you 
don’t know. Please don’t record them to species level unless you sure. Two golden rules are not to try to 
identify worn specimens and to ignore melanics, as several species have melanic forms. Wait until you have 
nice fresh specimens and get to know the common ones first. Make sure you are happy with Brindled Pug 
in the spring and then Common Pug and Grey Pug, in other words get to know the common ones first. Pay 
attention to the flight time, the size and shape, the way it holds its wings, the presence and shape of the discal 
spot, and the presence of bands or spots on the thorax or abdomen. There is still too much guessing going on 
at times. We can tell because your Maple Pug in May or your Brindled Pug in July is not going to be correct. 
Beware of people confidently identifying your Pugs on Twitter or Facebook. They are frequently incorrect. Take 
the plunge and start to dissect some. It’s surprising how often you will find you are wrong. It is sobering to find 
that a large percentage of your exciting-looking specimens turn out to be Common Pug, as this can be a very 
variable beast. Two books which are essential are Riley and Prior’s British and Irish Pug Moths and Brian 
Hancock’s Pug Moths of North West England. Both are packed with useful information. If you are sending us 
photos, please tell us the wing length and where you caught it. If you want to confidently find some of the less 
common species, “dusking” in the evening with a torch and net round the food plant is often a better way than 
light trapping.
70.143 Sloe Pug Pasiphila chloerata (Mabille) 
This species may be passed over as a faded Green Pug, or sometimes other species, as like many 
green moths, it loses its green colour quite quickly. It is not common in gardens but it ought to be com-
moner where there are good stands of blackthorn. A salmon-pink belt at the base of the abdomen is a 
useful feature at times. We never receive many records so this is quite a good year.
61. Kilnwick, 25.5 & 20.6.2020 (MCo). 
63. Austerfield, 25.5 & 13.6.2020 (SB). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 25.6.2020 (CHF).
70.145 Bilberry Pug P. debiliata (Hübner) 
This attractive and quite distinctive moth was first found in Yorkshire in 2016; these are the fifth to sev-
enth county records. The extension of range this year to the east of VC62 is large, and it is likely that it 
occurs undetected at many other sites. It comes to light but it may be more easily found at dusk in lightly 
wooded areas with bilberry and a cover of scots pine.
62. Low Moor, 26.6 & 5.8.2020 (DM). NEW VC RECORD. 
64. East of Otley, 14.7.2020 (AMS).
70.146 Haworth's Pug Eupithecia haworthiata (Doubleday) 
This species has a restricted distribution in Yorkshire as its food plant, traveller’s joy, is not common. 
Most records come from the magnesian limestone belt down the centre of the county, though some 
years we get records from VC61. Distinctive when fresh, it can be hard to identify when worn. It’s dimin-
utive size, the pinkish-orange colouration on the base of the abdomen and sometimes on the thorax, 
and the presence of the food plant are good pointers. 
63. Kirk Smeaton, 24.6.2020 (DWi); Brockadale NR, 29.7.2020 (P&JS). 
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.).
70.148 Maple Pug E. inturbata (Hübner) 
Over the last three years, records of this tiny Pug have increased substantially, particularly in VC61 
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where it used to be scarce. It is not obvious wheth-
er this is due to greater awareness or whether 
there has been a genuine increase, though the 
Atlas suggests that there has been some recent 
expansion of its range. The vast majority are 
caught in late July and the first half of August, so 
moths outside these dates are often errors. Take 
care not to confuse it with Slender Pug which can 
look very similar. Worn examples should be con-
firmed by dissection.
61. North Ferriby, 29.7, 6 & 11.8.2020 (IM); Cat-
wick, 31.7 & 7.8.2020 (JM); Tophill Low NR, 31.7 
& 7.8.2020 (MHo, DF); Risby, 5.8.2020 (ADN); 
Muston, 8 & 14.8.2020 (PQW). 
63. Rossington, 30.7 & 7.8.2020 (RI&JCH); Kirk 
Smeaton, 5 & 20.8.2020 (DWi); Ash Hill Farm, 
Moss, 6.8.2020 (HEB). 
64. Burley-in-Wharfedale, 30.7, 9 & 12.8.2020 (P&AR); Coniston Cold, 4.8.2020 (ARh); Ellington Banks 
(MOD), 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh); Sharow, 7, 9 & 11.8.2020 (JCW). 
65. Hutton Conyers, several dates 18.7 to 11.8.2020 (CHF); High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS 
et al.); Nosterfield NR, 12.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.).
70.149 Cloaked Pug E. abietaria (Goeze) 
The following records were highly unusual. We have only had seven previous records of this large distinc-
tive Pug and none since 2016 so it is good to report three moths, all supported by photographic evidence. 
The 2016 moth was in Newtondale so it is interesting to confirm it at the same site this year. Some records 
are thought to arise from moths on introduced spruce and other conifers but we certainly appear to have a 
resident population in the east of VC62. The Halifax moth was only the second for VC63.
62. Old Robin Hood’s Bay road, 24.5.2020 (GF); Newtondale, 19.6.2020 (GF). 
63. Halifax, 14.7.2020 (DSu).
70.150 Toadflax Pug E. linariata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A better year for this species but the long-term trend is a reduction in numbers. This is mirrored national-
ly. Take care not to confuse it with the larger Foxglove Pug which tends to fly earlier.
61. North Ferriby, several dates 30.6 to 20.8.2020 (IM); Cottingham, 3.7 & 15.9.2020 (AMc, AA); El-
loughton, 30.7.2020 (NBr); Welton, 19.8.2020 (NBr). 
62. Haxby, 22 & 30.6, 30.7.2020 (TJC); York, 24.7.2020 (AF); North Ormesby, 7.8.2020 (CCo); Skelton, 
15.8.2020 (SF); Scarborough, 14.9.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Skellow (Doncaster), 24.6.2020 (MT); Kirk Smeaton, 25.6.2020 (DWi); Cudworth, 18.7.2020 (CP); 
Rotherham, 17.8.2020 (MSm); Carlton (Barnsley), 18.8.2020 (DSm); Austerfield, 12.9.2020 (SB), Wom-
bwell, 14 & 22.6.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Spofforth, 3.7.2020 (AD); Brotherton, 31.7.2020 (DWad), Carlton (Selby), 30.7 (IH).
70.154 Marsh Pug E. pygmaeata (Hübner) 
A rather elusive species of grassy areas where the larvae feed on field mouse-ear. It is often seen flying 
by day and comes occasionally to light. Flamborough is a regular site, and all these moths were day 
flying. The Ingleborough record is more unusual. This moth came to MV light.
61. Flamborough, 9, 24 & 30.6.2020 (AAl). 
64. Ingleborough NR, 25.6.2020 (TMW, JP).
70.158 Juniper Pug E. pusillata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
The slow decline in numbers continues and it now seems to be most common in areas with native 
juniper rather than in gardens. 
62. Skelton Castle, 21.7.2020 (DM); York, 7.8.2020 (AF); Guisborough Woods, 11.8.2020 (PWF). 
63. Halifax, 7.8.2020 (DSu). 
64. Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW).
70.162 Dwarf Pug E. tantillaria (Boisduval) 
Scattered records from across the county. More trapping in spruce plantations in May and June would 
show that this species is commoner than records suggest.
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 16, 19, 20, 25, 28 & 29.5.2020 (TAB); Old Robin Hood’s Bay 
road, 24.5.2020 (GF); Skelton, 24.5.2020 (SF); Scarborough, 22.6.2020 (L&JW). 
63. Sprotbrough, 9.5.2020 (DBo). 
64. Spofforth, 28.5.2020 (AD); Coniston Cold, 14.6.2020 (ARh); Skipton Quarry, 23.6.2020 (PMi, ARh).
70.163 Larch Pug E. lariciata (Freyer) 
This species requires mature stands of larch. It is locally common in some parts of the county but much 

Bilberry Pug, Low Moor, 26 June 2020. 
Damian Money, first for VC62.
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less common in VC61 and 63. It is often more boldly-marked than some of the confusion species and a 
white spot on the metathorax can be a useful identification feature.
61. Lund, 24 & 26.7.2020 (DA); Muston, 25.7.2020 (PQW). 
62. Guisborough, 31.5.2020 (PWF); Low Dalby, 13.6, 17.7 & 18.8.2020 (JW); Newtondale, 19.6.2020 
(GF); Skelton Castle, 24.6 & 21.7.2020 (DM); Broxa Forest, 3.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Sutherbruff Rigg, 
12.7.2020 (JW); Swainby, 17.7.2020 (JH); Rievaulx Moor, 31.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Skelton, 1.8.2020 
(SF); Wykeham Forest, 7.8.2020 (IM, MiP); Hunter Noddle [Broxa Forest], 9.8.2020 (SF); Dalby Forest, 
20.8.2020 (JW), Marske, 21.7.2020 (KaB). 
64. Burley-in-Wharfedale, 21.5.2020 (P&AR); Coniston Cold, 2, 15, 20 & 24.6.2020 (ARh); Ingleborough 
NR, 25.6.2020 (TMW, JP).
70.164 Fletcher›s Pug or Pauper Pug E. egenaria (Herrich-Schäffer) 
This is the only new macro moth for the county in 2020 and was predicted in the 2017 report. It was first 
found in the UK in 1962 in the Wye Valley though old specimens showed that it had existed in Norfolk 
in the 1950s. It has been spreading in our direction and is known to occur in north Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire. It needs mature stands of small-leaved or large-leaved lime and flies in May and June. It 
has a distinctive double postmedial line when fresh, though this moth at the end of its flight period was 
worn and needed dissection for confirmation. It is likely to occur elsewhere.
64. Hackfall Woods, 17.6.2020 (CHF). NEW COUNTY RECORD
70.165 Pimpinel Pug E. pimpinellata (Hübner) 
A very local species with scattered records across the county, but particularly in the Ripon area. This is 
another species where targeted dusking around its food plants, in this case burnet saxifrage and greater 
burnet saxifrage, would produce more records.
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 26, 13, 16 & 26.6.2020 (CHF).
70.166 Plain Pug E. simpliciata (Haworth) 
A record year for this large Pug with 55 records of 77 moths from 26 sites across all five VCs. Most 
records as usual were in the south and east of the county.
70.169 Angle-barred Pug E. innotata (Hufnagel) 
We have two populations of this species in the county, coastal moths feed on sea buckthorn whilst those 
in western parts of the county (previously called Ash Pug) feed on Ash. It is rare in other parts of the 
county and we need to see the evidence if you catch it out of its normal area. There have been very few 
records from the Spurn area in recent years.
61. Hornsea, 26.4.2020 (DRM); Kilnsea, 1.9.2020 (MA). 
64. Askham Bog, 20.5.2020 (AF); Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh).
70.171 Ochreous Pug E. indigata (Hübner) 
A record year for this pine-feeding species with records spread across all five VCs. Although rather drab 
and poorly marked, this is one of the easier Pugs to identify because of its resting position with “swept 
back” wings giving it a shape unusual in other species.
61. North Ferriby, 18.5.2020 (IM). 
62. Guisborough, 7.5.2020 (PWF); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 16, 20, 25, 26 & 29.5, 1.6.2020 
(TAB); Skelton Castle, 19.5.2020 (DM); Scarborough, 26.5.2020 (L&JW); York, 15.6.2020 (AF). 
63. Rossington, 7.5.2020 (RI&JCH); Rotherham, 10.5.2020 (MSm); Austerfield, 17, 20 & 21.5.2020 (SB). 
64. Sherburn-in-Elmet, 20.5.2020 (CSt); Sharow, 21.5.2020 (JCW); Alwoodley, 29.5.2020 (AWo); Bur-
ley-in-Wharfedale, 2.6.2020 (P&AR). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 21 & 25.5.2020 (CHF); Lartington, 24.6.2020 (PWe).
70.175 Triple-spotted Pug E. trisignaria (Herrich-Schäffer) 
Another very poor year for this species of damp areas with angelica. Targeted searching of flower heads 
for the larvae may show this species to be more common than the records suggest.
62. York, 21.7.2020 (AF); Skelton, 6.8.2020 (SF).
70.177 Satyr Pug E. satyrata (Hübner) 
A typical year for this moth of heathy areas and calcareous uplands. All were caught at light apart from 
Strensall Common where the records were of day-flying moths.
62. Strensall Common, 4, 8 & 10.7.2020 (PMa, YB). 
63. Austerfield, 29.5, 11 & 15.6.2020 (SB). 
64. Low Bentham, 28.5.2020 (TMW); Askham Bog, 2, 14 & 26.6, 3.7.2020 (AF, TJC, RBa); Moughton, 
24.7.2020 (TMW).
70.181 Valerian Pug E. valerianata (Hübner) 
We receive few records of this local moth. Dusking in areas of damp woodland and wetlands with 
common valerian would probably reveal many more sites. 
64. Coniston Cold, 2.6.2020 (ARh); Askham Bog, 24.6.2020 (AF).
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70.186 Yarrow Pug E. millefoliata (Rössler) 
For the third year running, this species has been seen at the same site in the extreme south-east of the 
county. It is spreading and really should appear at other sites in the next few years.
63. Austerfield, 6.8.2020 (SB).
70.187 Tawny Speckled Pug E. icterata (Villers) 
This species used to be common and widespread, but numbers have been gradually decreasing for several 
years. It should occur in a variety of habitats and there is certainly no shortage of its main food plant, yarrow, 
so the decline is difficult to explain. There were no records this year from the south-west of the county and 
this is the first year ever that there have been no records at all from VC64. 
61. North Frodingham, 13.7.2020 (AAl); Hunmanby Gap, 8.8.2020 (KC); Lund, 11.8 & 12.9.2020 (MCo, 
DA); Kilnwick, 14.8.2020 (MCo); Flamborough, 20.8.2020 (DSi); Barmby Moor, 23.8 & 11.9.2020 (PRe). 
62. Rievaulx Moor, 31.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Marske Beach, 1 & 11.8.2020 (DM); Marske Headland, 8 & 
11.8.2020 (KaB, JMon); Scarborough, 14.8.2020 (AR, JHo); Saltburn, 1.9.2020 (IE). 
63. Austerfield, several dates 31.7 to 14.9.2020 (SB). 
65. Healey, 9.8.2020 (DMS, IW); Hutton Conyers, 9.8.2020 (CHF); Richmond, 28.8.2020 (CM).
70.188 Bordered Pug E. succenturiata (Linnaeus) 
A slight recovery from last year and there were records from all five VCs, but the long-term trend is 
downwards. This species feeds on plants of disturbed ground such as mugwort and wormwood, and 
most species utilising the same habitat are doing badly. We need to stop tidying up our countryside if we 
want them to return in healthy numbers.
61. Catwick, 1.6.2020 (JM); Kilnsea, 14, 27, 29 & 30.7.2020 (MA, JC); Wawne, 17.7.2020 (RMi); Hun-
manby Gap, 6.8.2020 (KC); North Ferriby, 12.8.2020 (IM). 
62. Marske Beach, 21.7 & 1.8.2020 (DM); Haxby, 5, 7 & 10.8.2020 (TJC); Guisborough, 10.8.2020 (RWo); 
Skelton, 15.8.2020 (SF); Hunter Noddle [Broxa Forest], 18.8.2020 (SF); Saltburn, 18.8.2020 (IE). 
63. Austerfield, 31.7, 5 & 13.8.2020 (SB); Carlton Marsh, 31.7.2020 (CG); Kirk Smeaton, 4 & 5.8.2020 
(DWi); Rossington, 10 & 12.8.2020 (RI&JCH); West Melton, 7.9.2020 (HEB); Wombwell, 19.8.2020 
(HBe & AH). 
64. Bishopthorpe, 25.7.2020 (JT); Micklefield, 11.8.2020 (ATi). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 29.7.2020 (CHF).
70.189 Shaded Pug E. subumbrata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Records from its only current site in the county where it has been seen for the last few years.
63. Austerfield, 29.5, 2 & 24.6.2020 (SB).
70.191 Manchester Treble-bar Carsia sororiata (Hübner) 
A record from the usual area on the Yorkshire/Lancashire border. The first record of this day-flying 
species since 2017.
64. Gill Beck, Leonard Moss, 8.8.2020 (TMW).
70.192 Treble-bar Aplocera plagiata (Linnaeus) 
This species is much less common than Lesser Treble-bar in Yorkshire. Nearly all of our records come 
from the south-east of the county, where both species occur, and from the west of VC64 and 65 where 
Lesser Treble-bar is uncommon. This year we had a confirmed record from the east of VC62, the first 
since 1988. If you catch it away from the core areas we really do need to make sure you have looked at 
the underside of the tip of the abdomen (if male), so put it in a container and use the pictures in Waring 
and Townsend’s field guide – page 134 in the third edition. Do not rely solely on the shape of the basal 
cross band though this can be a useful confirmatory feature. To illustrate how common Lesser Tre-
ble-bar is in the county, we received 131 records of 423 moths from 43 sites.
62. Saltburn, 22.9.2020 (IE). 
63. Wenthillside, 12.5, 31.7, 6, 7 & 17.8.2020 (LD); Balby, 20.5 & 7.6.2020 (PG); Owston, 21 & 
25.5.2020 (MaP); Rossington, 21.8.2020 (RI&JCH). 
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh); High Bentham, 16 & 20.9.2020 (RF).
70.195 Streak Chesias legatella ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
We usually receive few records of this local broom-feeding moth which flies late in the season.
63. Austerfield, 29.9, 16, 20 & 29.10.2020 (SB); Linthwaite, 20.10.2020 (AB). 
64. Little Preston, 24.9.2020 (JMa), Carlton, 23.10.2020 (IH).
70.198 Seraphim Lobophora halterata (Hufnagel) 
A healthy total of records for this moth of aspen and poplar woodland. It is a rather variable species 
which commonly causes confusion. 
61. Skidby, 17, 19 & 24.5.2020 (ADN); Wawne, 24.5.2020 (RMi); North Cliffe Wood, 21 & 29.5.2020 (IM, 
ADN, JM). 
62. York, 19.5.2020 (AF); Scarborough, 19.5.2020 (L&JW); Husthwaite, 20.5.2020 (KG); Sunbeck Wood, 
Brafferton Spring, 20.5.2020 (TAB); Strensall, 21.5.2020 (YB); Haxby, 23.5.2020 (TJC); Wykeham Cause-
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way, 25.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Scarborough, 14.6.2020 (L&JW). 
63. Fishlake, 9.5.2020 (RP); Pledwick (Wakefield), 9.5.2020 (MHe); Rossington, 17.5.2020 (RI&JCH); 
Austerfield, 17, 19 & 20.5, 2.6.2020 (SB); Rotherham, 20 & 26.5.2020 (MSm); Sprotbrough, 21.5 & 
18.6.2020 (DBo); Wintersett Country Park, 25.5.2020 (PSm et al.); Bramley, 2.6.2020 (JWC). 
64. Alwoodley, 19.5.2020 (PRM); Askham Bog, 25.5.2020 (AF); Carlton, 20, 21 & 25.5 (IH). 
65. Hutton Conyers, several dates 9.5 to 14.6.2020 (CHF).
70.201 Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Records from the usual site in upper Wharfedale.
64. Grass Wood, to light, 28.5.2020 (PMi, ARh); larvae on privet, 2.6.2020 (PMi).
70.203 Orange Underwing Archiearis parthenias (Linnaeus) 
Records of this day-flying species fluctuate a lot from year to year, dependent upon the number of 
warm sunny days in March and April. It is surprising that there were not many records this year, but 
perhaps recorders were all locked down and confined to barracks.
62. Low Moor, 25.3 & 5.4.2020 (RWo, PWF); Pickering, 27.3.2020 (LW); Strensall Common, 14.4.2020 (YB). 
63. Dearne Valley Park, 6.3.2020 (CP); Wadsley and Loxley Commons, 16.3.2020 (AS); Bramley, 
27.3.2020 (JWC); Thorne Moors, 9, 16 & 22.3.2020 (MWa). 
64. Spring Wood, Baildon, 24.3.2020 (PHu).
70.206 Clouded Magpie Abraxas sylvata (Scopoli) 
A slightly better year for this rather local moth of elm-rich woodland. Stokesley is a new area.
62. Ashberry Pasture, 30.5 & 22.6.2020 (KG, SF); Stokesley, 2.6.2020 (EG); Low North Camp, 
23.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Troutsdale, 25.6.2020 (IM, MiP et al.); Beck Hole, 11.7.2020 (SN). 
64. Hackfall Woods, 28.5.2020 (CHF).
70.208 Scorched Carpet Ligdia adustata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A typical year with scattered records across the county in areas with spindle. The Bradford record is 
from a new area and the Hemingbrough record is only the third for VC61. This species is much com-
moner in the south of England and we are near the northern edge of its range.
61. Hemingbrough, 16.6.2020 (KMc).
62. Pickering, 9.6.2020 (PSt). 
63. Low Moor (Bradford), 12.8.2020 (MVP). 
64. Tadcaster, 20 & 25.5.2020 (DBa); Ellington Banks (MOD), 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh).
70.211 Peacock Moth Macaria notata (Linnaeus) 
Another record from the east of the county following the two unexpected records in 2019.
61. Withernsea, 10.8.2020 (UR).
70.212 Sharp-angled Peacock M. alternata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Another poor year at its stronghold at Spurn and no records from further north in VC61.
61. Kilnsea, eight records, all of single moths, from 18.5 to 6.9.2020 (JHF, PCol, JCr, MA, LWi).
70.215 V-Moth M. wauaria (Linnaeus) 
We hope we are not tempting fate here, but the catastrophic national decline of this species which 
started about 20 years ago just might be starting to level out. This is the most encouraging year we 
have had for a long time, with records from seven separate sites including two new ones – Bromp-
ton-on-Swale and Helmsley. Numbers at Grewelthorpe, it’s most prolific site, hit record levels, and the 
two Pickering sites produced good numbers.
62. Pickering (Manor Drive), five records of single moths from 21.6 to 6.8.2020 (LW); Pickering 
(Kingthorpe), six records of eight moths from 13 to 24.7.2020 (PSt); Helmsley, 12.7.2020 (DIS). 
64. Grewelthorpe, 17 records of 26 moths from 15.6 to 3.8.2020 (MH). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 25.6.2020 (CHF); Brompton-on-Swale, 15.7.2020 (BW); Healey, 21.7.2020 (DMS, IW).
70.223 Barred Umber Plagodis pulveraria (Linnaeus)
A poor year for this species which in Yorkshire is confined to mature broad-leaved woodland in semi-upland 
areas in the north of the county. Dusking is a good way to find this species as it tends to fly relatively early.
62. Broxa Forest, 21.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Wykeham Causeway, 25.5.2020 (AR, JHo). 
64. Guisecliffe, 20.5.2020 (CHF); Pateley Bridge, 29.5.2020 (T&PB).
70.227 Bordered Beauty Epione repandaria (Hufnagel) 
An improvement on last year’s low numbers. Records from typical lowland sites with damp woodland.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 15 & 25.7.2020 (IM, ADN, MCo, JM, MI); Skerne Wetlands, 17.7.2020 (MCo, 
JM, MI); Wheldrake, 25.7 & 11.8.2020 (JOHS); Lower Derwent Valley, 29 & 31.7.2020 (N&SC, CSR); 
Tophill Low NR, several dates 31.7 to 13.9.2020 (MHo, DF); Kilnsea, 6.8.2020 (PCol); North Frod-
ingham, 7.8.2020 (AAl); Lund, 14.8.2020 (MCo). 
62. Tollerton, 31.7.2020 (MBe); Wykeham Causeway, 11.8.2020 (AR, JHo, JWe); Old Robin Hood’s 
Bay road, 20.8.2020 (GF). 
63. Austerfield, 30.6, 11 & 13.8.2020 (SB); Owston, 13.7 & 2.8.2020 (MaP); Kirk Smeaton, 30.7.2020 
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(P&JS); Haw Park, 11.8.2020 (PSm et al.); Swinefleet, 22.8.2020 (MJP). 
64. Bellflask, 26 & 31.7, 8 & 12.8.2020 (BM); Ellington Banks (MOD), 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh). 
65. High Batts NR, 31.7 & 6.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS. KH et al.).
70.228 Dark Bordered Beauty E. vespertaria (Linnaeus) 
2020 saw the continuation of very poor numbers of Dark Bordered Beauty on the Strensall monitor-
ing transect. We had the lowest total moths seen (12, a decline of 96% since 2009), the lowest peak 
count (4) and the lowest mean number per walk (1) since monitoring began, although the flight season 
returned to a more normal length after an exceptionally short one in 2019. In partial mitigation, moths 
were seen in all their main recent locations on the Common, and in one new one at the southern end 
of the SSSI, which we intend to monitor more closely next year. We are now considering different ways 
of regulating sheep grazing on the northern end of the Common to allow the moth and its host-plant to 
thrive, potentially including larger fenced areas.
62. Strensall Common, many records 25.6 to 24.7.2020 (PMa et al.).
70.229 Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia (Linnaeus) 
Records of this attractive day-flying moth came from typical upland areas of open woodland with wood 
sage.
64. Bastow Wood area, several dates 20.5 to 11.7.2020 (PMi, IP. ARh, LWi, AGra); How Stean Beck, 
27.5.2020 (CHF). 
65. Downholm Moor (Swaledale), 26.5.2020 (AMu).
70.231 Lilac Beauty Apeira syringaria (Linnaeus) 
Seven records of seven moths. A poor year for this woodland species whose larvae feed on honey-
suckle and ash. 93% of records on the database are of single moths, suggesting that this species 
occurs at a low density or is not strongly attracted to light.
61. Tophill Low NR, 3.7.2020 (MHo, DF). 
62. Little Gill Noddle, 4.7.2020 (AR, JHo); York, 31.7.2020 (AF). 
63. Haw Park, 25.6.2020 (PSm et al.); Old Moor, 26.6.2020 (HBe). 
64. Askham Bryan, 19.6.2020 (DLa). 
65. Hackforth, 21.6.2020 (DBr).
70.232 Large Thorn Ennomos autumnaria (Werneburg) 
All records, as usual, from Easington. This is its most northerly site in the UK.
61. Easington (Spurn), 12, 14 & 17.8.2020 (UR).
70.233 August Thorn E. quercinaria (Hufnagel) 
A better year for this species but the general trend has been a reduction in numbers in the last few 
years. Some people are still having difficulty separating this species from September Thorn. It occurs 
almost exclusively in the south and east of the county. We tend to query records from other areas and 
these are often errors, so if you find it outside the core area we will need convincing.
61. Lower Derwent Valley, 16.7.2020 (N&SC); North Ferriby, 18.7 & 4.8.2020 (IM); Kilnwick, 22.7.2020 
(MCo); Cottingham, 26 & 31.7, 7.8.2020 (AA); Lund, 5.8.2020 (DA); Muston, 10, 18 & 26.8.2020 (PQW). 
62. Strensall, 11.7.2020 (YB); Ashberry Pasture, 3.8.2020 (SF); Haxby, 5 & 24.8.2020 (TJC); Low Dal-
by, 14.8.2020 (JW); Scarborough, 18.8.2020 (BR); Pickering, 19.8.2020 (LW). 
63. Rotherham, 17, 19 & 22.7, 1.8.2020 (MSm); Owston, 5 & 6.8.2020 (MP); Fishlake, 14.8.2020 (RP).
70.236 September Thorn E. erosaria ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
Over the last few years this moth has become much commoner than the previous species. The bulk of 
records are from the centre of the county; it is unusual in the extreme west and virtually absent from the 
east of VC61. 2020 was its best ever year with 139 records of 293 moths from 43 sites.
70.238 Lunar Thorn Selenia lunularia (Hübner) 
Another poor year but this might be another effect of lockdown as it is rarely seen in gardens and 
needs a trip to upland wooded areas in the north of the county in order to find it.
62. Romanby, 19.5.2020 (AM); Wykeham Causeway, 30.6.2020 (AR, JHo). 
64. Giggleswick, 16.5 & 2.6.2020 (RW); Hackfall Woods, 28.5.2020 (CHF); New Laithe Farm, 1.6 & 
7.8.2020 (MB). 
65. High Fremington, 26.5.2020 (MW-W); Healey, 1.6.2020 (DMS, IW); Cotherstone, 13.6.2020 (PWe).
70.248 Brindled Beauty Lycia hirtaria (Clerck) 
An exceptional year for this species with 47 records of 74 moths from 17 sites, so for the second year 
in a row too many to list individually. The majority of records came from the east of VC63 where it is 
evidently doing very well, with several sites reporting it for the first time. There were also some good 
counts in VC62. One at Spurn was the first there since 2004.
70.253 Spring Usher Agriopis leucophaearia ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
It is difficult to make an assessment as to how well this species is doing in the county. Numbers fluctu-
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ate considerably from year to year and it requires a warm spell in January or early February to encour-
age moth trappers to dust off their moth trap and put it on for the first time. National figures suggest a 
slow decline though we get the impression it is doing well here in areas of oak woodland.
61. Lund, 5 & 31.1.2020 (MCo, DA); North Cliffe Wood, 10.1.2020 (ADN); Wheldrake, 15 & 28.1.2020 
(JOHS); Muston, 22.1.2020 (PQW). 
62. Haxby, 11 & 16.1, 2.2.2020 (TJC); Skelton Castle, 22.1.2020 (DM). 
63. Austerfield, 21, 24 & 30.1.2020 (SB); Sheffield, 23.1.2020 (AG); Halifax, 25.1.2020 (DSu); Rough 
Plantation, 26.2.2020 (UR). 
64. Sharow, 8.1.2020 (JCW); Nether Poppleton, 20.1.2020 (D&HT); Bellflask, 21, 22, 23 & 26.1.2020 
(BM); Skyreholme, 22.2.2020 (PMi). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 7, 21 & 25.1.2020 (CHF); Brompton-on-Swale, 21.1.2020 (TCo).
70.254 Scarce Umber A. aurantiaria (Hübner) 
This is another species where it is difficult to make an accurate assessment as many moth trappers 
consign their traps to the shed whilst this species is still on the wing. There were too many records to 
list individually; we received 76 records of 115 moths from 29 sites spread across all five VCs.
70.264 Satin Beauty Deileptenia ribeata (Clerck) 
An average year for this moth of conifer plantations which is much commoner in the north of the county, 
particularly in VC62. It was last seen in VC63 in 2016. Its dramatically feathery antennae and indistinct 
markings are usually enough to separate it from Mottled Beauty and Willow Beauty.
61. Allerthorpe Common, 11.7.2020 (HEB, RWo). 
62. Newtondale, 26.6 & 17.7.2020 (GF); Skelton Castle, 6.7.2020 (DM); Wykeham Causeway, 15.7, 5 
& 11.8.2020 (AR, JHo); Guisborough Woods, 16 & 24.7, 11.8.2020 (PWF); Skelton Castle, 21.7.2020 
(DM); Ellerburn Valley, 23.7.2020 (JW); Low Dalby, 25 & 30.7, 5 & 20.8.2020 (JW); Rievaulx Moor, 
31.7.2020 (RWo, SF). 
64. Bellflask, 23.6.2020 (BM); Coniston Cold, 3, 16, 21 & 24.7.2020 (ARh); Giggleswick, 12.7.2020 (RW).
70.267 Great Oak Beauty Hypomecis roboraria ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
All records from its usual site in the county. These are the first since 2017, however four records of six 
moths is the most ever received and suggests that the population there is healthy.
63. Thorne Moors, 29.5, 16, 20 & 22.6.2020 (RM).
70.268 Pale Oak Beauty H. punctinalis (Scopoli) 
Unlike the previous species, Pale Oak Beauty is more inclined to wander and its range is slowly increas-
ing. There were no records from its usual site on Thorne Moors, however Austerfield was a new location.
63. Austerfield, 2.6.2020 (SB).
70.274 Grey Birch Aethalura punctulata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A return to normal levels following the big drop in numbers in 2019, with records from birch-rich areas 
across the county with the exception of VC61 where there is a lack of suitable habitat.
62. Lealholm, 22.4 & 16.5.2020 (GF); Hutton Buscel, 26.4 & 8.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Strensall Common, 2, 
20 & 25.5.2020 (YB); Wykeham Causeway, 15, 21 & 31.5, 14.6.2020 (AR, JHo, RWo); Broxa Forest, 
21.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 25 & 26.5.2020 (TAB); Low Dalby, 28.5.2020 (JW). 
63. Keighley, 23 & 27.4.2020 (IHa); Rishworth, several dates, 25.4 to 25.5.2020 (EE); Wharncliffe 
Heath, 25.4.2020 (RBe); Thorne Moors, 19.5 & 3.6.2020 (RM). 
64. Spofforth, 22.4.2020 (AD); Brotherton, 23.4.2020 (DWad); Horsforth, 25.4.2020 (N&DF); New 
Laithe Farm, 25.4.2020 (MB); Guisecliffe, 15 & 20.5.2020 (CHF); Bellflask, 20 & 25.5.2020 (BM); 
Grewelthorpe, 21.5.2020 (MH); Askham Bog, 25.5.2020 (AF). 
65. Healey, 25.4.2020 (DMS, IW).
70.287 Annulet Charissa obscurata ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Some encouraging records of this rare moth of rocky coastlines from typical sites. We also have a small 
population in the Dales. Three at actinic light at Dib Scar were the first in Wharfedale since 1991.
61. Flamborough, 17.7 & 13.9.2020 (IM, MiP, AAl, AR). 
62. Scarborough, 14.8.2020 (AR, JHo); Marske, 8.8.2020 (KaB). 
64. Dib Scar, 23.7.2020 (PMi, ARh).
70.292 Grey Scalloped Bar Dyscia fagaria (Thunberg) 
Another good year for this moth of heather moorland with records from several new sites. As in 2019, 
some of these were well away from apparently suitable habitat.
62. Old Robin Hood’s Bay road, 24.5.2020 (GF); Saltburn, 31.5.2020 (IE). 
63. Keighley Moor, 28.5, 1, 14 & 16.6.2020 (IHa); Golcar, 29.5 & 2.6.2020 (CR). 
64. Skyreholme, 28.5.2020 (PMi). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 21.5.2020 (CHF); Healey, 1 & 13.6.2020 (DMS, IW).
70.295 Grass Wave Perconia strigillaria (Hübner) 
This species is most common on some of our lowland heaths where the larvae feed on heather, gorse 



                       Yorkshire Butterflies and Moths  2020  BCY / YNU      111

and broom. It also occurs in upland areas in the east of VC62. In a national context our colonies are 
important. Often seen flying by day, with counts at Strensall Common of up to 50.
61. Allerthorpe Common, 30.5.2020 (IM). 
62. Strensall Common, several records 20.5 to 19.6.2020 (YB, PMa); Fen Bog, 14.6.2020 (GF); New-
tondale, 26.6.2020 (GF).
70.297 Grass Emerald Pseudoterpna pruinata (Hufnagel) 
We receive few records of this species but it seems to be able to turn up all over the county in areas with 
plenty of gorse or broom. It is never seen in big numbers, 90% of our records being of single moths.
62. Wykeham Causeway, 26.7.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Austerfield, 26, 29 & 31.7.2020 (SB).
70.300 Blotched Emerald Comibaena bajularia ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A healthy year for this attractive moth of oak woodland. All records were from its core area in the south/
centre of the county. This population is its northern outpost in the country.
61. Elvington, 13.6.2020 (JSm); North Cliffe Wood, 16.6.2020 (IM, ADN); Hemingbrough,16.6.2020 (KMc). 
63. Austerfield, several dates 2 to 27.6.2020 (SB); Fishlake, 15, 17, 23 & 25.6.2020 (RP); Thorne Moors, 
20.6.2020 (RM); Owston, 21, 22 & 23.6.2020 (MaP); Rawcliffe Bridge, 22.6.2020 (RM). 
64. Askham Bog, 14 & 24.6.2020 (AF, RBa); Askham Bryan, 14.6.2020 (DLa); Wetherby, 17.6.2020 (DJR); 
Carlton, 9, 14, 22 & 30.6.2020 (IH).
70.303 Little Emerald Jodis lactearia (Linnaeus) 
A typical year for this rather elusive moth of scrubby areas with birch. We never receive many records, 
and 93% of records on the database are of single moths, so this is probably another species which 
is not strongly attracted to light. It might be more common than records suggest and looking for this 
species at dusk would almost certainly be a more fruitful way of finding it.
62. Haxby, 30.5.2020 (TJC). 
64. Askham Bryan, 31.5.2020 (DLa).

NOCTUOIDEA
NOTODONTIDAE

71.003 Puss Moth Cerura vinula (Linnaeus) 
An extremely good year for this large spectacular species with records spread all across the county but 
more thinly in the north.
61. Elloughton, 26.4, 26, 27, & 28.5, 10.6.2020 (NBr); North Frodingham, 26.4.2020 (AAl); Market 
Weighton, 14.5.2020 (PA); Hornsea, 18.5.2020 (DRM); Skerne Wetlands, 21.5.2020 (MCo); North 
Ferriby, 27 & 30.5.2020 (IM); Catwick, 28.5.2020 (JM); Kilnwick, 17.6.2020 (MCo); Wawne, 20.6.2020 
(KMM); Allerthorpe Common, larva, 1.7.2020 (IA). 
62. Skelton, 2.5.2020 (SF). 
63. Sheffield, 3.5.2020 (CRou); Keighley, 4.5.2020 (IHa); Northowram, 7.5.2020 (AC); Barnsley, 
9.5.2020 (JWil); Rishworth, 9.5.2020 (EE); Swinefleet, 9.5.2020 (MJP); Kirk Smeaton, 18.5.2020 
(P&JS); Bramley, 23.5.2020 (JWC); Austerfield, 2.6.2020 (SB). 
64. Brotherton, 18 & 26.4, 21 & 25.5, 2.6.2020 (DWad); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 24.4.2020 (P&AR); 
Bellflask, 27.4.2020 (BM); Askham Bryan, 15.5.2020 (DLa); Otley, 18.5 & 14.6.2020 (DOC); Spofforth, 
20.5.2020 (AD); Coniston Cold, 20.5.2020 (ARh); Little Preston, 21.5.2020 (JMa); Fairburn Ings, larva, 
13.6.2020 (AHa); Goldsborough, larva, 21.6.2020 (MRB); Carlton, 16.5.2020 (IH); Micklefield, 9 & 
14.5.2020 (ATi).

Pale Oak Beauty, Austerfield 2 June 2020 Samantha Batty,  Scarce Umber, Kirk Smeaton 14 Nov 2020 Dave Williamson.
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71.006 Alder Kitten Furcula bicupis (Borkhausen) 
A healthy spread of records from its usual range 
in the south and south-west of the county. This 
is now the eighth year in a row that we have had 
records and it appears to be becoming slightly more 
common.
63. Oughtibridge, 9 & 22.5.2020 (PBu); Holmfirth, 
9.5.2020 (HS); Sheffield, 20.5.2020 (CRou). 
64. High Farnhill, 26.5.2020 (NS).
71.007 Poplar Kitten F. bifida (Brahm) 
A remarkable year with a big increase in the number 
of sightings, and records from several new sites. Five 
records at Spurn are interesting as they are the only 
records in that area apart from four in 2015. Many 
people have trouble separating this from the much 
commoner Sallow Kitten. If in doubt, it’s Sallow Kitten. 
Poplar Kitten is a much longer-winged moth and look 
very different when seen together.
61. Easington (Spurn), 25 & 26.5, 27.6, 8 & 9.8.2020 (MFS); Cottingham, 26.5.2020 (AMc). 
62. Skelton, 25.5, 11 & 12.8.2020 (DM). 
63. Austerfield, 12.4 & 20.6.2020 (SB); Kirk Smeaton, 26.4 & 25.7.2020 (DWi); Sprotbrough, 21.5.2020 
(DBo); Wintersett Country Park, 21.5.2020 (PSm et al.); Wombwell, 21.6.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Brotherton, 25.5.2020 (DWad); Meanwood, 8.6.2020 (IH); Alwoodley, 17.6.2020 (PRM); Otley, 
5.8.2020 (AMS); Burton Salmon, 12.8.2020 (PT). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 31.5.2020 (CHF).
71.010 Marbled Brown Drymonia dodonaea ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
An average year for this rather local moth of mature oak woodland with all records from its core area in 
the centre of the county.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 21 & 25.5.2020 (ADN, JM). 
62. Strensall Village and Common, 21.5, 2 & 14.6.2020 (YB); Haxby, 28.5.2020 (TJC). 
64. Askham Bog, 20.5, 2 & 14.6.2020 (AF, TJC, RBa).
71.011 Lunar Marbled Brown D. ruficornis (Hufnagel) 
A fall in numbers from last year’s record totals but still too many to list individually. 40 records of 47 
moths from twenty sites from oak-rich areas of the county.
71.027 Chocolate-tip Clostera curtula (Linnaeus) 
 This species recolonised the county in 2009 and has been seen every year since 2013 in increasing 
numbers. This year the range has increased dramatically to the north and to the west and we now have 
records in VC62 and 64 for the first time. It will be fascinating to see whether the range continues to 
expand or whether there will be a period of contraction and consolidation before a further push forward. 
There were five moths from a second brood this year.
61. Catwick, 18.4.2020 (JM); Market Weighton, 26.4.2020 (PA); Easington (Spurn), 15.5.2020 (MFS); Kiln-
sea, 17.5.2020 (JHF); Skidby, 20.5.2020 (ADN); Lower Derwent Valley, 21.5 & 21.7.2020 (N&SC); Lund, 
30 & 31.7.2020 (MCo); Hemingbrough, 26.4 & 20.5.2020 (KMc). 
62. Brompton, 20.5.2020 (AT). NEW VC RECORD. 
63. Sprotbrough, 8.4.2020 (DBo); Barnsley, 10.4.2020 (JWil); Austerfield, several dates 15.4 to 
28.5.2020 (SB); Wintersett Country Park, 21 & 25.5.2020 (PSm et al.); Keighley, 26.5.2020 (AHa); Hali-
fax, 29.5.2020 (DSu); Rotherham, 28.7.2020 (MSm); West Melton, 8.8.2020 (HEB). 
64. Little Preston, 3.5.2020 (JMa). NEW VC RECORD.
71.028 Small Chocolate-tip C. pigra (Hufnagel) 
Records of larvae and adults from the usual two heathland sites in the county where the larvae feed on 
creeping willow.
61. Allerthorpe Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo). 
62. Strensall Common, 7.5 to 17.7.2020 (PMa, YB, DWa).

EREBIDAE
72.007 Beautiful Snout Hypena crassalis (Fabricius) 
A slight reduction in the total number of records but it was found at an impressive 18 sites of which nine 
were new. It can now be found anywhere in the west and north of the county. The VC62 population 
which first appeared in 2016 is doing particularly well and catches of up to ten at light are not uncom-
mon. This is another species which seems to fly fairly early so dusking in open woodland with bilberry 

Alder Kitten, Nancy Stedman, High Farnhill, 
26 May 2020, one of  five records this year.
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can be productive.
62. Broxa Forest, 13.6 & 13.7.2020 (RWo, SF); 
Harwood Dale, 15.6.2020 (SF); Newtondale, 19 & 
26.6.2020 (GF); Duncombe Park, 20.6.2020 (SN); 
Low North Camp, 23.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Troutsdale, 
25.6.2020 (IM, MiP et al.); Rievaulx Moor, 2.7.2020 
(RWo); Little Gill Noddle, 4.7.2020 (AR, JHo); 
Sutherbruff Rigg, 12.7.2020 (JW); Pickering, 
13.7.2020 (PSt); Wykeham Forest, 7.8.2020 (IM, 
MiP). 
63. Doe Park reservoir, 28.5.2020 (MPe); Holmbridge, 
16.6.2020 (PB); Halifax, 24.6.2020 (DSu). 
64. Bellflask, 23.6.2020 (BM); Baildon, 24.6.2020 (JG). 
65. Foxglove Covert, 24.6.2020 (FCMT).
72.010 Black Arches Lymantria 
monacha (Linnaeus) 
Ten records from five sites represents the best year 
for this species which is consolidating its presence in the south of the county since the first modern-day 
record in 2004. One at Hebden Bridge was a major jump to the west.
61. Pocklington, 9.8.2020 (CMac). 
63. Austerfield, 31.7, 6, 11 & 13.8.2020 (SB); Rotherham, 1, 11 & 13.8.2020 (MSm); Hebden Bridge - 
Mytholm, 7.8.2020 (AzM); Fishlake, 12.8.2020 (RP).
72.023 Clouded Buff Diacrisia sannio (Linnaeus) 
This species is commonest on our lowland heaths. Most records again were from Strensall and there 
were no records from the colony at Allerthorpe. Does it still occur at Skipwith Common? It was last seen 
there in 1985. Away from these areas, we get scattered records from the west of VC64 and the east of 
VC62.
62. Strensall Common, several records of moths by day and to light from 29.5 to 30.6.2020 (YB, MR); 
Appleton Mill Farm, 21.7.2020 (PWh). 
64. High Bentham, 18 & 19.6.2020 (RF).
72.025 Wood Tiger Parasemia plantaginis (Linnaeus) 
Surprisingly all records of this day-flying moth of moorland and scrubby areas were from the west of the 
county. There were none from the usual sites in VC61 and 62.
63. Withens Clough, 16.6.2020 (UR). 
64. Beamsley Beacon, 14.5.2020 (KaB); Warsill, 1.6.2020 (MRB); Timble Ings, 14 & 20.6.2020 (N&DF); 
Kilnsey, 15.6.2020 (PMi); Scar Close NNR, 16 & 25.6.2020 (TMW); Bastow Wood, 24.6.2020 (N&DF); 
Kingsdale Head, 24.6.2020 (JPa); Barden Moor, 8.7.2020 (KaB). 
65. Grinton Moor, 1.6.2020 (AMu).
72.029 Scarlet Tiger Callimorpha dominula (Linnaeus) 
Hot on the heels of last year’s first record for the county in Leeds, we now have the second. Found in 
long grass, north west of York.
62. Beningbrough Hall, 4.7.2020 (MPet). NEW VC RECORD.
72.035 Rosy Footman Miltochrista miniata (Forster) 
This species was present in the south of the county in Porritt’s time but subsequently retreated south. 
One in Rotherham in 2009 hinted that it might be recolonising the area but it has taken until now for 
another to arrive. It is likely that we will see more records in the coming years.
61. Kilnsea, 7.7.2020 (JHF). NEW VC RECORD.
72.037 Round-winged Muslin Thumatha senex (Hübner) 
A very poor year for this rather local moth of damp places. It used to be common at Spurn but for the first 
time there were no records this year. Some claimed records turn out to be Muslin Footman.
61. Wheldrake, 26.6.2020 (JOHS). 
63. Austerfield, 6.7.2020 (SB). 
64. Askham Bog, 24.6, 3 & 16.7.2020 (AF, TJC, RBa, YB et al.); Askham Bryan, 26.6.2020 (DLa).
72.038 Four-dotted Footman Cybosia mesomella (Linnaeus) 
A typical year for this heathland species with records down the centre of the county. It can wander at 
times and one at Husthwaite was a new site.
62. Strensall Common area, records on several dates 2.6 to 5.8.2020 (YB, PMa); Haxby, 18.6 & 
12.7.2020 (TJC); Husthwaite, 2.7.2020 (KG); Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 18.7.2020 (TAB). 
63. Crowle Moor, 22.6 & 13.7.2020 (P&JS); Thorne Moors, 22.6.2020 (RM).

Chocolate-tip, Brompton, 20 May 2020  Alison 
Tubbs, first for VC62.
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72.042 Red-necked Footman Atolmis rubricollis (Linnaeus)
A second year of low numbers following the rapid expansion we saw a few years ago, with fewer sites and 
lower catches. Commonest in upland woodland with conifers, though it can turn up in other places. 
61. Hunmanby Gap, 27.6.2020 (KC). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 11 & 14.6.2020 (RWo, AR, JHo); Wass, 13.6.2020 (SN); Helmsley Bank, 20.6.2020 
(DIS); Hole of Horcum, 22.6.2020 (SN); Low Dalby, 23 & 26.6.2020 (JW); Low Moor, 26.6.2020 (DM); Newtondale, 
26.6.2020 (GF); Broxa Forest, 3.7.2020 (RWo, SF); Little Gill Noddle, 4.7.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Sprotbrough, 26.6.2020 (DBo). 
64. Scalebor Park, 25.5.2020 (P&AR); Timble Ings, 5.6.2020 (KB); Hoodstorth Lane, 8.6.2020 (SE); 
Rombalds Moor, 11.7.2020 (ASm).
72.046 Scarce Footman Eilema complana (Linnaeus)
With 325 records from 95 sites there are far too many to list individually, but it is worth mentioning that 
this species continues to expand its range and there were many new sites in the north and west. It 
occurs now over the whole of VC61, 62 and 63 and has reached the western half of VC64 with a record 
at Skyreholme near Appletreewick. It is still uncommon in VC65.
72.049 Orange Footman E. sororcula (Hufnagel)
This species is now well established in the county, especially in broad-leaved woodland, though moths 
can turn up in a variety of habitats. We received 49 records of 138 moths from 23 sites across the coun-
ty though it is uncommon in the north and west. Brafferton Spring Wood in the west of VC62 produced 
several counts into double figures, the largest concentration yet seen in Yorkshire. This species flies in 
May and June. If you catch “Orange” Footmen in July, they are likely to be the Orange forms of Buff or 
Dingy Footman. 
72.066 Waved Black Parascotia fuliginaria (Linnaeus) 
Four of the 13 records of this species in the county have occurred at this site. An elusive moth of boggy 
woodland.
63. Austerfield, 12.8.2020 (SB).
72.067 Small Purple-barred Phytometra viridaria (Clerck) 
Three records of this rare day-flying moth from the usual parts of eastern VC62, and one attracted to light at 
Strensall Common, the first there since 2015.
62. Lealholm Moor, 18.5.2020 (GF); Fen Bog, 25.5 & 14.6.2020 (IM, GF); Strensall Common, 5.8.2020 (YB).
72.069 Beautiful Hook-tip Laspeyria flexula ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
We have been confidently predicting that numbers of this recent invader to the county will fall as its 
parasitoids catch up with it after the previous ten years of rapid expansion. The opposite has happened 
and records continue to increase at an impressive rate. We received 462 records of 908 moths from 
124 sites all across the county with the exception of the north-west. There may be a lack of its preferred 
woodland habitat there or perhaps it just doesn’t like the uplands. Will numbers continue to increase? 
See next year’s report.
72.074 Beautiful Marbled Eublemma purpurina ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This migrant species is gradually becoming more common since first appearing in Dorset in 2001. The 
first and second Yorkshire records were in 2017 and 2019, and we have had three more this year, all 
arriving within a few days.
61. Easington (Spurn), 11.8.2020 (MFS); Skidby, 12.8.2020 (ADN); Kilnsea, 18.8.2020 (JHF).
72.076 Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini (Linnaeus) 
Numbers of this spectacular species have been building up in the south of the country both as a native and 
as an immigrant. It seemed to do well in 2020 and it is perhaps surprising that we only had one record. This 

Rosy Footman, Spurn, 7 July 2020, Jonnie Fisk, first for 
VC61 & second modern-day Yorkshire record.

Scarlet Tiger, Beningbrough Hall, 4 July 2020 Mark 
Pethullis, second county record
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was the 13th for Yorkshire and curiously was found at the same site as the previous one.
61. Flamborough, 20.8.2020 (DSi).
72.083 Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica (Linnaeus) 
A slightly better year for this day-flying moth of calcareous grassland with all records as usual in the 
centre and east of the county. The Atlas suggests a recent significant increase in distribution but this has 
not been seen in Yorkshire.
61. Fordon Chalk Banks, 7.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Kiplingcotes NR, 27.5.2020 (PA); Three Hagges Wood, 
Escrick, 9, 14 & 26.6.2020 (NH). 
62. Stape, Pickering, 9.5.2020 (LW); Ellerburn Bank, 20.5.2020 (DWa); Strensall Common, 25 & 30.5, 
17.6.2020 (PMa, YB, MR); Clifton Backies, York, 28.5.2020 (MWal). 
63. Barrow Stack, Barnsley, 19.5.2020 (CP). 
65. Nosterfield (Flasks Lake), 13.6.2020 (SWo).
72.084 Mother Shipton E. mi (Clerck) 
Another very good year for this day-flying moth of rough grassy places with 41 records of 83 moths from 
a surprising 37 sites. The majority of records were in VC63 and 64 with a lot of sites in the west of the 
county recording it for the first time. Ten years ago, we thought this species was in decline but it has 
been doing much better recently.

NOCTUIDAE
73.010 Dewick’s Plusia Macdunnoughia confusa (Stevens)
An old record surfaced when a photograph appeared on Facebook. This is the fourth county record. It 
came a month after the third, also in VC63.
63. Cawthorne, 11.9.2018 (UR)
73.014 Golden Plusia Polychrysia moneta (Fabricius) 
This species became adapted to cultivated delphiniums in gardens in western and northern Europe in 
the late 19th century, prompting a major expansion in range with the first British records soon afterwards. 
In the UK it is almost exclusively found in gardens. Over the last ten years, numbers have fallen in 
Yorkshire and in most of the northern parts of its range. The reasons why are not obvious. This was a 
poor year.
61. Beverley, 17.6.2020 (UR). 
62. Romanby, 12.7.2020 (AM). 
63. Rotherham, 18 & 24.6.2020 (MSm); Thornton (Bradford), 22.7.2020 (MPe); Oughtibridge, 1.8.2020 
(PBu); West Melton, 13.9.2020 (HEB). 
64. Sharow, 30.7.2020 (JCW).
73.018 Gold Spangle Autographa bractea ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Gold Spangle used to be much more common in the county but it is retreating from the south-eastern part of 
its range and has almost deserted the lowlands. This year there were no records at all in VC61. We received 
only 33 records of 36 moths from 24 sites, so nearly all records were of single moths.
62. Skelton, 12.7.2020 (SF); Newtondale, 17.7.2020 (GF); Common Cliff, 21.7.2020 (SN); Wykeham 
Causeway, 26.7.2020 (AR, JHo); Scarborough, 3 & 7.8.2020 (L&JW); Marske, 3.8.2020 (PWF); Har-
wood Dale, 8.8.2020 (SF). 
63. Sheffield, 17.7.2020 (CRou); Keighley, 28.7.2020 (IHa); Thornton (Bradford), 7.8.2020 (MPe). 
64. Coniston Cold, 30.6.2020 (ARh); Colt Park, 13 & 15.7, 7.8.2020 (TMW, JP, FM); Kingsdale Head, 
17.7 & 7.8.2020 (JPa); Bellflask, 19 & 31.7, 6.8.2020 (BM); Malham Tarn, 6.8.2020 (TMW, P&SF); Bur-
ley-in-Wharfedale, 7.8.2020 (P&AR); West Bradford, 10 & 11.8.2020 (BH); Alwoodley, 15.8.2020 (PRM). 
65. Foxglove Covert, 14.7 & 18.2020 (FCMT); Hutton Conyers, 23 & 25.7.2020 (CHF); High Batts NR, 
31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.); Marrick Moor, 13.8.2020 (PCo).
73.021 Scarce Silver Y Syngrapha interrogationis (Linnaeus) 
A further reduction in records this year. It is difficult to know whether this is a genuine decline or a re-
duction in trapping on moorland this year. All records were from typical sites in the north and west of the 
county. Records in the south and east are usually migrants but we have not seen any of these since 2014.
62. Low Moor, 31.7.2020 (DM). 
63. Keighley Moor, several dates 17.7 to 12.8.2020 (IHa); Golcar, 3.8.2020 (CR). 
64. Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW); Skyreholme, 25.7.2020 (PMi); Sulber Gate, 1.8.2020 (TMW); Ingleton, 
11.8.2020 (JP).
73.026 Silver Hook Deltote uncula (Clerck) 
A typical year at its stronghold on Strensall Common with good numbers of moths seen by day or 
trapped at light. There have been no records from other sites for several years now. It was last seen at 
Skipwith Common in 2014, Allerthorpe Common in 2006, and Thorne Moors in 1970. Does it still occur 
at any of these sites?
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62. Strensall Common, several dates 20.5 to 30.7.2020 (YB, PMa).
73.032 Nut-tree Tussock Colocasia coryli (Linnaeus) 
This species is locally common in broad-leaved woodland in the east of VC62. We get scattered 
records elsewhere, particularly in the east of VC64, but it is a much less common species away from 
its core area. The Atlas tells us that it is doing well across the country but there is no evidence of this in 
Yorkshire. There is also no evidence at all of a second brood which is now regular in the south and is 
becoming bigger than the first brood.
62. Low Dalby, 7, 16, 20 & 28.5, 15 & 19.6.2020 (JW); Fen Bog, 20.5.2020 (GF); Broxa Forest, 
21.5.2020 (AR, JHo); Pickering, 25.5.2020 (PSt); Harwood Dale, 15.6.2020 (SF).
64. Micklefield, 25.5.2020 (AT).
73.033 Figure of Eight Diloba caeruleocephala (Linnaeus) 
A more encouraging year following the all-time low total of four records in 2019. Records were from 
typical areas in the northern half of the county, though Great Barugh and Stokesley are new sites. This 
is a declining species over the whole of the country.
62. Stokesley, 16.10.2020 (EG); Guisborough, 16.10.2020 (RWo); Great Barugh, 22.10.2020 (PC). 
64. Bellflask, 20 & 22.9, 17.10.2020 (BM); Otley, 6 & 19.10.2020 (M&JC). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 20.10.2020 (CHF).
73.036 Alder Moth Acronicta alni (Linnaeus) 
Numbers of this attractive moth seem to fluctuate widely from year to year. This was a return to more 
normal levels following the poor showing in 2019.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 26.6.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); Kilnsea, 17.7.2020 (JHF). 
62. Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 20 & 25.5.2020 (TAB); Wykeham Causeway, 21.5, 14 & 
16.6.2020 (RWo, AR, JHo); Strensall Common, 9.6.2020 (YB); Lealholm, 15.6.2020 (GF); Skelton, 
25.6.2020 (SF); Husthwaite, 24.7.2020 (KG). 
63. Rossington, 9 & 19.5.2020 (RI&JCH); Austerfield, 9, 20 & 27.5.2020 (SB); Sprotbrough, 20.5.2020 
(DBo); Wintersett Country Park, 21.5.2020 (PSm et al.); Oughtibridge, 22.5.2020 (CBu); Mirfield, Hopton 
Woods, 26.5.2020 (LJ); Doncaster, 25.6.2020 (RM). 
64. Otley, 16, 20 & 25.5.2020 (JWi, AMS); Baildon, 17.5.2020 (JG); Askham Bog, 20.5.2020 (RBa); 
Sharow, 25.5.2020 (JCW); Hackfall Woods, 28.5.2020 (CHF); Meanwood, 2.6.2020 (IH); Pateley 
Bridge, 14.6.2020 (T&PB); Leeds (Cookridge), 2020 (PL); Carlton, 18.5.2020 (IH). 
65. Cotherstone, 13.6.2020 (PWe); Hutton Conyers, 14.6.2020 (CHF).
73.039 Sycamore A. aceris (Linnaeus)
A much better year for this species following a poor 2019. We received 51 records of 52 moths from 
32 sites, so all except one were of single moths. It has consolidated its core area in VC63 and there is 
evidence of further range expansion to the north and west with several records at the periphery of its 
range near Skipton and to Hutton Conyers – the first record for VC65. There were too many records to 
list individually.
65. Hutton Conyers, 17.7.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
73.042 Light Knot Grass A. menyanthidis (Esper) 
A quite remarkable year for what is meant to be a declining species with records from many moorland areas 
in the west and north of the county. There were also records from lowland heaths with many seen at Stren-
sall Common and a record from Hatfield Moors. Counts of up to 18 at actinic light on Keighley Moor were 
unprecedented. There were more records than the previous five years combined and more individual moths 
than in the last 13 years combined. Two records in August were unusual as this species is not known to have 
a second brood.
62. Strensall Common, 12 records of 23 moths from 26.4 to 9.6.20, larva on 21.7.2020 (YB); Gerrick 
Moor, 7.8.2020 (JMon). 
63. Keighley Moor, 13 records of 57 moths from 7.5 to 6.8.2020 (IHa); Northowram, 9.5.2020 (AC); Hal-
ifax, 9.5.2020 (DSu); Thornton (Bradford), 10 & 20.5.2020 (MPe); Wentworth Garden Centre, 27.5.2020 
(UR); Hatfield Moors, larva, 16.10.2020 (UR). 
64. Baildon, 21.5.2020 (JG); Waddington Fell, 2.6.2020 (MB); West Bradford, 15.6.2020 (BH); Kingsdale 
Head, 24.6.2020 (JPa). 
65. Lartington, 28.5.2020 (PWe).
73.047 Coronet Craniophora ligustri ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
The old native population in the western half of VC64 and 65 is unaltered. There were 17 records of 19 
moths in all the usual areas, as far south east as Burley-in-Wharfedale. The population which invaded 
the county from Spurn in 2010 continues to consolidate and inch forward a few miles each year. Num-
bers increased yet again, to 138 records of an impressive 208 moths. The Lower Derwent Valley and 
Kirk Smeaton are new areas, and the two populations are now about 25 miles apart at the nearest point.
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73.048 Small Yellow Underwing Panemeria 
tenebrata (Scopoli) 
A disappointing year with fewer records than last 
year and smaller numbers seen. The only count in 
double figures was 13 at Hutton Conyers on 19th 
May. Don’t forget that this is a day-flying moth of 
flower-rich grassland which we see in May. We 
have lost count of the number of records submitted 
of this species at light in August which are obvious-
ly other “Yellow Underwings”.
61. North Ferriby, 9.5.2020 (IM); Three Hagges 
Wood, Escrick, 19.5.2020 (NH). 
62. Hilton, 11.5.2020 (MPa); Caydale, 20.5.2020 
(DWa); Malton, 31.5.2020 (DF). 
63. South Kirby stack, 2.5.2020 (CP); Littleworth Park, 
6.5.2020 (CP); Austerfield, 9.5.2020 (SB); Dewsbury 
Country Park, 9.5.2020 (PD); Kirk Smeaton, 15.5.2020 
(P&JS); Mirfield, Hopton Woods, 18.5.2020 (LJ). 
64. Otley Wetlands, 8.5.2020 (P&AR); Bur-
ley-in-Wharfedale, 8.5.2020 (P&AR); Rodley NR, 
9.5.2020 (JWC); Otley Chevin, 25.5.2020 (AWo); South of Eccup, 31.5.2020 (AWo). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 7, 9, 19 & 26.5.2020 (CHF).
73.050 Wormwood Cucullia absinthii (Linnaeus) 
Ten years ago it looked as if we were going to lose this species in the county, but we keep on getting 
small numbers of records and this year the situation looks more encouraging. The VC64 record is par-
ticularly welcome as it is the first here since 2009. Perhaps lockdown put a halt to our obsessive drive to 
tidy up the countryside and build on brownfield sites.
63. Rotherham, 1.8.2020 (MSm); Barnsley, 7.8.2020 (JWil); Kirk Smeaton, 10.8.2020 (DWi); Hayfield, 
larva on mugwort 5.9.2020 (UR); Kirk Sandall, larva on wormwood 13.9.2020 (UR).
64. Micklefield, 7.8.2020 (ATi).
73.052 Shark C. umbratica (Linnaeus) 
This species continues to recover following the slump in numbers in 2017 and 18 but is still not back at 
the numbers we have seen in the past. There were 44 records of 45 moths from 29 sites, so virtually 
all single moths. The “significant long-term decrease” noted in the Atlas is borne out by looking at the 
Yorkshire data.
73.053 Chamomile Shark C. chamomillae ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A fairly good year for this moth of disturbed ground and field edges. The long-term trend however sug-
gests a slow decline. This is yet another moth suffering from our insistence that the countryside should 
look tidy. Ten larvae feeding on chamomile in a Mytholmroyd garden was a nice record.
61. Kilnsea, 25.4.2020 (JCr); Skidby, 9.6.2020 (ADN); Hunmanby Gap, larva 16.7.2020 (RBe). 
62. Haxby, 24.4.2020 (TJC). 
63. Dewsbury, 24.4.2020 (PD); Thornton (Bradford), 26.4.2020 (MPe); Austerfield, 8.5.2020 (SB); My-
tholmroyd, larvae 25.6.2020 (AC); Upper Armley, larva 19.7.2020 (CRog, LG). 
64. Barwick-in-Elmet, larva 1.7.2020 (CRog).
73.055 Star-wort C. asteris ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Another poor year at Spurn. Numbers have been low in the last five years.
61. Spurn area, eight records of nine moths 20.6 to 2.8.2020 (JCr, AMB).
73.058 Mullein C. verbasci (Linnaeus)
Another good year with 49 records from 38 sites spread widely across the county, predominantly in 
low-lying areas. 17 of these were of larvae, on various species of mullein, figwort and buddleia.
73.059 Toadflax Brocade Calophasia lunula (Hufnagel) 
This species has been moving rapidly north and west since the turn of the century. Our first record was 
at Spurn in 2007 but no more were seen until this year. In 2020, moths turned up at two sites in Doncas-
ter and one at Rothwell in May, and one of the Doncaster sites produced three further records, two from 
a second brood. This suggests that local breeding occurred. It will be fascinating to chart what happens 
to this species in the next few years. 
63. Rothwell, 21.5.2020 (KS); Doncaster, 21.5.2020 (RM); Doncaster, 27.5, 30.6, 5 & 12.8.2020 (NB). 
NEW VC RECORD.
73.061 Anomalous Stilbia anomala (Haworth) 
A big increase in numbers after some lean years. This is a rather local moth of upland grassland and our 

Sycamore, Hutton Conyers, 17July2020, 
Charles Fletcher, first for VC65.
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records are usually from western upland areas and from the east of VC62, though there have been 
several records spilling over into the north of VC61 in recent years. This year we have had two unusual 
records. One at Haxby may have been a wanderer from an undiscovered population at Strensall Common. 
There is no reason why it should not occur on our lowland heaths as it does in parts of its range, though 
we have no records from any of them. The second record at Kilnwick in VC61 is more difficult to explain as 
it is apparently a good distance from any suitable habitat.
61. Kilnwick, 6.8.2020 (MCo); Hunmanby Gap, 14.9.2020 (KC). 
62. Skelton, 8.8.2020 (SF); Lealholm, 12.8.2020 (GF); Haxby, 15.8.2020 (TJC); Low Moor, 15.8.2020 
(DM); Broxa Forest, 18.8.2020 (SF); Ravenscar Mast, 20.8.2020 (AR, JHo); Skelton Castle, 26.8.2020 
(DM); Skelton, 5, 6 & 14.9.2020 (SF); Scaling Village, 3.9.2020 (KaB). 
63. Rishworth, larvae 17, 18, 22 & 23.3. 6.4.2020 (EE); Keighley, 7.8.2020 (IHa). 
64. Sulber Gate, 1.8.2020 (TMW); Scar Close NNR, 15.8.2020 (TMW); High Bentham, 21.8.2020 (RF).
73.070 Bordered Sallow Pyrrhia umbra (Hufnagel) 
This is predominantly a coastal moth in the north of England unlike in the south and east where it occurs 
both inland and around the coast. About 5% of our records are from inland sites, but all were from the 
east this year. A slightly better year than 2019 but numbers are still low as the large Spurn colony seems 
to have declined considerably.
61. Flamborough, 19.5, 19.6 & 17.7.2020 (MiP, IM, AAl, AR); Hunmanby Gap, 27.6.2020 (KC); Kilnsea, 
30.6 & 1.7.2020 (JHF, PCol); North Frodingham, 19.7.2020 (AAl). 
62. Marske Beach, 21.5, 30.6, 21.7 & 1.8.2020 (DM); South Gare, 28.5.2020 (PWF); Wilton, 2.6.2020 (RWo).
73.074 Bordered Straw Heliothis peltigera ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Just the one record of this sporadic migrant this year.
64. Low Bentham, 28.5.2020 (TMW).
73.076 Scarce Bordered Straw Helicoverpa armigera (Hübner) 
This migrant species has been seen in Yorkshire now for the last 12 years in variable numbers. All 
records except one were coastal.
61. Easington (Spurn), 3.9.2020 (MFS); Kilnsea, 5.9 & 21.10.2020 (JCr); Hunmanby Gap, 8, 21 & 
24.10.2020 (KC, N&SC); Hornsea, 15.10.2020 (DRM). 
63. Kirk Smeaton, 30.9.2020 (DWi).
73.082 Tree-lichen Beauty Cryphia algae (Fabricius) 
The first record of this species was only two years ago but it seems to be developing a healthy pop-
ulation already in the Spurn area, and one at North Frodingham, quite a distance to the north-west, 
suggests that we will see further records as the population continues to expand.
61. Kilnsea, 25.7, 6, 7, 8 & 10.8.2020 (JHF); Kilnsea, 6.8.2020 (JCr); Easington (Spurn), 1 & 2.8.2020 
(AMB); Easington (Spurn), seven records of single moths 31.7 to 18.8.2020 (MFS); North Frodingham, 
5.8.2020 (AAl).
73.087 Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua (Hübner) 
We get small numbers of records of this sporadic migrant most years, though the majority, when we 
check, are typos for Pale Mottled Willow. It can turn up anywhere in the county but seems to have a 
strange aversion to being seen in VC62 where the first record was as recently as 2018. The Swainby 
record is the second.
62. Swainby, 13.8.2020 (JH). 
63. Wintersett Country Park, 17.8.2020 (PSm et al.).
73.100 Silky Wainscot Chilodes maritima (Tauscher) 
A large reduction in the number of records this year to a third of the levels seen in the previous two years. 

Toadflax Brocade, Rothwell, 21 May 2020, 
Kate Struthers, joint first for VC63.

Toadflax Brocade, Doncaster, 21 May 2020,           
Ron Moat, joint first for VC63.
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It used to be an uncommon moth in the county but in the last ten years there have been many more 
records and considerable extension of its range. This makes these figures quite unexpected.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 26.6 & 17.7.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); Catwick, 30.6.2020 (JM); Hornsea, 30.6.2020 
(DRM); Tophill Low NR, 3 & 23.7, 7.8.2020 (MHo, DF); Market Weighton, 23.7.2020 (PA); Allerthorpe 
Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo); Nafferton, 11.8.2020 (JSpe). 
62. York, 23.6.2020 (AF); Strensall, 4.8.2020 (YB). 
63. Carlton Marsh NR, 24.6.2020 (HEB, CG et al.); Carlton, 24.6.2020 (DSm); Swinefleet, 24.5, 26.6, 
17.7 & 8.9.2020 (MJP); West Melton, 27.6 & 15.8.2020 (HEB); Rossington, 1.8.2020 (RI&JCH); Winter-
sett Country Park, 11.8.2020 (PSm et al.); Wombwell, 21.6.2020 (HBe, AH). 
64. High Bentham, 11.7.2020 (RF); Bellflask, 16 & 31.7.2020 (BM). 
65. High Batts NR, 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.).
73.105 Bird’s Wing Dypterygia scabriuscula (Linnaeus) 
A good year with a record number of sightings but all from known locations. The majority came from two 
sites in the south-east of VC63. This species remains very local in the county. It is good to report it for 
the second year at Wykeham Causeway, its most northerly outpost in the country.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 25.7.2020 (MCo, JM, MI). 
62. Haxby, 23.6 & 3.7.2020 (TJC); Wykeham Causeway, 30.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Strensall, 3, 12 & 14.7.2020 (YB). 
63. Austerfield, several dates 8.5 to 10.8.2020 (SB); Doncaster, 19.5.2020 (NB); Rossington, several 
dates 30.5 to 25.6.2020 (RI&JCH).
73.106 Orache Moth Trachea atriplicis (Linnaeus) 
The only previous county records of this scarce and attractive migrant were at Easington in 2009 where 
the three records may have been the same moth re-trapped. Two more were found at the same site this 
year, one nearby at Welwick, and more surprisingly one found its way to VC64.
61. Easington (Spurn), 7 & 8.8.2020 (MFS); Welwick, 15.8.2020 (CW). 
64. Askham Bryan, 15.6.2020 (DLa). NEW VC RECORD.
73.118 Haworth’s Minor Celaena haworthii (Curtis) 
Another poor year for this moth of boggy uplands and lowland heaths where the larvae feed on cotton-
grass. In recent years we have many records of wandering moths well away from suitable habitat, such 
as the Wintersett record this year.
63. Austerfield, 6.8.2020 (SB); Rawcliffe Bridge, 8.8.2020 (RM); Wintersett Country Park, 12.8.2020 
(PSm et al.). 
64. Kingsdale Head, 23.7 & 8.9.2020 (JPa); Grimwith Reservoir, 6.8.2020 (JG); Malham Tarn, 6.8.2020 
(TMW, P&SF); Colt Park, 14.9.2020 (TMW, FM).
73.124 Butterbur Hydraecia petasitis (Doubleday) 
This is probably the worst year ever for this rather local species, with records from only two sites. It is 
not obvious why it is so scarce, as its food plant is fairly common over much of the county. The Field 
Guide tells us to try dusking around the food plant or to put our traps in or very close to large patches 
of it as it rarely flies very far. The Hutton Conyers site is however 400 yards from the nearest butterbur 
patch so it is capable of flying some distance.
62. Low Dalby, 13 & 15.9.2020 (JW). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 26.7, 9 & 11.8, 7.9.2020 (CHF).
73.126 - 9 The “Ear” moths Amphipoea spp.
There are few areas of the country which record all four species of Ear moths, but Yorkshire has 
healthy populations of all four so this makes life rather tricky. It would be nice to draw up proper maps 
for these species but knowledge of their distribution in the county is still patchy. This year we received 
137 records of 392 moths from 55 sites of undissected moths; most of them sent in (correctly) as “Ear 
Moth agg.” This is fine but it would be rather nice to get a few dissected. We are happy to receive small 
numbers of moths from new sites to help us understand the distribution more. Even better, you could try 
to dissect a few yourselves. The males are relatively easy apart from separating Saltern Ear from Large 
Ear which needs a bit of practice, especially inland where some have what appears to be intermediate 
genitalia. We had no confirmed records of Saltern Ear this year, though the majority of coastal moths in 
VC61 will have been this species. The following are confirmed records of dissected moths.
73.127 Large Ear A. lucens (Freyer) 
64. Malham Tarn, 6.9.2020 (TMW, P&SF); Guisecliffe, 14.9.2020 (CHF). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 26.8.2020 (CHF).
73.128 Ear Moth A. oculea (Linnaeus) 
61. Catwick, 7.8.2020 (JM).
63. Rossington, 10.8.2020 (RI&JCH); West Melton, 11 & 13.8.2020 (HEB); Wintersett Country Park, 
12.8.2020 (PSm et al.). 
64. Sharow, 11.8.2020 (JCW); Coniston Cold, 7.9.2020 (ARh).
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73.129 Crinan Ear A. crinanensis (Burrows) 
64. Malham Tarn, 6.9.2020 (TMW, P&SF).
73.138 Lyme Grass Longalatedes elymi (Treitschke) 
This exclusively coastal species is doing well nationally and expanding its range. Numbers in Yorkshire 
however have declined, mainly due to a reduction in records at Spurn. Numbers are smaller in the Tees-
side area but are stable there. It is rarely reported from the Flamborough area and the only previous 
records here were in 2011 and 2017. 
61. Flamborough, 25.5.2020 (MiP); Kilnsea, ten records of single moths, 26.6 to 18.7.2020 (JHF, MPi, 
JSp); Easington (Spurn), 27 & 28.6.2020 (AMB). 
62. South Gare, 28.5.2020 (PWF); Marske Beach, 30.6, 21.7, 1 & 11.8.2020 (DM); Marske, 3.8.2020 (PWF).
73.139 Twin-spotted Wainscot Lenisa geminipuncta (Haworth)
We sometimes list all records of this species but there were too many in 2020 as it has had another 
healthy year with 57 records of 62 moths from 33 sites spread across low-lying areas of the county. 
It often wanders away from its usual habitat of reed beds and can turn up in gardens at times.
73.141 Brown-veined Wainscot Archanara dissoluta (Treitschke) 
Like the previous species, this is a moth of reed beds but it is not quite so much of a wanderer. National-
ly it is not doing quite so well in many parts of its range. In Yorkshire, records increased about ten years 
ago but have tailed off and this was a poor year. 
61. Elloughton, 5.8.2020 (NBr). 
63. Blacktoft Sands, 30.7.2020 (MJP); Wintersett Country Park, 30.7.2020 (PSm et al.); Carlton Marsh 
NR, 14.8.2020 (HEB).
73.142 Small Rufous Coenobia rufa (Haworth) 
This species has been doing well in Yorkshire, and since the turn of the century it has expanded in 
terms of both numbers and distribution. This year there was a further increase to 62 records of 164 
moths from 35 sites. It remains uncommon in the west and north of the county. Wykeham Causeway 
had the record counts of 25 and 22 moths.
73.145 Mere Wainscot Photedes fluxa (Hübner) 
As in 2019 there were just two records this year, both from regular sites. There was no sign of the wan-
dering moths that we saw in 2018.
61. Allerthorpe Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo). 
63. Brockadale NR, 29.7.2020 (HEB).
73.146 Least Minor P. captiuncula (Treitschke) 
Just one record of two moths this year. This is a rare day-flying species of limestone grassland in the 
west of VC64. We received several records from other areas but these are always errors.
64. Kilnsey, 19.7.2020 (PMi).
73.151 Webb’s Wainscot Globia sparganii (Esper) 
This species was first found in Yorkshire at Spurn in 2002 where it formed a temporary colony for the 
next five or six years before disappearing. We have had scattered records since then at various sites 
in the county. 2020 was a more encouraging year with two very unexpected records at Hunmanby Gap 
and Rossington. Perhaps this is a prelude to further colonisation.
61. Hunmanby Gap, 18.8.2020 (KC); Kilnsea: Blue Bell Corner, 26.8.2020 (UR). 
63. Rossington, 6.8.2020 (RI&JCH).
73.155 Clouded Brindle Apamea epomidion (Haworth) 
Numbers of this species have declined recently, especially in the last five years, so it is worth noting all 
records. The Atlas however tells us that the population is stable across the country.
61. Kilnwick, 13, 24 & 30.6, 13 & 24.7.2020 (MCo); Lund, 14 & 30.6, 13 & 22.7.2020 (DA, MCo); Skidby, 
30.6.2020 (ADN); Hunmanby Gap, 17.7.2020 (N&SC). 
62. Lealholm, 15 & 20.6, 18 & 31.7.2020 (GF); Newtondale, 19.6 & 17.7.2020 (GF); York, 2.7.2020 (AF); 
Sunbeck Wood, Brafferton Spring, 2.8.2020 (TAB). 
63. Fishlake, 20.5.2020 (RP); Sprotbrough, 18.6.2020 (DBo). 
64. Askham Bog, 20.5.2020 (RBa); Spofforth, 26.5.2020 (AD); Bishopthorpe, 9 & 13.6.2020 (PMa); 
West Bradford, 10.7.2020 (BH). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 13.6.2020 (CHF, JCW); Asenby, 15.6.2020 (K&DH); Hutton Conyers, 6.7.2020 
(CHF); Hackforth, 30.7.2020 (DBr).
73.157 Large Nutmeg A. anceps ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
There were no records this year, but re-examination of an old photograph has confirmed a record from 
2018.
61. North Ferriby, 11.6.2018 (IM).
73.161 Crescent Striped A. oblonga (Haworth) 
Numbers of this species have been very low for the last five years and it has not been seen anywhere 
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other than Spurn since 2014. This seems to be a similar situation to what is happening in other parts of 
the country.
61. Kilnsea, 20.6, 6, 15 & 30.7.2020 (PCol, JCr, MPi, JSp); Easington (Spurn), 1.8.2020 (AMB).
73.165 Confused A. furva ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
We have two populations of this moth in the Flamborough area on the rocky coastline, and in upland 
western parts of the county. Records from lowland sites elsewhere in the county are nearly always the 
plain form of Dusky Brocade. It takes a bit of practice to tell the two species apart.
61. Flamborough, 17.7.2020 (IM, MiP, AAl, AR); Hunmanby Gap, 23.7.2020 (KC). 
63. Golcar, 12.8.2020 (CR). 
64. South House Pavement NR, 12.7.2020 (TMW); Malham Tarn, 19.7.2020 (TMW, P&SF); Coniston 
Cold, 23.8.2020 (ARh).
73.179 Orange Sallow Tiliacea citrago (Linnaeus) 
An average year for this moth of lime woodland, with records spread widely across the county including 
several new sites. Although it will use all species of lime, the biggest catches appear to be amongst 
native limes.
61. Tophill Low NR, 3.9.2020 (MHo, DF); Lund, 8 & 18.9.2020 (DA); Muston, 13.9.2020 (PQW); Skidby, 
13.9.2020 (ADN); North Ferriby, 15.9.2020 (IM); North Cliffe Wood, 15.9.2020 (IM, ADN). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 20.8, 10 & 16.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Broxa Forest, 2.10.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Doncaster, 7.8.2020 (NB); Swinefleet, 15.9.2020 (MJP); West Melton, 16.9.2020 (HEB); Austerfield, 
19.10.2020 (SB); Wombwell, 3.9.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Menston, 7.9.2020 (CGH); Burley-in-Wharfedale, 8.9.2020 (P&AR); Coniston Cold, 12.9.2020 
(ARh); Ellington Banks (MOD), 15.9.2020 (CHF, JCW); High Bentham, 16.9.2020 (RF); Sharow, 
9.11.2020 (JCW); Micklefield, 19 & 22.9 (ATi). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 6, 10, 14 & 28.9, 7.10.2020 (CHF).
73.183 Dusky-lemon Sallow Cirrhia gilvago ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A slightly better year but the long-term trend is a reduction in numbers. Most records tend to come from 
the centre of the county where there is still plenty of elm. It is curious that there are very few records 
from VC62 where suitable woodland produces good numbers of other elm-feeding species such as 
Blomer’s Rivulet and Clouded Magpie.
61. Easington (Spurn), 11.10.2020 (MFS). 
62. York, 15.9.2020 (AF). 
63. Owston, 21.9.2020 (MaP); Austerfield, 22.9.2020 (SB). 
64. Bellflask, 14, 15 & 16.9.2020 (BM); Staveley, 18.9.2020 (J&RU); Sharow, 28.9.2020 (JCW). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 12.9.2020 (CHF); Healey, 15.9.2020 (DMS, IW).
73.188 Flounced Chestnut Agrochola helvola (Linnaeus) 
A healthy spread of records for this moth of upland woodland and moorland. It is perhaps surprising that 
it has not been recorded recently from any of our lowland heaths. There are old records from Skipwith 
Common and Thorne Moors where it may still lurk undetected. One at Askham Bog was the first since 
William Prest recorded it there in 1883. 
62. Broxa Forest, 13.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Low Moor, 14.9.2020 (JMon); Guisborough Woods, 15.9.2020 
(PWF); Newtondale, 15 & 29.9.2020 (SF); Great Smeaton, 19.9.2020 (JE). 
63. Keighley Moor, 6, 9 & 12.9.2020 (IHa); Low Utley, 18.9.2020 (JSe); Keighley, 5.10.2020 (AHa). 
64. Guisecliffe, 14.9.2020 (CHF); Alwoodley, 15.9.2020 (PRM); Baildon, 15.9.2020 (JG); High Farnhill, 
19.9.2020 (NS); Askham Bog, 20.10.2020 (AF).
73.200 Tawny Pinion Lithophane semibrunnea (Haworth) 
Since first invading Yorkshire at the end of the 20th century, numbers of this species have peaked then 
fallen three times, possibly relating to changes in the predator/prey life cycle as numbers of its parasi-
toids alter. We now seem to be in a third “trough” and there were few records this year, all in the east of 
the county.
61. Lund, 10.4.2020 (DA); Muston, 16.10.2020 (PQW). 
62. Haxby, 8.3.2020 (TJC); Pickering, 22.5.2020 (PSt).
73.201 Pale Pinion L. socia (Hufnagel) 
Like the previous species, Pale Pinion invaded the county before the turn of the century, and built up its 
numbers rapidly. Since then, the population has risen and fallen in marked waves. This is the lowest num-
ber of records we have had for a long time. It will be interesting to see if this is just another “trough” and 
whether records will rise again. As usual for both of these species, we see far more records in the spring 
than the autumn. This is unusual amongst species over-wintering as adults.
61. Elvington, 11.4.2020 (JSm); Lund, 15.4.2020 (DA); Kilnwick, 13.9.2020 (MCo); North Ferriby, 
27.9.2020 (IM); Kilham, 8.11.2020 (DAi). 
62. Low Dalby, 15.4.2020 (JW); Skelton, 7.5.2020 (SF); Scarborough, 20 & 21.5.2020 (L&JW). 
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63. West Melton, 11 & 12.4.2020 (HEB). 
64. Pateley Bridge, 24.3.2020 (T&PB); Bellflask, 1 & 2.4.2020 (BM); Sharow, 5.4.2020 (JCW); West 
Bradford, 11.4.2020 (BH); Giggleswick, 25.4.2020 (RW); Otley, 20.5.2020 (AMS); New Laithe Farm, 
8.11.2020 (MB). 
65. Healey, 8.5.2020 (DMS, IW).
73.207 Golden-rod Brindle Xylena solidaginis (Hübner) 
A poor year for this heather-feeding species with all records from just one area.
63. Keighley Moor, 6, 7, 9, 11 & 12.8.2020 (IHa).
73.209 Red Sword-grass X. vetusta (Hübner) 
Another average year for this striking over-wintering moth of moors, marshes and heaths with records 
spread across the county. It sometimes tends to be a little commoner in upland areas.
61. Lund, 22.9, 16 & 17.11.2020 (DA, MCo). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 14.3.2020 (AR, JHo); Lealholm, 30.3.2020 (GF); Strensall Common, 7.5.2020 (YB). 
63. Luddenden, 15.4.2020 (MHy); Rishworth, 23.4.2020 (EE); Kirk Smeaton, 16.10.2020 (DWi). 
64. Askham Bryan, 3.3.2020 (DLa); Spofforth, 23.3.2020 (AD); Ripon, 29.3.2020 (CNe); West Bradford, 
30.3, 2 & 10.4.2020 (BH); Skyreholme, 1, 10 & 18.4.2020 (PMi); Grewelthorpe, 10.4.2020 (MH); New 
Laithe Farm, 18.4 & 18.11.2020 (MB); High Bentham, 25.4 & 22.9.2020 (RF). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 18 & 20.3, 16.4.2020 (CHF); Cotherstone, 24.3.2020 (PWe); Healey, 25.4.2020 
(DMS, IW); Marrick Moor, 8.5.2020 (PCo).
73.211 Angle-striped Sallow Enargia paleacea (Esper)
Our population of this birch-feeding species is important as it has a restricted distribution in the country. 
Records extend from Yorkshire, south and west to the west Midlands, so we have a significant propor-
tion of the English population. It also occurs in a separate area in the north of Scotland. In Yorkshire, it 
is absent from the western halves of VC64 and 65 and the eastern half of VC61. This was an average 
year with 65 records of a healthy 156 moths from 40 separate sites.
73.212 Double Kidney Ipimorpha retusa (Linnaeus) 
It is curious how the only population of this species in the north of England is in a small area of wet 
woodland north of Ripon centred around Bellflask and High Batts NR. Moths occasionally wander a few 
miles to neighbouring sites but rarely travel far. The population seems healthy, with several catches into 
double figures.
64. Bellflask, 21 records of 179 moths from 13.7 to 6.8.2020 (BM). 
65. High Batts NR, nine on 31.7.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.); Hutton Conyers, 14.8.2020 (CHF).
73.213 Olive I. subtusa ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
Numbers of this species have been gradually reducing since the turn of the century. The population as 
usual seems to be most healthy in VC61.
61. Skerne Wetlands, 17.7.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); Tophill Low NR, 17 & 31.7, 6, 14 & 20.8.2020 (MHo, 
DF); Kilham, 18.7 & 7.8.2020 (DAi); Allerthorpe Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo); Lund, 26.7.2020 
(MCo); Kilnwick, 6 & 8.8.2020 (MCo); Plaster Pitts Farm, 13.8.2020 (RBa). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 24 & 26.7, 5 & 11.8.2020 (IM, MiP, AR); Marske Beach, 1.8.2020 (DM); Low 
Dalby, 14.8.2020 (JW). 
63. Austerfield, 30.7.2020 (SB); Bramley, 12.8.2020 (JWC). 
64. Askham Bryan, 7.8.2020 (DLa); Ripon, 9.8.2020 (CNe). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 12.7 & 12.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, DMS et al.); Healey, 9.8.2020 (DMS, IW).
73.215 Lesser-spotted Pinion Cosmia affinis (Linnaeus) 
This moth of elm woodland is very local with most records either in the area north of Ripon or around 
Doncaster. We receive very few records. There are few sites in the northern half of England that record 
this species.
64. Bellflask, 15.8.2020 (BM).
73.220 Minor Shoulder-knot Brachylomia viminalis (Fabricius) 
This has never been a common moth in the county but numbers have gradually decreased and it seems 
to have been lost from a number of its old sites. It is now very local in damp woodland with plenty of grey 
willow. It is still regular at some sites in the east of VC62 and in the Ripon area, particularly on the MOD 
site at Ellington Banks where large numbers can be trapped – 25 was the largest count this year. One at 
Spurn was unexpected; the first for 70 years; the nearest populations are probably in Lincolnshire.
61. Easington (Spurn), 9.8.2020 (MFS). 
62. Harwood Dale, 8.8.2020 (SF); Goathland, 11.8.2020 (WN); Dalby Forest, 17.8.2020 (SF); Raven-
scar Mast, 20.8.2020 (AR, JHo). 
64. Ellington Banks (MOD), 3.7 & 5.8.2020 (CHF, JCW, AWh).
73.221 Suspected Parastichtis suspecta (Hübner) 
A slight drop in numbers this year but we still have a healthy population of this moth of birch woodland. It is 
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found locally all across the county with the exception of the north west and in the east of VC61 where there 
is less suitable habitat. Counts were particularly impressive at Wykeham Causeway with 28 trapped on 15th 
July – as 75% of records on the database are of single moths, this is a big total.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 15 & 25.7.2020 (IM, ADN, MCo, JM, MI); Kilnwick, 22.7.2020 (MCo); Allerthorpe 
Common, 24.7.2020 (HEB, RWo); Pocklington, 12.8.2020 (CMac). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, several dates 15.7 to 11.8.2020 (AR, JHo, RWo, GF); Newtondale, 17.7.2020 
(GF); Low Moor, 5 & 15.8.2020 (DM). 
63. Holmbridge, 16 & 30.6.2020 (PB); Austerfield, 26.6 & 6.7.2020 (SB); Hebden Bridge, 11.7.2020 
(AC); Rossington, 13.7.2020 (RI&JCH); West Melton, 15.7.2020 (HEB). 
64. Little Preston, 6.6.2020 (JMa); Askham Bog, 3 & 16.7.2020 (AF, RBa); Guisecliffe, 7.8.2020 (CHF).
73.228 Grey Chi Antitype chi (Linnaeus) 
Low numbers again this year. This moth is now rare in lowland areas, the only record this year being 
one at York. It still occurs in low numbers in upland areas in the west of the county and in the east of 
VC62, but counts are gradually decreasing.
62. Brompton, 3 & 7.8.2020 (AT); York, 11.8.2020 (MWal); Scarborough, 21.8.2020 (L&JW); Lealholm, 
22.8.2020 (GF); Low Moor, 3.9.2020 (DM). 
63. Keighley, 2, 10 & 12.8.2020 (IHa); Keighley Moor, 12.8.2020 (IHa); Halifax, 8.8.2020 (DSu). 
64. Coniston Cold, 12, 13 & 18.8.2020 (ARh); West Bradford, 12.8.2020 (BH); High Farnhill, 13.8.2020 
(NS); High Bentham, 14, 16, 18, 22 & 25.8.2020 (RF); Ingleton, 31.8 & 1.9.2020 (RN). 
65. Richmond, 10 & 12.8.2020 (TWo); Healey, 11.8.2020 (DMS, IW); Cotherstone, 26.8.2020 (PWe).
73.232 Northern Deep-brown Dart Aporophyla lueneburgensis (Freyer) 
We log all records that we receive of Northern Deep-brown Dart and Deep-brown Dart as one species. 
If we do indeed have two separate species in the UK, they are not reliably separated by wing markings 
or by dissection. The maps in the Atlas are based on guesswork and assumptions. Whatever we call the 
moths, we have two populations; one in the east of VC62 with very few recent records, and one in the 
east of VC63 extending just over the border into VC64. This second population seems much healthier. It 
occasionally turns up in other parts of the county.
63. West Melton, 7, 11, 16 & 17.9.2020 (HEB); Austerfield, several dates 11.9 to 6.10.2020 (SB); Ross-
ington, 12 & 20.9.2020 (RI&JCH); Kirk Smeaton, 15.9.2020 (DWi); Balby, 26.9.2020 (PG); Doncaster, 
28.9.2020 (NB).
73.234 Brindled Ochre Dasypolia templi (Thunberg) 
Typical records from upland areas in the west of the county, from the east of VC62 and from Flambor-
ough. This year however there were two strange records, well out of the usual areas. These were from 
Spofforth in September and Great Smeaton in October. Both records were submitted with good photo-
graphs. This is not a species which tends to wander, and the only similar records we have from lower 
ground in the middle of the county are back in the 1940s and 1950s.
61. Flamborough, 11, 15 & 21.10.2020 (AAl). 
62. Guisborough, 11.10.2020 (RWo); Guisborough Forest, 17.10.2020 (SF); Great Smeaton, 21.10.2020 
(JE); Gerrick Moor, 30.10.2020 (JMon). 
63. Keighley Moor, 8, 16 & 18.10.2020 (IHa). 
64. Skyreholme, 24.3 & 14.4.2020 (PMi); Spofforth, 24.9.2020 (AD).
73.235 Feathered Ranunculus Polymixis lichenea (Hübner)
This is predominantly a coastal species. There are relatively few inland colonies in the UK but we have 
some in Yorkshire, with most coming from near the cliffs at Knaresborough and in the west of VC63 in 
the Calderdale area. Numbers in general were a little reduced in the usual coastal sites which produced 
62 records of 126 moths from 13 sites. The inland records are listed below.
61. Wheldrake, 29.8.2020 (JOHS).
63. Rishworth, 21.9.2020 (EE).
62. Knaresborough, 14.9.2020 (LK).
73.237 Large Ranunculus P. flavicincta ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
A better year for this species. It was common across the county in Porritt’s time but then retreated 
south-east. We have a small relict population centred in the Bridlington/Scarborough area going inland 
to Pickering. There were no records from Spurn but occasional records there might indicate a small 
population or wanderers from Lincolnshire.
61. Bridlington, 9.9.2020 (KBa); Flamborough, 13.9.2020 (AAl). 
62. Pickering, 12, 16 & 21.9.2020 (LW); Scarborough, 14, 15, 20 & 22.9, 2.10.2020 (AR, JHo, L&JW).
73.246 Lead-coloured Drab Orthosia populeti (Fabricius) 
If your trap is near aspens or poplars in March or April then you may well catch small numbers of this 
moth. It is however rare in other habitats and not commonly found in gardens. The majority of records 
that we query turn out to be the “lead-coloured” form of Clouded Drab which should be suspected by 
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the longer and more pointed wings and the less 
bipectinate (feathery) antennae of the males. This 
was a poor year, but as we were all in “lockdown” 
in the spring, little trapping took place away from 
gardens.
61. Lund, 13.3.2020 (DA); Tophill Low NR, 20 & 
21.4.2020 (RSe). 
62. Great Smeaton, 20.3.2020 (JE); Strensall, 
10.4.2020 (YB). 
63. Kirk Smeaton, 10.4.2020 (DWi). 
64. Bellflask, 28 & 31.3.2020 (BM). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 24.3.2020 (CHF).
73.248 Northern Drab O. opima (Hübner) 
Recent records of this scarce species have all 
come from Spurn, so it is nice to see that it still 
occurs at Strensall Common. It ought to occur at some of our other lowland heaths but there has been 
little trapping there in spring over the last few years so its status there is uncertain. Claimed records 
from sites away from these areas are usually errors. This is a declining species and there are few sites in the 
northern half of the country where it occurs. 
62. Strensall Common, 2, 9 & 17.5.2020 (YB).
73.252 Hedge Rustic Tholera cespitis ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This moth of open grassy areas is in long-term decline across the country. Our database has a lot of re-
cords until 1982 then it went into decline in Yorkshire and became very local. It still occurs in reasonable 
numbers at several sites in the county but it is absent from many of its old haunts.
62. Wykeham Causeway, 23 & 30.8, 12.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Strensall Common, several dates 26.8 to 7.9.2020 (YB). 
63. Austerfield, several dates 14.8 to 13.9.2020 (SB). 
64. Menston, 7.9.2020 (CGH); Pateley Bridge, 15.9.2020 (T&PB).
73.257 Beautiful Yellow Underwing Anarta myrtilli (Linnaeus) 
A typical year for this heather-feeding species. It is often seen flying by day but also comes to light. 
Unlike last year, the majority were caught at light. It is equally at home on our lowland heaths and our 
upland heather moorlands.
62. Strensall Common, 20.5 & 5.8.2020 (MR, YB); Guisborough Woods, 11.8.2020 (PWF); Jugger 
Howe, larva 22.9.2020 (TE). 
63. Keighley Moor, 25.6.2020 (IHa); Rawcliffe Bridge, 8.8.2020 (RM); Wadsley and Loxley Commons, 11.8.2020 
(AS); Doe Park reservoir, 13.8.2020 (MPe); Thorne Moors, adult 12.8 & larva 15.10.2020 (MWa). 
64. Kilnsey, 29.5.2020 (PMi); High Farnhill, 13.8.2020 (NS).
73.261 Grey Arches Polia nebulosa (Hufnagel) 
A poor year for this species of broad-leaved woodland, in fact the worst since 2007. It is rather local, but 
there are usually good populations in the east of VC62 and in VC63.
61. North Cliffe Wood, 16 & 23.6.2020 (IM, ADN); North Ferriby, 1.7.2020 (IM). 
62. Wykeham Causeway, 11, 14 & 30.6.2020 (RWo, AR, JHo); Newtondale, 19 & 26.6, 17.7.2020 (GF); Ashberry 
Pasture, 22.6.2020 (SF); Low North Camp, 23.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Skelton, 23.6 & 17.7.2020 (DM, SF); Scarbor-
ough, 26.6.2020 (L&JW); Low Moor, 26.6.2020 (DM); Low Dalby, 2.7.2020 (JW); Skelton Castle, 8.7.2020 (DM); 
Guisborough, 14.7.2020 (RWo); Ridge Lane Wood, 16.7.2020 (RWo, GF, SF). 
63. Austerfield, 14 & 27.6.2020 (SB); Wintersett Country Park, 15.6.2020 (PSm et al.); Oughtibridge, 
21.6.2020 (PBu); Carlton Marsh NR, 24.6.2020 (HEB, CG et al.). 
64. Leeds (Cookridge), 2020 (PL).
73.266 Dog’s Tooth Lacanobia suasa ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This species has suffered a marked decline in recent years and this is the worst year it has ever had. 
The main stronghold is at Spurn where numbers have been decreasing for several years. It is occasion-
ally reported from sites in the centre of the county in low numbers and it may occur at a very low density 
at several sites. We sometimes get records in the extreme west of the county where moths wander from 
the healthier populations in north Lancashire and south Cumbria.
61. Kilnsea, eight records of nine moths 25.5 to 7.8.2020 (JHF, JCr, JSp). 
62. Haxby, 15.8.2020 (TJC).
73.272 Glaucous Shears Papestra biren (Goeze)
A big increase in records of this moorland species in 2020 means that there are too many to list 
individually. We received an impressive 59 records of 175 moths from 34 sites. Most of these were in 
the usual areas in the west of the county and in the east of VC62. There were however several more 
unusual records from lowland sites at Owston, Wintersett and Austerfield in VC63 and at Askham Bog, 

Northern Drab 2 May 2020 Strensall Common, Yves 
Bouvet, rarely recorded in Yorkshire.
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Bishopthorpe and Ripon in VC64. This species does have a tendency to wander at times, but it is not 
impossible that it is resident at Askham Bog. The biggest numbers were again on Keighley Moor with 
several counts into double figures. 
73.275 White Colon Sideridis turbida (Esper) 
According to national data, numbers of this coastal species have declined dramatically over the last fifty 
years. In Yorkshire this has been most noticeable over the last ten years. Figures have been stable in 
the last four years though at a much lower level than before. On a brighter note, two records on Tees-
side are the first there since 2006.
61. Kilnsea, eight records of single moths from 25.5 to 19.6.2020 (JHF, MA, JC). 
62. Marske Beach, 21.5 & 30.6.2020 (DM).
73.279 Broad-barred White Hecatera bicolorata (Hufnagel) 
A much more encouraging year for this moth of flower-rich grassland on calcareous soils.
61. North Ferriby, 25.5.2020 (IM); Easington (Spurn), 31.5.2020 (MFS); Kilnwick, 2.6.2020 (MCo); Market Weighton, 
19.6.2020 (PA); Lower Derwent Valley, 5.8.2020 (N&SC); Elloughton, 7.8.2020 (NBr). 
62. York, 26.5.2020 (MWal); Haxby, 9.6.2020 (TJC); Marske, 3.8.2020 (PWF); North Ormesby, 
11.8.2020 (CCo). 
63. Austerfield, 20.5, 6 & 26.7, 5 & 11.8.2020 (SB); Pudsey, 20.5 & 15.6.2020 (DNe); Rossington, 21.5, 
9, 14 & 30.6, 5.8.2020 (RI&JCH); Bramley, 26.5.2020 (JWC); West Melton, 26.5.2020 (HEB); Keighley, 
16.6.2020 (AHa). 
64. Brotherton, 21.5.2020 (DWad).
73.280 Small Ranunculus H. dysodea ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This species colonised the south of Yorkshire in 2010 and quickly spread to other areas in the south of 
VC63. VC61 was colonised in 2014, VC64 in 2017 and VC62 in 2018, but the number of records did not 
increase as much as expected. All changed in 2020 and we received almost too many records to list, 
but here they are anyway! There was marked westerly and north-westerly spread to Bradford, Bramley, 
Otley and a big jump to Coniston Cold. There was an even bigger jump to Middlesbrough and it will be 
interesting to see whether colonies will form on Teesside.
61. Skidby, 10, 11 & 14.8.2020 (ADN). 
62. York, 20.7.2020 (MWal); North Ormesby (Middlesbrough), 6.8.2020 (CCo). 
63. Rossington, 30.5.2020 (RI&JCH); Doncaster, 15 & 25.6, 16.7.2020 (RM, NB); Wakefield, 21.6 & 17.7.2020 
(JD); Barnsley, 24.6.2020 (JWil); Bramley, 25.6.2020 (JWC); Rotherham, 27.6.2020 (MSm); Wintersett Coun-
try Park, 28.6.2020 (PSm et al.); Royston, 30.6.2020 (CG); Carlton, 30.6.2020 (DSm); Balby, 13 & 16.7.2020 
(PG); Barnsley, 13.7.2020 (JWil); Kirk Smeaton, 30.6, 15.7, 2 & 3.8.2020 (P&JS, DWi); West Melton, 15, 20, 
22 & 24.7, 12 & 27.8, 14.9.2020 (HEB); Cudworth, 18 & 24.7.2020 (CP); Sheffield, 10.8.2020 (MS-J); Brad-
ford, 14.8.2020 (MW); Wombwell, 31.7.2020 (HBe & AH). 
64. Otley, 4.7.2020 (MB); Brotherton, 31.7 & 13.9.2020 (DWad); Coniston Cold, 28.8.2020 (ARh).
73.282 Varied Coronet Hadena compta ([Denis & Schiffermüller])
A very good year with 91 records of 92 moths from 51 sites. This species continues to inch north and 
west at a slow and steady rate. There were a lot of new sites with records from Luddenden, Keighley, 
Otley, Knaresborough, Hutton Conyers, Helmsley and Skelton forming a new frontier, and it has finally 
flown the extra mile to a site in VC65.
65. Hutton Conyers, 13.7.2020 (CHF). NEW VC RECORD.
73.283 Marbled Coronet H. confusa (Hufnagel) 
This is now a very unusual moth in the county. We have not yet had a recent year with no records, but 
there have been seven years since the turn of the century with just one. If you do catch one, make quite 
sure it isn’t the much commoner Varied Coronet. Some moths can look rather similar. The decline has 
been national, but Yorkshire seems to have been hit disproportionally.
62. Skelton, 20.6.2020 (SF).
73.286 Tawny Shears H. perplexa ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This is another moth of calcareous grassy areas which is declining across the country. Numbers were a 
little more healthy this year.
61. Hornsea, 24.5.2020 (DRM). 
62. York, 31.5.2020 (AF); Romanby, 5.8.2020 (AM). 
63. Austerfield, 19.5.2020 (SB); West Melton, 22.5.2020 (HEB); Balby, 27.6 & 14.7.2020 (PG); Sprotbro-
ugh, 29.6.2020 (DBo).
73.289 Striped Wainscot Mythimna pudorina ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
We are at the northern limit of the range of this species in the UK. It is very local, but at some sites can 
still be quite common, especially at Strensall Common which is where all of our records come from this 
year.
62. Strensall Common, nine records of 19 moths from 17.6 to 14.8.20.
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73.295 Delicate M. vitellina (Hübner) 
Just four records of this migrant in 2020, all of 
single moths on the coast.
61. Easington (Spurn), 20.9 & 13.10.2020 
(MFS); Kilnsea, 21.9.2020 (JHF); Flamborough, 
21.10.2020 (MiP).
73.297 White-point M. albipuncta ([Denis & 
Schiffermüller]) 
Typical records from the south-east of the county. 
This species is expanding its range and is likely to 
turn up at more sites in the next few years, but be 
careful not to confuse it with Clay. The two species 
can look extremely similar at times. If you catch 
this species away from the usual areas, we need to 
see a good photograph.
61. Kilnsea, 3 & 10.6.2020 (JHF); Easington (Spurn), 
3.6, 23.8, 8 & 11.9.2020 (MFS); Flamborough, 21.10.2020 (MiP).
73.299 Shore Wainscot M. litoralis (Curtis) 
This species has been in decline for several years but 2020 was a much better year particularly in the 
Teesside area where we have never had so many records. The Guisborough record is about five miles 
inland and shows that the moth can wander at times.
61. Kilnsea, 21 records of 31 moths from 24.5 to 15.9.2020 (JHF, JCr, MPi); Easington (Spurn), 27.6 & 
19.9.2020 (AMB). 
62. Guisborough, 21.6.2020 (RWo); Marske Beach, 30.6, 21.7, 1 & 11.8 .2020 (DM).
73.300 L-album Wainscot M. l-album (Linnaeus) 
These are the second and third county records following the first in 2010. This species is resident in the south-
east of the country. Records elsewhere are assumed to be migrants, but it is likely that at some point it will 
colonise Yorkshire, most likely initially at Spurn.
61. Easington (Spurn), 22 & 27.9.2020 (MFS).
73.302 Obscure Wainscot Leucania obsoleta (Hübner) 
This is a moth of reed beds so the distribution is always going to be patchy in the county. It has been doing 
particularly well over the last ten years but this year there was a marked drop in records. Catches were near-
ly all small, mostly of single moths. The only exception was 25 at Skerne Wetlands in May.
61. Kilnsea, 16.5.2020 (JHF); Skerne Wetlands, 21.5, 26.6.2020 (MCo, JM, MI); Lund, 21.5.2020 (DA); 
Beverley, 17.6.2020 (KW); Skidby, 22.6.2020 (ADN); Hollym Carrs, 23.6.2020 (MCo); Tophill Low NR, 
3.7.2020 (MHo, DF). 
62. Marske Beach, 30.6.2020 (DM). 
63. Swinefleet, 8 & 25.5, 16.6.2020 (MJP). 
64. Bellflask, 15.6.2020 (BM). 
65. Nosterfield NR, 25.6.2020 (CHF).
73.307 Pearly Underwing Peridroma saucia (Hübner) 
Records of this migrant species have been fairly low since the big invasion of 2006, so this year was 
typical of what we have been seeing recently.
61. Easington (Spurn), 11.9.2020 (MFS); Wawne, 21.9.2020 (RMi). 
63. Kirk Smeaton, 16.6.2020 (P&JS). 
64. Fairburn Ings, 19.6.2020 (RT); Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 29.10.2020 (CHF).
73.314 Garden Dart Euxoa nigricans (Linnaeus) 
This species has declined dramatically over the last few years so it is nice to know it still occurs in the 
county. This is our first record since 2017 and the first in VC6 since 2010.
62. Wykeham Causeway, 6.8.2020 (RWo, GF, AR, JHo).
73.320 Heart and Club Agrotis clavis (Hufnagel) 
This species is found locally in a variety of habitats in the county, usually on calcareous grassland. 
This is the second year running where there has been a drop in the number of records. Records from 
new areas, especially in gardens, should be examined carefully as this moth can easily be confused 
with Turnip Moth.
61. Elloughton, 24.6 & 3.7.2020 (NBr); Catwick, 13.8.2020 (JM). 
62. Scarborough, 5.6.2020 (L&JW); Skelton, 17.6.2020 (SF). 
64. Bellflask, several dates 14 to 27.6.2020 (BM); Giggleswick, 15.6.2020 (RW); Ingleton, 17 & 22.6.2020 

Varied Coronet, Hutton Conyers, 13 July 2020, 
Charles Fletcher, first for VC65.
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(JP); West Bradford, 18 & 25.6, 11.7.2020 (BH); 
Skipton Quarry, 23.6.2020 (PMi, ARh); Burton 
Salmon, 24.6.2020 (PT); Ellington Banks (MOD), 
3.7.2020 (CHF); Coniston Cold, 13.7.2020 (ARh). 
65. High Fremington, 26.6.2020 (MW-W).
73.322 Archer’s Dart A. vestigialis (Hufnagel) 
Another poor year for this declining species 
which used to have a thriving colony at Spurn. An 
increase in records from the Teesside area is more 
encouraging.
61. Kilnsea, 11.7, 5 & 20.8.2020 (JHF, MA). 
62. Marske Beach, 30.6, 21.7 & 1.8.2020 (DM); 
Marske Church Howle, 12.7.2020 (PWF); Marske 
Headland, 11.8.2020 (JMon).
73.323 Sand Dart A. ripae (Hübner)  
Fewer moths than last year, but still reasonable 
numbers considering the big reduction in 2018. It is being reported more regularly in the Teesside area.
61. Spurn area, 42 records of 60 moths from 20.5 to 19.7.2020 (JHF, JCr, AMB, MA, PC, MPi)
62. Marske Beach, 30.6.2020 (DM); Cattersty Sands, 24 larvae in sand under prickly saltwort and sea 
rocket 28.9.2020 (RWo).
73.327 Dark Sword-grass A. ipsilon (Hufnagel)
An average year for this migrant species with 233 records of 289 moths from 74 sites all across the 
county. The first was on 12th April and there were a number of records well into November with the last 
on 25th November.
73.331 Barred Chestnut Diarsia dahlii (Hübner) 
An average year for this moth of upland woodland. It is much less common now on the lower ground 
and has disappeared from many of its old haunts in the south of England.
62. Low Moor, 5 & 15.8, 3.9.2020 (DM); Gerrick Moor, 7 & 18.8.2020 (DM. JMo); Wykeham Forest, 
7.8.2020 (IM, MiP); Wykeham Causeway, 11 & 20.8, 3.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Littlebeck, 15.8.2020 (MCu); 
Broxa, 21.8.2020 (GF); Skelton Castle, 26.8.2020 (DM); Ashberry Pasture, 1.9.2020 (SF). 
64. Guisecliffe, 7.8.2020 (CHF); Skyreholme, 8 & 9.9.2020 (PMi); Ellington Banks (MOD), 15.9.2020 
(CHF, JCW).
73.335 Fen Square-spot D. florida (Schmidt) 
There has been an increase in numbers of this species over the last five years. This is most proba-
bly due to an increased awareness of its presence and a willingness to record it, rather than a true 
increase. This larger, paler, univoltine version of Small Square-spot occurs mostly in upland areas in the 
north of the county where it appears between the two broods of Small Square-spot. There are still no 
records from VC63.
62. Ashberry Pasture, 22.6.2020 (SF); Newtondale, 26.6 & 17.7.2020 (GF); Wykeham Causeway, 
30.6.2020 (AR, JHo); Little Gill Noddle, 4.7.2020 (AR, JHo); Harwood Dale, 18.7.2020 (SF). 
64. Kingsdale Head, 24.6.2020 (JPa); Smelthouses, 24.6.2020 (CHF); South House Moor, 25.6.2020 
(TMW, JP); Coniston Cold, 24.7.2020 (ARh); Skyreholme, 25.7 & 5.8.2020 (PMi). 
65. Healey, 21.7.2020 (DMS, IW); Richmond, 21.7.2020 (TWo).
73.337 White-marked Cerastis leucographa ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
This spring species has a curiously patchy distribution across the country. Numbers in Yorkshire seem 
to have fallen off a bit in recent years. We get records from three areas. The main population is in the 
Ripon area, but it also occurs in some locations to the east of Leeds, and in various places in VC62. It 
certainly seems to have become scarcer in VC62.
64. Bellflask, 13 records of 22 moths from 19.3 to 3.4.2020 (BM); Grewelthorpe, 6, 7, 8 & 10.4.2020 
(MH); Collingham, 11.4.2020 (PH). 
65. Hutton Conyers, 6. & 7.4.2020 (CHF).
73.341 Northern Rustic Standfussiana lucernea (Linnaeus) 
This moth of rocky upland areas is most common in the west of VC64 so these are typical records.
64. Moughton, 24.7.2020 (TMW); Colt Park, 29.7.2020 (JP, FM).
73.350 Great Brocade Eurois occulta (Linnaeus) 
These are the first records of this sporadic migrant since 2017. Both were at the same site but were 
almost certainly different moths.
61. Kilnwick, 2 & 4.9.2020 (MCo).
73.354 Square-spotted Clay Xestia stigmatica (Hübner) 
This local moth of broad-leaved woodland has a very patchy distribution across the country. All of our 

Shore Wainscot, Marske, 21 July 2020 Damian Money.
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records came from typical sites in the northern half of the county where it favours upland areas.
62. Guisborough Woods, 24.7 & 1.8.2020 (PWF); Gerrick Moor, 7.8.2020 (DM); Littlebeck, 15.8.2020 (MCu). 
64. Bellflask, 8, 9 & 12.8.2020 (BM). 
65. Cotherstone, 7 & 15.8.2020 (PWe); Harmby, 10.8.2020 (CPay); Marrick Moor, 13.8.2020 (PCo).
73.355 Neglected Rustic X. castanea (Esper) 
Another good year for this heather-feeding species with typical records from the west of the county and the 
east of VC62. The biggest numbers however, with catches sometimes into double figures, were at Strensall 
Common where the colony is bigger than we suspected. There are no records at all from any of our other 
lowland heaths but it is not impossible that it occurs there as they are less well trapped than Strensall.
62. Guisborough Woods, 11.8.2020 (PWF); Newtondale, 14.8.2020 (GF); Old Robin Hood’s Bay road, 
20.8.2020 (GF); Strensall Common, several dates 26.8 to 15.9.2020 (YB); Wykeham Causeway, 
3.9.2020 (AR, JHo); Low Moor, 14.9.2020 (DM). 
63. Keighley Moor, larva 13.6.20, adults 10 & 11.8, 7, 9, 10 & 13.9 (IHa); Rishworth, 12, 18 & 20.8, 
11.9.2020 (EE); Queensbury, 24.8.2020 (C&DS). 
64. Coniston Cold, 12.8.2020 (ARh); Rylstone, 11.9.2020 (LWi).
73.356 Heath Rustic X. agathina (Duponchel) 
This heather-feeding species has had a good year. It occurs in the uplands and on our lowland heaths. 
It does seem to wander several miles but it would be interesting to know where some of the VC61 
records originate. There were some huge catches this year. 112 at Ravenscar mast on 20th August and 
80 on Strensall Common on 15th September are the biggest catches ever recorded in the county. There 
were no records this year of the rather attractive larva.
61. Lund, 13.9.2020 (DA); Kilnwick, 15.9.2020 (MCo); Kilham, 16.9.2020 (DAi). 
62. Saltburn, 8, 10, 16 & 21.8, 9 & 10.9.2020 (IE); Robin Hood’s Bay Road, 8 & 20.8.2020 (GF, AR, 
JHo); Low Moor, 15.8, 3 & 14.9.2020 (DM, JMon); Cook Pond, 21.8.2020 (WE); Strensall Common, 
several dates 31.8 to 28.9.2020 (YB); Ravenscar Mast, 15.9.2020 (AR, JHo). 
63. Keighley Moor, 11 & 12.8.2020 (IHa); Sheffield, 24.8.2020 (CRou); Swinefleet, 7, 13, 15 & 16.9.2020 
(MJP); Austerfield, 15.9.2020 (SB); Rishworth, 21.9.2020 (EE). 
64. Baildon, 6 & 11.9.2020 (JG); Skyreholme, 8.9.2020 (PMi).
73.366 Plain Clay Eugnorisma depuncta (Linnaeus)
This species has a curious disjunct distribution in the UK and is absent from the south and east of 
England. This means that our core population in the north of VC64 and south of VC65 is important. This 
area seems to have shrunk a little recently and numbers have been gradually dropping. It has not been 
seen in any of our other vice-counties now for many years. There were only 43 records of 129 moths 
this year. The biggest catches were at Nosterfield NR and High Batts NR.

NOLIDAE
74.002 Kent Black Arches Meganola albula ([Denis & Schiffermüller]) 
What has happened to this species? Until ten years ago it was expanding nicely and the future looked 
rosy. Since then, records reached a plateau and in the last four years numbers have dropped each year. 
This year there were just eight records, each of single moths. On a brighter note, Hollym Carrs and 
Kilnwick were new sites, but there have been no records further up the coast in the Flamborough area 
since 2014.
61. Hollym Carrs, 23.6.2020 (MCo); Kilnsea, 17 & 18.7, 3 & 11.8.2020 (JHF); North Ferriby, 30.7.2020 
(IM); Kilnwick, 31.7.2020 (MCo).
74.007 Scarce Silver-lines Bena bicolorana (Fuessly) 
Another healthy year for this attractive moth of oak woodland with 32 records of 36 moths from 26 sites all 
across low-lying parts of all five vice-counties. This species does not occur in the western half of VC64 and 65.
74.009 Oak Nycteoline Nycteola revayana (Scopoli) 
This was the best year ever for this over-wintering species. Perhaps we are all getting better at 
recognising it and not mistaking it for an Acleris species. There were 38 records of 41 moths from 
22 sites spread all across the county apart from the far north and west.
74.011 Cream-bordered Green Pea Earias clorana (Linnaeus) 
This species is doing well in the county though there is no sign of the north-westerly spread seen in 
previous years and records were concentrated in the south and east of the county. There were 59 records 
of 94 moths from 29 separate sites.
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CONTACTS  Yorkshire Lepidoptera Recording Team 2021

Chair, BC Yorkshire: Martin Partridge (Dr). 07729 328691 |  martin.partridge@yorkshirebutterflies.org.uk
Chair, YNU Lepidoptera Group: Ian Marshall (Mr). 01482 627446 |  recording.fbo@outlook.com

LepNET Yorkshire: Butterfly Conservation Yorkshire, and the YNU Lepidoptera Group joint recording scheme. 
Joint Project Co-ordinators 
County Micro-moth Recorder: Harry E Beaumont (Holds the county micro-moth database.) harry.beaumont37@
gmail.com 
County Macro-moth Recorder: Charles H Fletcher (Dr).01765 600586 |  chfletcher@btinternet.com Holds the 
county macro-moth database.
County Butterfly Recorder: David RR Smith (Dr). 07906 160447 | davidsmith.butterflies@gmail.com Holds the 
county butterfly database. 
Annual Report General Editor: Penny A Relf. 01759 307943 | penny.butterfliesandmoths@gmail.com

Butterfly Recording VC Co-ordinators
VC61:  Sean Clough (Mr).  01482 448088 |  sean@51thor.karoo.co.uk
VC62:  Dave O’Brien (Mr).  07521 802282 |  dobrien66@virginmedia.com
VC63: David RR Smith (Dr).  07906 160447 | davidsmith.butterflies@gmail.com
VC64:  Dave Ramsden (Mr). ( 01937 520919  | dave.ramsden@outlook.com
VC65: Paul Millard (Dr).  01756 720490 |  butterfly.millard@btinternet.com
Transect Recording Co-ordinator: Nick Hall (Mr). |  nick.hall@yorkshirebutterflies.org.uk

Moth Recording Co-ordinators
VC61: Ian Marshall (Mr). 01482 627446 |  recording.fbo@outlook.com
VC62: Robert Woods (Mr). 01287 631901 |  rwoods1163@aol.com
VC63: Mike Couling (Mr).  01484 685286 |  mike_couling@yahoo.co.uk
VC64/65. Charles H Fletcher (Dr). 01765 600586  |  chfletcher@btinternet.com   

Butterfly Species Co-ordinators (who write up the indicated species in the annual report) 
Philip Brook (Mr): Large Skipper, Meadow Brown.  0113 2867235 |  prbandsue@superb19.plus.com
Nyree Fearnley (Mrs): Brimstone, Green Hairstreak.  0113 2843540 |  david.nyree@btinternet.com
Paul Fletcher (Mr): Small White.  01904 631585 |  pazfletcher@yahoo.com  
Mark Hasson: Large White.  markhasson1972@gmail.com
Dave Hatton (Mr): Small Skipper  01132 552807 |  dh.computers@ntlworld.com
Lizzie Ingram: Comma  07904 595798 |  bs08ei@hotmail.co.uk
Steve Mattock (Mr): Wall.  01904 786022 |  mattock99@sky.com
Ron Moat (Mr): Large Heath.  01302 327880 |  ronmoat@btinternet.com
Peter Mayhew (Dr): Common Blue.  07519 877922 |  peter.mayhew@york.ac.uk
Callum Macgregor (Dr): Ringlet.  07886 149722 |  callumjmacgregor@gmail.com
Dave O’Brien (Mr): White-letter & Purple Hairstreak & Grayling.  d.obrien6@ntlworld.com
Robert Parks (Mr): Duke of  Burgundy.  01900 828607 | 8 r.parks13@yahoo.com
Martin Partridge (Dr): Brown Argus & Northern Brown Argus.   martingpartridge@gmail.com
Dave Ramsden (Mr): Holly Blue.   dave.ramsden@outlook.com
Paul & Joyce Simmons: Clouded Yellow, Gatekeeper, Small Heath.  01977 620725 |  paul or joyce@gentian.plus.com
David R R Smith (Dr): Essex Skipper, Small Copper plus rarities, exotics and any unlisted species. davidsmith.butterflies@gmail.com 
Jennifer A Smith (Dr): Marbled White. jennifer.smith4000@yahoo.co.uk
Andrew Suggitt (Dr): Orange-tip, Speckled Wood.  andrew.suggitt@northumbria.ac.uk
Emily Summer: Small Tortoiseshell.  01482 860921  emilysummer2508@gmail.com
Dave Wainwright (Dr): Pearl-bordered Fritillary c/o Butterfly Conservation, Low Barns, Witton-le-Wear, Bishop 
Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 0AG.  01388 488428 or 07709 278407  dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org 
Jennifer Watts: Dingy Skipper.   07930 841601 |   me@jenniewatts.co.uk
Jax Westmoreland (Mrs): Green-veined White, Painted Lady.  01723 341193 |  jaxw@btinternet.com
Lee Westmoreland (Mr): Red Admiral.   leew@btinternet.com
Terry Whitaker (Dr): Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary. 01524 262269 |  t.whitaker1@btinternet.com
David Woodmansey: Peacock ( 01377 267694 |  dwoodmansey@hotmail.co.uk
Derek Parkinson (Dr): Lepidoptera Parasitoid Recorder.  01274 595185 |  derekparkinson@icloud.com
Dave Ramsden: Weather Statistics Co-ordinator. dave.ramsden@outlook.com
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Moths Contributors                                                                                                                                            
Chris Acomb, Chris Alder, David Aitken-DAi, Sam Allenby, Andrew Allport-AAl, John Allison, David & Joan Alred, 
Norman Alvin-NAA, Penny Anderson, Ian Andrews-IA, Mark Andrews-MA, I Armitage, Dave Ashton-DA, Paul 
Ashton-PA, Andrew Ashworth-AA, Alison & Mark Askew, June Atkinson, Lorna Babister, Becky Bailey, Derek 
Bailey, John Bairstow, David Baker-DBa, Dennis Baker, Richard Baker-RBa, Trevor & Pam Baker-T&PB, Mike 
Barnham-MRB, Kate Bartram-KaB, Keith Barrow-KBa, Richard Bashforth, Samantha Batty-SB, Harry Beaumont-
HEB, Robert Bell-RBe, Heather Bennett-HBe, Paul Benson, Michele Beverley-MBe, David Bickerton-DBi, Wendy 
Birks, Chris Blanco-CB, Mark Blamire-MBl, Barbara Boize, Jesika Bone, David Booth-DBo, Yves Bouvet-YB, Terry 
Box-TAB, Carys Boyle, Nora Boyle-NB, Alex Bozman-AB, Paul Brady, Mark Breaks-MB, Martyn Brewer, Richard 
Brickstock, Philip Brook, G L Brooke, Tony Broome-AMB, David Broughton, Christopher Brown, Dan Brown-DBr, 
Julia Brown, Neil Brown-NBr, Suzanne Brown, Lenora Bruce-LB, Lisa Bruntjen, Joan Buckley-JB, Sam Buckton-SBu, 
Karen Bullimore-KB, John Bulman, Christine Burgin-CBu, Peter Burgin-PBu, Peter & Janet Burns, Peter Burton-PB, 
Stephen Burwood, Angie Bushell, Caroline Busse, Mike Cardus, Barry Carter, Nick & Sandra Carter-N&SC, Robert 
Cawkwell, Sandra Cawood, Martin Chadwick, Elliott Chandler, Paul Chapman-PC, Brian Christian, Lynda Christou, 
Stuart Churchill, Mike Clark, Keith Clarkson-KC, Win Clements, Mike and Joyce Clerk-M&JC, Bethan Clyne, Paul 
Cogan, Frances Cole, Andrew Cockroft-AC, Paul Collins-PCol, Stephen Compton, Colin Conroy-CCo, David 
Constantine, John Cooper-JWC, Tony Cooper-TCo, Pauline Cordner-PCo, Chris Corrigan, Mike Couling, Mike 
Coverdale-MCo, Jennifer Crabbe, Terry Crawford-TJC, Jan Crowther-JCr, Mark Cubitt-MCu, Ali Cummings, 
Andrew Curtis, Laura Dallas, Ralph David, Ann Davis, Paul Davis, Ruch Deadman, Anneliese Emmans Dean-AED, 
Theresa de la Fuente, Paul Disken-PD, David Dodsworth, Angela Doherty, John Dove-JD, Fred Drake-FD, Alan 
Draper-AD, Roy Dresser, Les Driffield-LD, East Dales Ringing Group, Ian Edgar-IE, John Edwards-JE, Wendy 
English-WE, Edward Evans-EE, Sue Evison-SE, Tanya Eyre, Doug Fairweather-DF, Richard Falls, Steve Farish-SF, 
Charles Farley, Graham Farmer-GFa, Nyree and David Fearnley-N&DF, Graham Featherstone-GF, David Fisher, 
Jonnie Fisk-JHF, Alastair Fitter-AF, Jim Flanagan-JF, Charles Fletcher-CHF, Peter & Sharon Flint-P&SF, Roger Foreman, 
Paul Forster-PWF, Amanda Foster-AFo, Stuart Foster, Charlotte Fox, Tracey Fox-TFo, Foxglove Covert Moth Team-
FCMT, Elaine Franks, Chris Frost-MCF, Rebecca Frost-RF, Jacqueline Gabbitas, John Galloway-JGal, J M Gardner, 
Ann Garman, Ange Garrod-AG, S Garvey, Helen Gaunt, John Gavaghan-JG, Eric Gendle-EG, Louise Gibson-LG, 
Keith Gittens-KG, Cliff  Gorman-CG, Audrey Gramshaw-AGra, Geraldine Gray, Andy Greaves-AGr, Peter 
Greaves-PG, Dennis Greenwell, Gillian Greenwood, Charles Gunn, Kenneth Hale, Bob Hall, Nick Hall-NH, Roger 
Hammon-RHam, Wendy Handford, Graham Hardy, Karen & David Hargreave-K&DH, Ian Hargreaves-IHa, Alison 
Harrison, Colin Harrison-CGH, Simon Harrison, Gill Hart, Mark Hasson-MH, Dave Hatton-DHa, Gordon 
Haycock-GHay, Martyn Hayes-MHy, Alison Hayward-AHa, John Heap, Ian Heard, Russell Hedley-RHe, Tim Helps, 
Mick Hemingway-MHe, Kate Henderson-KHe, Ian & Janet Heppenstall-RI&JCH, Maggie Heselton, Andrea 
Hetherington, Catherine Hicks, Ian Higginson-IH, James Hinchliffe, Andrew Hindle, John Hipkin, Lynette Hocking, 
Martin Hodges-MHo, Barbara Hodgson, David Hodgson-DHo, James Hogg-JH, Jon Hogg-JoH, Julie Hogg, Pauline 
Hogg, Andy Holden, Jackie Holder-JHo, Paul Holmes-PH, Bill Honeywell-BH, Andrew Hood, Judith Hooper, R J 
Horne, Jim Horsfall, John & Harry Horton-J&HH, Dean Howard, Eppie Howe, Oliver Hudson, Peter Hughes-PHu, 
John Hume, Roy Humphrey, Henrietta Huntley, Adam Hutt-AH, Mike Ibbotson-MI, Patricia Illingworth, Gordon 
Jackson-GJ, Luke Jackson-LJ, Ben James, William Jenkyns, Jim Jobe, Jamie Johnson, Jarred Johnson, Les Johnson, Les 
& David Johnson, Barry Jones, Catherine Jones, Julie Jones, Steph Jones, Felicity Kaye, S Kemp-SK, Harry Kenally, 

CONTRIBUTORS 2020
This Annual Report is a team effort involving a large number of  people. Records are initially sent in before the end 
of  the year to our 9 VC Co-ordinators who enter them into the Levana database for butterflies or a MapMate 
database for moths. In the case of  butterflies, the data is re-arranged into species lists and sent to the Species Co-
ordinators during December to be analysed and written up by early January. The various reports are then collated 
and put together by the Butterfly County Recorder. For the moths, the Co-ordinators edit the data and select the 
most interesting and relevant records to include out of  many tens of  thousands submitted. All the material is then 
passed to the Editor who brings together the several hundred files of  texts and photos, and lays out the contents 
page by page ready for the printer by the summer.

The majority of  2020 contributors who provide their sightings direct to the VC recorders are listed below, except 
for those who have passed their records on via one of  the many nature reserves, societies or recording groups 
which submit records. Then, in most cases, only the group name is included. Some names are repeated in different 
groupings because they have contributed to those different groupings. Where people have contributed their 
records through iRecord, Wider Countryside Survey, Migrant Watch etc it has not always been possible to include 
their names because of  reasons of  space. Where contributor names have been credited with initials in the text, 
those initials are added in bold immediately after the name to which they refer. We are most grateful to everyone 
concerned, and apologise if  any names have been missed out. The large size of  the current input means that a few 
names will almost inevitably go astray for one reason or another. Last minute editing can also lead to some names 
slipping out of  alphabetical order! Rest assured that even if  your name has been missed, your contributions are still 
much appreciated. Thanks!!
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Lawrie King-LK, Helen Kirk, Ray  Kirtley, Margaret Kirtley, Rob Kitchen, Jeremy Knapp-JK, Paul Konefal, Lucy 
Kucharik, Vanessa Kyle, Peter Larner-PL, David Laughlin-DLa, Jane Lawson, Leah Lawson, Phil Lazenby, David 
Leather, Stephen Leese, Rita Leleux, Hilary Lill, Pat & Ken Limb, Katie Linden, Dan Lombard-DL, Rae Lonsdale, Jeff 
Lunn, Ross McCullough, Anthony McDonald-AMc, Glen McGill, Rich McGuinn, Ken McCann-KMc, Fui McIlmoyle, 
Callum MacGregor-CMac, Margaret Mace, Ian Marshall-IM, John Martin-JMa, David Mather, Alice Mayhew-AMa, 
Peter Mayhew-PMa, Helen Meadows, Chris Meek-CM, Dale Middleton-DRM, Katherine Middleton-KMM, Richard 
Middleton-RMi, Peter Middleton, Paul Millard-PMi, Alan Millar-AM, Aziza Mills-AzM, Flora Milner, Ron Moat-RM, 
Damian Money-DM, John Money-JMon, Frank Morgan-FM, Jim Morgan-JM, Nick Morgan, Sophia Morgans, Brian 
Morland-BM, Lucy Morley, Diane Morris, Paul Morris-PRM, Tony Moverley, Roberta Mullins, B Murphy, Peter 
Murphy, Andrew Murray-AMu, Ian Murray, J E Murray, Roger Neale-RN, Dave Nesham-DNe, Paul Newbon, Colin 
Newlands-CNe, Sam Newton-SN, Simon Noble, Vicky Norman, Wilf  Norman-WN, Becky Norville, Andy 
Nunn-ADN, Denis O’Connor-DOC, David Owen, Geoff & Roma Oxford, Adam Parker, Keith Parker, Ruth Parker, 
Chris Parkin-CP, Derek Parkinson-DPa, Martin Partridge-MPa, Justine Patton-JPa, Charles Payne-CPay, Ailsa Pearce, 
Mark Pearson-MPe, Michael Pearson, Mike Pearson-MiP, Colin Penney, John Perry-JP, Michael Perry, Mark Pethulis-
MPet, David Phillips, Martin Phillips, David Pickens, Zoe Pickup, Mike Pilsworth-MJP, Claire Pinches-CPi, John 
Pitchers, Winston Plowes, Barbara & Teresa Porteus, Elizabeth Pounds, Ian Powell-IP, David and Janine Preston, 
John Preston, Martyn Priestley-MVP, Ray Priestley-RP, Margaret Prior-MaP, David Purvis, Ailsa Quarmby, Craig 
Ralston-CSR, Dave Ramsden-DJR, Paul Rawnsley, Paul Reed, Gill Reid, Penny Relf-PRe, Colin Rew-CR, Andrew 
Rhodes-ARh, Ann Marie Richard, Brett Richards, Paul Richards, Jacob Richardson, Michael Ridealgh, Matthew Riley, 
Peter and Ann Riley-P&AR, Joshua Ring-JR, Martin Roberts, MR, Christina Robinson, Belinda Robson-BR, James 
Robson, Nicole Robson, Allan Rodda-AR, Claire Rogers-CRog, Susan Rosborough, Steven Rose, Chris Routh, Linda 
Rowley, Pauline Rutherford, David Sales-DIS, Mike Samworth, Josh Saunders, Jim Scaife, Ernie Scarfe, Liz Schweiger, 
Andy Scott, Richard Sears-RSe, Josh Selfe-JSe, Helen Sergeant-HS, David Shaw-DSha, Colin & Denise Shields-
C&DS, Richard Shillaker, Victoria Shone, Mike Simcox, Dave Simmonite-DSi, Paul and Joyce Simmons-P&JS, Mike 
Sims, Helen Simpson-HS, Michael Siva-Jothy-MS-J, Greg Slack-GS, Colin Slator, Elizabeth Slingsby, Julian Small-JOHS, 
Mike Smethurst-MSm, Diane Smiley-DMS, Aidan Smith-AMS, Alan Smith-AS, Alanna Smith-AHS, Alison Smith, 
Carol Smith-CSm, Dave Smith-DSm, David Smith, Jan Smith-JSm, Keith Smith, Peter Smith-PSm, Zoe Smith, Alison 
South, Stephen Sowden, Barry Spence, James Spencer-JSpe, Jacob Spinks-JSp, Emma Stamper, Nancy Stedman-NS, 
John Steele, Paul Stephenson, Paul Stevens-PSt, Ian Stirrups, Meg Stone, Craig Storton-CSt, A Stothard, Martin 
Stoyle, Mick Stoyle-MFS, Marie St Pierre, Charlie Streets, G Struthers, Kate Struthers-KS, James Sudlow, 
Christopher Sulston, Adam Summerhayes, David Sutcliffe-DSu, David & Helen Tanner-D&HT, Peter Tannett-PT, 
Lauren Teate, Mark Tempest, Carys Tew, Georgie Thirlwell, Jane Thomas-JT, Jean Thomas, Ann Thompson, Trish 
Thompson, Pandora Thoresby, Jayne Thornton, Mark Threlfall, Ann Thwaites, Andrew Tiffany-ATi, Sally Tipping, 
Chris Toop, Mick Townsend-MT, Paul Townsend, Elaine Tranter, Pete Treloar, Alison Tubbs-AT, Dave Tucker, 
Rachael Tulloch-RT, Lucy Turnell, David Turner, Jack & Ruth Upsall-J&RU, Robert Vanderbeck, Heather Varty, David 
Wadding-DWad, Dave Wainwright-DWa, Brian Walker, Kevin Walker-KWa, Sebastian Wallis, Michael Walton-
MWal, Lindsay Wardell-LW, Martin Warne-MWa, Jill Warwick-JCW, Jenny & Alistair Watson, Richard Watson, 
John Wearmouth-JW, Peter Webb-PWe, Stephanie Welburn, Rosie West, Pam Westley-PWes, Lee & Jax 
Westmoreland-L&JW, Alan Wheeldon-AWh, Sue Wheeldon, Charles Wheelwright-CW, Philip Whelpdale-PWh, 
Terry Whitaker-TMW, Rachel White, Tabitha Whitehouse, Ian Whittaker-IW, Georgie Wightman-Smith, John 
Wilcox-JWil, Michael Wilcox-MW, Stephen Wild, Patrick Wildgust, Royanne Wilding-RW, Paul Wilkinson, Raye 
Wilkinson, Brian Williams-BW, Karen Williams, Dave Williamson-DWi, Ian Williamson, Jane Willis-JWi, Alan 
Wilson, Steve Wilson, Tom Wiltshire-TWi, Philip Winter-PQW, Lee Wiseman-LWi, Helen Wood, Martin 
Wood-Weatherall-MW-W, Robert Woods-RWo, Dave Woodmansey, Luanne Woodward, Kat Woolley, Tracey 
Woolley-TWo, Jennifer Woollin, Andy Worrillow-AWo, Joseph Worrillow, Steve Worwood-SWo, Yas Yadi, 

VC61 Butterflies (149+ contributors) Chris Abbott, Phyl Abbott, Pauline Allenby, Sam Allenby, Judith Allinson, 
E. Allison, Ashton Amoah, Philip Arundel, Steve Ashby, Debbie Ashley, David Ashton, Paul Ashton, Andrew Ash-
worth, Atkinson Robert, Duncan Baird, Llewellyn Baker, Robert Bell, Paul Billyard, Lauren Bond, Andrew Boyce, 
Heather Boyce, Dave Britton, Philip Brook, Maggie Bruce, Molly Bruce, Pauline Bursell, Geoff M. Carr, Margaret 
Carus, Sue Challis, Sean Clough, Peter Cocker, Pam Cook, Chris Corrigan, Ben Coulson, Lynda Cox, Donna 
Craven, Terry Crawford, Ian Cunliffe, W.F. Curtis, Judith Dahlgreen, Ruth Dalton, Kevin Davey, Julie Davies, Trevor 
Davies, Gary Dayes, Sandra Dews, Ray Edgar, Rena Ellis, Sam Ellis, Tracy Fairfield, David Fearnley, Nyree Fearnley, 
Colin Fisher, Michael Flowers, Stephen Foley, Ros Forbes-Adams, Martin Fowlie, Christine Frost, Howard Frost, 
S. Garvey, Andrew Gibson, Robert Gill, Robert Goodison, Stephanie Goodman, Mitchell Graham, Andy Grayson, 
Kate Gregory, Kirstie Gutherlesd, Nick Hall, Sheelagh Halsey, James Hargraves, Erich Hediger, John Hesslewood, Jo 
Hindley, M. Howarth, John Hudson, Clare Humphrey, Roy Humphrey, Ilie Radu-Mihai, Peter Izzard, Linda Jennison, 
Jarred Johnson, Emma Kelly, Rob Kitchen, Leah Lawson, Rebecca Lynam, Edgar Mail, Steven Mansfield, Simon 
Marsh, Pauline Martin, Peter Mayhew, Ian McDonald, Audrey McGhie, Andy McIlwraith, Jo Meir, Ann Mettam, Da-
mian Money, Phil Morgan, John Mounsey, Andrew Murray, Bob Nicholson, Patricia Nobbs, June Norris, Andy Nunn, 
Cathy O’Sullivan, David Pack, Ewan Parry, Rachel Pateman, Catherine Peacock, Juliet Pearce, John Pemberton, 
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David Penny, Sue Rabie,  Mark Radford, Ben Reavey, Penny Relf, Lisa Revill, Emma Richards,  Margaret Richardson, 
Rosemary Roach, Bridget Roantree, Holly Robinson, David Rothery, Matthew Samuel, Richard Scruton, Richard 
Shillaker, A. Slade, Julian Small, David Smith, Barry R. Spence, Jon Spence, N. Stephenson, Christopher Sulston, 
Peter Swallow, Jayne Thornton, Victoria Tonlinson, Bridget Towler, Julie Traves, David Turner, Michelle Turner, Cor-
rinna Underwood, Sarah Waldron, George Watola, Vicki White, Royanne Wilding, David Wilkins, Karen Williams, 
Rob Willingham, Ruth Wilson, P. Q. Winter, David H. Woodmansey, Jennifer Woollin, Victoria Wren.
VC62 Butterflies (199+ contributors) Rosie Adcock, Ian Andrews, Ian Armitage, Steve Ashby, Jai Ashford, 
Andrew Ashworth, Steve Austin, Nick Ballard, Stuart Barfoot, Cath Bashforth, Elliot Baxendale, Lesley Beale, 
David Beeson, Rachael Bice, Jezebel Black, Ross Boardman, Peter Bond, Mick Borroff, Yves Bouvet, Margaret 
Boyd, Christine Brookes, Peter Brown, Sam Buckton, Christopher Bull, Tim Burke, Hannah Bushnell, Tony Butler, 
David Chantrell, Sean Clough, Brian Cockerill, Chris Corbett, Marjorie Coughlan, Keith Cowton, Karen Crabtree, 
David Craven, Terry Crawford, Steff D'Agorne, Nicole Davies, Martin Dove, Stephen Eames, Mike Eccles, John 
Edwards, Michael Ellis, Sarah Fanner, Rolf  Farrell, Kenneth Fawcett, Carolyn Fawdington, Elaine Feather, David  & 
Nyree Fearnley, Graham Featherstone, Antony Fleming, Charles Fletcher, Victoria Franklin, Tim Furness, Yvonne 
Geden, Jayne Gibson-Harris, Maria Gill, Keith Gittens, Chris Goodhall, Barry Graham, Phil Habgood, Kenneth Hale, 
Jim Hall, Steve Hall, Sheelagh Halsey, Susan Hammler, Wendy Handford, Ellie Hardie, Jan Haseler, Gill Haveron, 
Zach Haynes, Mick Hemingway, Judy Hible, Claire Hill, Penny Hodges, Jon Hogg, Julie Hogg, Wendy Holliday, 
Eddie Holloway, Di Howard, Steve Huddleston, Jenny Hudson-Bell, John Hume, Radu-Mihai Ilie, Paul Ingham, Peter 
Izzard, Jarred Johnson, Justin Jones, Mike Kerrison, Vivienne Kind, Steve Kirtley, Ellen Lamborn, Phil Lazenby, Sam 
Lewsey, Ian Locker, Christine Lockwood, Daniel Lombard, Callum Macgregor, Steven Mansfield, Ian Marshall, John 
Martin, Kayleigh Martin, Pauline Martin, Margaret Mathews, Peter Mayhew, Enid McCabe, Anthony McDonald, 
Catherine McGuinness, Graham Megson, Alan Miller, David Miller, Damian Money, Paul Moody, Matthew Morgan, 
Andrew Mould, Tony Moverley, Michelle Newton, Sam Newton, Pascoe Nicholls, Paul Norrington, Phil Northing, 
NYMNPA staff, David Notton, Andy Nunn, Dave O'Brien, Stuart Ogilvy, Elspeth Oxley, Adam Parker, Robert 
Parks, Ewan Parry, Martin Partridge, David Phillips, Daniel Plummer, Jim Polwarth, Emma Price, David Pye, Sean 
Pyman, Gill Reid, Lisa Revill, Martin Roberts, Marie Robinson, Terry Rowe, Grace Rutherford, Chris Rymer, Josh 
Saunders, Vanessa Schofield, Joyce Scott, Mick Scott, Richard Scruton, Keith Seabridge, Kate Senior, Tim Sexton, 
Jane Shackleton, Graham Short, Malcolm Short, Sarah Sigsworth, Mike Simcox, Graham Smith, Kevin Smith, Richard 
Smith, George Sobala, Chris Stamp, Robert Stark, Carol Stent, Amanda Stephenson, Joanna Stockill, Mark Stokeld, 
Lauren Teate, Adele Tempest-Greenough, Jane Thomas, Emma Thraves-Ferguson, Joy Tiffin, Paul Townsend, 
Matthew Tute, Dave Wainwright, Michele Wall, Lisette Walters, Esme Walton, Lindsay Wardell, Diane Wardley, 
Aubrey Watson, Ian Waughman, Michael Weeks, Amy Welburn, PF Welburn, Lee & Jax Westmoreland, Elizabeth 
Whitby, Derek Whiteley, Dan Whitley-Wright, Steven Wignill, Ralph Wilding, Barbara Wilkinson, P Williams, 
Suzanne Wilson, Lyn Wimbush, Sue Witty, Carrie Worrall.
VC63 Butterflies (82+ contributors) 
Lee Adcock, Norman Alvin, Ian Armitage, Tom Aspinall, BBC records (~900 recorders), Alison Berry, Ian & Bar-
bara Blomfield, James Bradbury, Steve Branch, Peter Burton, Tony Butler, Geoff M Carr, Dave Carroll, Les Corrall, 
Chris Cox, Nick Dawtry, Dennis Dell, Geoff Dibb, Jim Dignan, David Dodsworth, Roy Dresser, Leslie Driffield, 
Nyree & David Fearnley, Tom Fincham, Pete Freeman, Richard Freestone, Ange Garrod, Anne & Rodney German, 
Pamela Godfrey-Hall, Cliff  Gorman, Christine & Jim Harrison, Elaine & Dave Hatton, James Hinchliffe, Dudley Hind, 
Steve Hiner, Peter Hinks, John Hitchcock, D Hunton, L Johnson, David Johnson, Les Johnson, Norman Jones, Helen 
Kirk, LCRH, R E Leyton, GM, Ron Moat, Paul Morris, Arnold Oates, JP, Chris Parkin, David Parkin, Peter Gurney, 
Julian Pickering, David Plews, M Pullan, Dave & Ros Ramsay, Colin Rew, G Rickers, Roy Rolt, Mike Rushton, P & J 
Simmons, P Simmons, Dave M Smith, David Smith, S. R. Sowden, Susan Stead, Nancy Stedman, David Sutcliffe, Pam 
Sykes, Mick Townsend, Paul Townsend, Martin Warne, John Wilcox, John A Wilkinson, Darren Wozencroft
VC64 Butterflies (362+ contributors) Chris Abbott, Chris Acomb, Andrea Addyman, Chris Alder, Sheila Allen, 
David & Joan Alred, Paul Andrews, Stephanie Armitage, Sara Arrowsmith, P Atkinson, Jane Attfield, John B, B.A, 
Oli Bailey, Nick Bairstow, Ray Baker, Mick Balmer, Claire Barker-Wyatt, Mike Barnham, Susan Barton, Josh Beale, 
Tania Beatty, Robert Bell, Rachel Belli, Julia Bennett, Geoff Blakesley, Ian & Barbara Blomfield, Rebecca Bolster, 
Shirley Bolton, Mick Borroff, Christine Borrowdale, Elizabeth Boyes-Watson, Tony Bradford, Sarah Bradshaw, Mark 
Breaks, Philip Brook, David Brotherton, David Broughton, Alan Brown, Bruce Brown, Simon Brown, Simon Bryant, 
K Bullimore, Jon Burge, Cian Burke-Brown, Peter & Janet Burns, Dick & Heather Burrows, Catherine Burton, Claire 
Burton, Pat Burton, Tony Butler, Mik Cardus, Jones Dawn Carey, Tanya Carey, Jenifer Carslaw, Barry Carter, Joseph 
Caswell, Delyth Chappell, Brian Christian, Mike Clark, Susie Clark, Angela Clarke, Jill Clarke, Edwina Clements, 
Mike & Joyce Clerk, Sean Clough, P & G Coates, Malcolm Cohen, David Cook, Peter Corry, Ian Court, Terry 
Crawford, Ian Currie, Judith Dahlgreen, Ginni Darbyshire, Adrian Darley, Mark Darwell, Tony Dawson, Theresa 
De La Fuente, James Dickinson, Jenny Dixon, Ted Dodsworth, Clive Dresner, Mick  Dunne, East Dales RG, Phil Ed-
wards, Simon Elliott, Linda Evans, Martin Evans, Susan Evison, Fairburn Ings RSPB, Adam Fairweather, Richard Falls, 
Nyree Fearnley, David Fearnley, Christine Fearnley, Sam Feaster, David Firth, Charles Fletcher, Chloe Fletcher, Neil 
Forbes, M & A Forsythe, Stuart Foster, Charlotte Fox, Pam Francis, Debbie Franks, Janette Franks, FSC Recording 
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Malham Tarn, John Galloway, Philip Galtry, Phil Gardner, Julie Gardner, Tony Garnett, S Garvey, John Gavaghan, 
Caroline George, Mike Gibson, Nigel Gilligan, Christopher Gleeson, Claire Godden, Eleanor Goldney, Chris 
Goodhall, Steve Gore, Barry Graham, Linda Graham, Audrey Gramshaw, S Griffiths, Sharon Groves, Peter Gurney, 
Mark Gurney, P M Haigh, Will Haigh, Nick Hall, Laura Harman, Samantha Harrison, Harrogate & District Natural-
ists Society Via J.E.A, Pauline Harrowell, Jan Haseler, Gordon Haycock, Julian Hayward, Alison Hayward, Liz Head, 
John Healey, John Heap, Ian Heard, Jackie Henderson, Jessica Henderson, Robyn Henderson, Rachel Hepburn, Ni-
gel Heptinstall, Gillian Higgins, Dave Higginson-Tranter, Claire Hill, Mirren Hill, Andrew Hinde, Janet Hindle, Diane 
Hitchen, Sally Hobson, Mark Hockey, Mike Hockey, Katy Hockridge, Anne Hodgson, Claire Hodgson, G Hodkin, 
Paul Holmes, Carmen Horner, Fred Horner, Rebecca Howard, Peter Hughes, Rachel Inhester, Diana Jakeways, Rosy 
Jamieson, Linda Jenkinson, Jarred Johnson, Michelle Johnson, Neera Johnson, Simon Johnson, Liz Jones, Bryn Jones, 
Simone Jones, Steve Jones, Andy Jowett, J Keeble, Rose Killingray, Judy King, Lucy King, Steve Kirtley, Rob kitchen, 
Jenny Kitching, Mick Lambert, Sam Lawrance, Michael P. Laycock, Phil Lazenby, G Y Leach, Richard Leathley, R 
Leighton, Rita Leleux, Alasdair Lemon, Alan Light, Gerald Light, Ros Lilley, Ken Limb, Edwina Lintin, Graham Livesey, 
Daniel Lombard, Margaret Longden, Sheena Macaulay, J Martin, Anne Mason, Suzanna Mason, Brian Matthews, 
Sarah Mawby, Peter Mayhew, Jillian McCreery, Linda McDermid, Fui McIlmoyle, Beth McJ, Dave McMahon, Nicola 
McNally, John McPherson, Mike Meakin, Andrew Merrall, Ann Mettam, Jon Middleton, Andy Millard, Paul Millard, 
Peter Miller, Caroline Moorhouse, Frank Morgan, Henry Morgan, Sophia Morgans, P Morris, Diane Morris, Kerry 
Morrison, Meg Munn, Alison Munson, Andrew Murrray, Andrew Noble, Denis O'Connor, Maire O'Donnell, Stuart 
Ogilvy, David Owen, Steve Parkes, Derek Parkinson, R Parsons, Martin Partridge, Kay Paul, Fiona Pearson, Mark 
Penny, Jessica Penrose, David Pickens, J Pickering, Debora Pickering, Angela Ponsford, David Postlethwaite, Ian 
Powell, Fiona & Charles Prest, Alexandra Price, Jacob Price, Rachel Proudfoot, Andrew Prudames, M Pullan, Paul 
Purvis, Dave Ramsden, Dave & Ros Ramsey, Mary Ratcliffe, Lisa Revill, Andrew Rhodes, Denise Richardson, G 
Rickers, Anne & Peter Riley, Robert Evison for Staveley NR, David Roberts, Margaret Robley, Rose Roche, Claire 
Rogers, Stephen Root, Mick Rose, Timothy Rose, Jackie Rowe, Tony Royston, John Rushton, Rymer Ruth, Jennifer 
Rydzewski, Watson Sam, Alison Sandrrs, Lenore Saville, Ernie Scarfe, Paul Scholes, Judith Scott, Maria Scullion, 
Helen Sellers, Helen Sergeant, Joe Seymour, Karen Shackleton, John Shillcock, B & E Shorrock, Sarah Shorter, P & 
J Simmons, Mike Sims, Melanie Sisson, Elizabeth Slingsby, Michelle Smart, Melanie Smith, Kelvin Smith, David Smith 
(EKWT), Steven Soper, Bruce Speed, Emma Stamper, Jessica Staveley, Susan Stead, Craig Storton, Andrew Sturmey, 
Andrew Sumnall, Sue Surrey, John Sykes, Peter Tannett, Alistair Taylor, Nick Telf, Andrew Thompson, Julia Tom-
linson, Peter Treloar, Jane Trewhella, Peter & Rosemary Triffit, Emma Truscott, Rachael Tulloch, Anne Tupholme, 
Neil Turner, John & Sandra Turner, Susan Turner, Sarah Unsworth, Bob Upton, Nicky Vernon, David Wadding, 
Scott Waddington, Tessa Wainwright, Debbie Walker, Mandy Walker, Milada Walkova, Jill Wallace, Rob Warren, 
Jill Warwick, Simon Watson, Ian Watt, Graham Weaver, Susan Webb, J Welford, Pamela Wells, Pam Westley, Leigh 
Weston, Alan Wheeldon, Terry Whitaker, Margaret Wilding, Royanne Wilding, Steve Wilkinson, Richard Wilson, 
Tarja Wilson, Lee Wiseman, Andrew Worrillow, Darren Wozencroft, Ursula Wright, Helena Young. 
VC65 Butterflies (185+ contributors) Paul Adams, Kathryn Adkins, Dominic Allington-Smith, Enid Allison, Adrian 
Anderson, Sally Andrews, Ian Atkin, Jenn Atkin, Mary Atkins, Grant Bain, Mike Barnham, Rose Bax, Deborah 
Caroline Bell, Jezebel Black, Martin Bland, Mick Borroff, Sarah Bradshaw, David Brooks, Carole Broughton, Dan 
Brown, Les Brydon, Andrew Bunce, Nic Burns, Joseph Campbell, Helen Caroline, Michelle Carter, Joseph Caswell, 
Katherine Cavanagh, Bri Chandler, Tom Charman, David Coltman, Ian Court, Barbara Crinson, Alan Critchlow, 
Emily Davey, Jules Davies, Rose Davies, Theresa De La Fuente, Hilary Drydale, John Liam Durkin, Stephen Eames, 
John Edwards, Walton Elaine, John Elvidge, Martin Evans, Jane Eyre, Shirley Feasby, Rachel Ferneley, Ian Findlay, 
Katherine Findlay, Charles Fletcher, Joy Fletcher, Peter Foulston, Foxglove Covert Team, Jim Galbraith, Ann Garman, 
Mike Gibson, Gill Gow, Abigail Greenley, Sue Griffiths, Matt Grundy, Emma Gwynne, Jacqueline Haines, Stuart Hall, 
Mick Hansford, Karen Hargreave, Mandy Hart, Jean Helm, Tim Helps, Martin Henstock, Nigel Heptinstall, Rupert 
Hildyard, Claire Hill, Sarah Hird, Louise Hislop, Simon Hodgson, Marcia Holmes, Martin Honess, Janice Hopkinson, 
Mike Horn, Robert Hulmes, Sarah Humphreys, Henrietta Huntley, Janet Hutchinson, Patricia Illingworth, Carol 
Inskipp, John Turner, Cheryl Johnson, Catherine Jones, Gareth Jones, Karen Jones, Alex Kendall, Judy King, Paul 
Kipling, Stephen Kirtley, Charles Knowles, Michaela Lambert, Janet Lancashire, Bridget Langford, Simon Lawrence, 
Jane Lawson, Michael P. Laycock, Christina Lee, Susan Lightfoot, Ken Limb, Katie Linden, Graham Livesey, Eric 
Londesbrough, Joanna Russell Lucas, A Mansell, Bob Matheson, Sheila Matthews, Christine Mcdade, Kate Mcken-
zie-Johnson, Alastair Mcminn, Naomi Meredith, Silva Metcalfe, Paul Millard, Alan Miller, Nick Morgan, Andrew Mur-
ray, Emma Nalder, Clive Noel-Johnson, Adam Parker, Charles Payne, Stacey Penrose, Pauline Percival, David Phillips, 
Clare Pinches, Vanessa Place, Ruth Poultney, Alexandra Price, Lisa Revill, Myles Ripley, Jennifer Roberts, Arnold 
J Robson, Liz Routh, Charlotte S, Craig Sargeant, Jim Scaife, Judith Scott, Mick Scott, Tim Scott, Richard Scruton, 
Peter Seymour, Alison Shepherd, Julie Simpson, Stephen Simpson, Colin Slator, Ally Smith, John Smith, Madeline 
Smith, Sarah Smith, Anthony Snowden, Michelle Sprent, Emma Stamper, Karen Stephens, Veronica Stewart,  Jenny 
Taylor, David Teasdale, Wright Terry, M Thomas, Alan Tremethick, Anne Elizabeth Turner, Heather Elaine Varty, 
Angela Vaux, John Vickerman, Liam Vincent, Jill Wales, Jenny Walker, Geoff Wall, Steve Ward, Simon Warwick, Ian 
Watt, Carl Watts, Pam Westley, Whitehead Charles , Jennie White, Rachel White, Emily Williams, Yvonne Wilman, 
Tarja Wilson, Kirste Worland, Steve Worwood, Chloe Wright, Susan Zissler


